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Dear Crusader Families and Friends,

Returning to school after the Christmas break is usually a time of reentry when we 
catch up with our students, families and colleagues on all the many ways that we 
were blessed during the recent holiday. This year was no exception as Monday Janu-
ary 4th dawned with the excitement of telling our holiday stories and the hope of a 
New Year with intentions and resolutions that were meant to lift us up by creating 
reachable and sometimes unreachable goals to achieve. 
We were quickly shocked and saddened that very evening by the senseless and 
tragic killing of one of our brothers in Christ, Jose Labastida Fimbres, a junior stu-
dent here at Mater Dei. Jose held great promise as both a student and as an athlete 
and will be deeply missed by all of his friends and classmates. This year has been a 
difficult one for our community as Jose is now the third student we’ve lost  in the 
first semester. Geraldine Bloch, another junior, passed away from a sudden illness 
in October and freshman, Mahala Saylor was killed in a car crash with her parents 
two days before the start of school. In the midst of these tragedies, the witness of 
our students’ faith and how they comfort each other is always a window into God’s 
love, mercy and healing power. As adults, we appreciate how mature our students 
can be even though their years of age are still so few. Jose, Geraldine and Mahala 
will always be remembered fondly by their classmates and by the Crusader com-
munity and they and their families will have our prayers as we ask God to comfort 
them in this time of great sorrow.
While I have started this edition of the Crusader Connection on a somber note, 
I hope you will appreciate the many successes and the outstanding contributions 
made by our students, parents, alumni and staff that are witnessed in the stories that 
follow on these pages. We hope you will take your time and linger over the many 
ways that Crusaders are achieving and making a difference in the community and 
in the world. Most of all, I want you to know that you are prayed for daily as are all 
the patrons of Mater Dei Catholic High School. Bishop Brom has recently asked 
our school community to pray the Memorare on a daily basis for all our supporters. 
This was Dr. Estelle Kassebaum’s, our former President’s, favorite prayer and one 
that we would like you to use as well. We have reprinted it on page 10 for you to 
pray with us as a school community.

God Bless you all during this New Year.
Mary Mother of God, Lead Us to your Son Jesus.

Yours in Christ,

Thomas Clayton Beecher
President



The purpose of the Mater Dei Catholic High 
School Board of Directors (Board) is to assist the Diocese 
of San Diego in governing the school. The Board is consti-
tuted by the Bishop of the Diocese of San Diego, Bishop 
Robert Brom, and it exercises its responsibility by advising 
the school administration on matters of finance, advance-
ment, mission effectiveness, facilities, admissions, public 
relations & marketing. Their chief annual duty is to adopt 
and monitor a balanced budget which includes setting tu-
ition & fees along with any salary inducements for faculty 
and staff.

The Board is composed of pastors, women reli-
gious, lay men and lay women from throughout the diocese. 
All members receive their initial appointment to the Board 
by Bishop Brom. There are currently ten voting members 
on the Board and four ex-officio non-voting members 
(President, Principal, Alumni Association Chair and Par-
ent Association Chair). The maximum number of voting 
Board members is not to exceed 15 in order to allow for 
ease of dialogue and debate. All Board members must dem-
onstrate a keen interest in promoting the Catholic values of 
the school, and the Board strives to represent a diversity of 
experiences, backgrounds and expertise. The current mem-
bership reflects this desired diversity since the members 

The following article is provided to educate our Crusader community 
regarding the role of the Board of Directors and its relationship to the school and the Diocese.

come from many walks of life: pastors, Catholic leadership, 
business owners and entrepreneurs, attorneys, CPA’s, gov-
ernment employees, university administrator and corporate 
management. Together, they offer a broad tapestry of opin-
ions and expertise which aids the school in planning and 
guidance.

Currently there are two parents who also serve 
on the Board and according to the Board by-laws; parent 
membership is not to exceed half of the total membership. 
The main reason for this restriction is to assure a much more 
long range vision for the governance of the school while at 
the same time acknowledging the importance of the view-
point of current families in the Board’s deliberations. Board 
members are appointed to three year terms and can be reap-
pointed to an additional term by Bishop Brom. 

The by-laws call for at least four Board meetings 
annually although by practice the Board has met between 
six and eight times during each of the past three school 
years. 

We hope you find this information informative and 
helpful as you consider how the school is governed and the 
ties we have in the community through the Board mem-
bership. Please enjoy the brief bio’s on each of the Board 
members that are provided with this article.



Father Peter McGuine currently serves as the Pastor of Santa Sophia Church in Spring 
Valley.  A priest of the Diocese of San Diego for almost 20 years, he has held a variety of 
positions at both the diocesan and parish levels through the years. In addition, he served for 
four years as the Vice Rector for Seminary Life and Director of Human Formation for the 
Pontifical North American College seminary in Rome. Father McGuine is also a Chaplain, 
Lieutenant Colonel, in the U.S. Air Force Reserve and is attached to the U.S. Air Force 
Academy in Colorado Springs for periodic duty.

“I was invited to serve on the Mater Dei Board of Directors by Bishop Brom last year. 
Without a doubt, nothing comes close to a good, solid period of Catholic formation and 
education during one’s high school years. I pray my own experiences with Catholic schools 
and universities can help guide the administration of Mater Dei in support of its mission.”

Sister Maria Paz is a teacher and enjoys ministering to stu-
dents in all grades. She has served as principal in St. Mary 
School, El Centro, on two different occasions and Our Lady 
of Mt. Carmel School in San Ysidro. Sister Maria Paz has 
served her congregation, the Sister Servants of the Blessed 
Sacrament, as Viceprovincial and General Councilor.  She is 
currently the Provincial of our newly erected Province of the 
Immaculate Conception since 2006. 

“I have a profound belief in Catholic Education which enticed 
me to serve on the board of Mater Dei.  Mater Dei Catholic 
High School  prepares students to be witnesses to faith in a 
world of conflict, while striving to recognize each student as a 
unique person created by God and fostering the development 
of  his/her potentials. A key element in Mater Dei lies in the 
collaboration of the entire educational community: President, 
Principal, Faculty, Students, Parents, School Board members 
and the entire staff, constantly evaluating and maintaining a 
clear vision and mission for the school.”

Father Peter Escalante has been a priest in the Diocese of 
San Diego for over 31 years. He is currently Pastor of St. 
Joseph Cathedral and is actively involved in raising money 
for the Catholic Grammar schools in the Cathedral cluster.

“I agreed to serve on the Mater Dei Catholic Board of Di-
rectors because of my strong conviction about the need for 
Catholic education.  Not only is Mater Dei a fine school 
and environment to learn and develop one’s faith, but with 
the need that we have for Vocations in the Catholic Church, 
what better place to foster them, than at the High School 
level. I have also been impressed with the leadership of the 
Faculty and Staff and was happy to work alongside them.”



Steven is a lawyer specializing in personal in-
jury litigation. He is a partner of the San Di-
ego law firm known as Boudreau Williams 
LLP. His family has been established in San 
Diego since 1890. Steven has served on the 
following boards: Consumer Attorneys of 
San Diego, University of San Diego High 
School, Father Joe’s Villages, Red Boudreau 
Trial Lawyers Charity Dinner and the Dr. 
Estelle Kassebaum Scholarship Committee.

Gordon has been a California Li-
censed Contractor since 1981; has 
eight current International Build-
ing Code certificates and serves 
as an Adjunct Instructor for the 
Building Inspection Certification 
Program at Southwestern Col-
lege and the San Diego Electri-
cal Training Institute.  He is em-
ployed full time by the City of 
Chula Vista as its Building Proj-
ect Manager, in charge of plan de-
velopment & construction for all 
city facilities.   

Linda is a California CPA and a member 
of the AICPA and the CSCPA.  She works 
as a sole practitioner for a few clients.

“I enjoyed working with the administra-
tion of Marian Catholic High School. 
When Mater Dei opened I knew I wanted 
to be part of the new school. I believe in 
Catholic education and I am happy to sup-
port Catholic schools”

“I became a supporter of Mater Dei through the influence of Dr. Kassebaum. Through 
her I met George Milke and other members of the Mater Dei family. After her death 
I have enjoyed the opportunity to become better acquainted with the administrators 
and faculty of Mater Dei. I volunteer my service as a board member because I believe 
that the students of Mater Dei are the Catholic leaders of tomorrow.”

“In 1998 I was asked by Dr. Kassebaum to be a member of 
the board for Marian Catholic because I am an alumnus 
and at the time was the President of the Booster Club. 
I’m deeply committed to supporting the current admin-
istration in their quest for excellence concerning parent/
teacher/student interaction, curriculum, campus student 
life, extended activities and dedication to the value of 
Christian beliefs.”

Wade is a CPA and man-
aging partner for JH Cohn 
LLP here in San Diego. JH 
Cohn is the nation’s 14th 
largest independent public 
accounting firm. He is in-
volved with the Financial 
Executive Institute and the 
Corporate Directors Fo-
rum here in San Diego. Wade has past experience serving 
on boards for the Boys and Girls Club, Olive Crest and the 
YMCA, among others.

“My wife is a Marian graduate and has a love for the 
school and its many alumni and supporters. I have a strong 
background in finance and have been involved with other 
schools, and parishes in the communities we lived in prior to 
coming to San Diego in 2007. I have great respect for Tom 
Beecher, George Milke and Bill Gerken. I am committed to 
the school’s values and wanted to provide my experience and 
knowledge in any way possible.” 



Tom is a partner, along with other family members, in a block and hardscape manufac-
turing business called RCP Block & Brick, Inc.  He oversees two manufacturing facilities 
located in San Diego County and six retail stores serving San Diego and Riverside.  He 
is the Vice President of Sales & Marketing for our firm, and participates monthly in 
Vistage meetings (executive leadership programs) which have helped him develop better 
leadership skills.  Tom also participates in many construction industry associations, serv-
ing on various committees.  

“My experiences at Marian High School as a student from 1978-1982 played a large role 
in shaping my future.  When the opportunity to serve on the Mater Dei Catholic High 
School Board was presented, I thought it would be a wonderful chance to help guide the 
decisions that would provide students with a top notch Catholic Faith based education.  
The Mater Dei Experience will give students the opportunity to grow in their faith in 
Jesus Christ, prepare for college life, give back to their community, and make lasting 
friendships.  It is my belief that Mater Dei Catholic High School is the premier choice 
for Catholic families when it comes time to choose a high school for their child.”

Rene oversees operations at the San Diego office for Rudolph 
and Sletten, Inc.  Rudolph and Sletten is an innovator in build-
ing healthcare, biotech, pharmaceutical manufacturing, research, 
and education and hospitality facilities in California.  He is a 
LEED Accredited Professional, leading the industry through 
integrated responsible sustainable construction practices.  Rene 
is involved with many organizations and a local graduate of San 
Diego State University with a Civil Engineering Degree.  His 
wife Matilde is also a graduate of SDSU in Liberal Arts and 
mother to their three wonderful kids Marisol 11, Sebastian 9 
and Eric 6.  

“Initially I was encouraged by another board member to become 
involved with Mater Dei Catholic High School.  I have always 
had a strong belief that our entire community should take re-
sponsibility for Catholic education.   My intent in being part 
of the board is to help the school provide a quality academic 
education as well as an effective religious education.   I look for-
ward to my continued collaborative participation in helping to 
develop a vision and direction for Mater Dei students.”

Edward is the Associate 
Vice Chancellor for Student 
Affairs at University of Cali-
fornia San Diego, overseeing 
staffing and HR functions, 
budgets and facility develop-
ment, as well as the campus 
International Center. Stu-
dent Affairs is responsible 
for all university supported student activities outside the class-
room, including areas such as health and wellness, admissions 
and financial aid, study abroad, career services, athletics and 
recreational activities, student government and student orga-
nizations, community service and leadership development pro-
grams, academic support services and many other aspects of 
student life. Student Affairs has nearly 3000 full and part-time 
employees, 25 departments, and a budget of about $60 million.   

“Mater Dei (then Marian) provided my daughter, Tinashe, ‘05,  
with an outstanding education in three dimensions -- moral/
religious, academic and athletic.  The school fulfilled both her 
and my expectations and provided the foundation for her suc-
cess in college.  She graduated with a degree in Psychology and 
is about to enter graduate school.  Mater Dei gives each student 
the opportunity to fulfill his/her potential as a whole person.”



Musical Talent
M A T E R  D E I  C H O I R

Welcome to our new Choir Director, Paul Infantino, who began his musical endeavors 

playing piano at the age of two.  Self-taught in both piano and guitar, he graduated from 

the University of San Diego in 2007 with a B.A. in Music Composition/Psychology, and 

earned a teaching credential for music the following year.   While at USD, Paul sang with 

the Choral Scholars and studied classical voice.  He also played guitar and sang as a cantor 

for the Founders Chapel Choir. 

Before coming to Mater Dei Catholic, Paul taught guitar and choir at River Valley Charter 

School in Lakeside.  He is very excited to be a part of the Mater Dei community, where 

he teaches two sections of Music Appreciation and one section of Choir.  He also serves as 

Manager for the Kassebaum Theater.  In addition to his duties at Mater Dei, he also plays 

piano for the student liturgies on Sunday nights at USD, and sings with the a capella choir 

Sacra/Profana and continues to teach private guitar lessons.  

The Mater Dei Choir has grown in number from six to almost thirty in just one semester.  

During choir, which meets 7th block, students work on improving vocal and musicianship 

skills in a performance-based environment.  Choir students are responsible for providing 

the music at the school-wide liturgies, and they also showcase sacred and secular choral ar-

rangements at their own choir concerts.  During the Christmas season of 2009, the choir 

also caroled at the Sunrise Senior Living Community and the Village Walk at Eastlake 

shopping center.  



 Nine weeks may seem like a long time, but to the cast of George Bernard Shaw’s classic Pygmalion, nine 
weeks was just enough time to pull off a truly great school play. It started out with auditions, picking a cast, and then 
blocking (marking actor movements). Under the direction of Mrs. Rebecca Brown and her stage manager, senior 
Alec Kuzukian, the cast worked extremely hard, to get this play right. Remember, in addition to practicing and re-
membering lines, they also had to contend with their regular school work and learn a British accent--something that 
not all of us are capable of doing. 
 
            With Frances Lopez as Liza Doolittle, she makes the transformation from a gal on the streets to a chic and 
refined lady. Once again, the stunning performance of Alvin Almazan playing Henry Higgins, was second to none, 
especially considering some of the extensive monologues his character had. Also, junior Andrew Thein came to the 
rescue with his inheritance of the role of Liza’s father, Alfred Doolittle--having less than two weeks to get his lines 
down. 
 
            This year  MDCHS drama welcomed a few new freshmen to its family: Annie Cox as the Parlormaid and 
Zach Bishop as the Sarcastic Bystander. Some of these freshmen also include the Ballroom dancers Lizzie Castillo, 
Kari Schattinger, and Andrea Watson. In addition, MDCHS drama welcomed stage artists and stage hands Andrea 
Salcedo and Aera Palaganas. Lastly, taking the role of Assistant Stage Manager is Freshman Clarissa Nuño, and 
Alexa Bueno as next year’s Stage Manager. 
 
            All in all, this last school play was an appealing one- especially since it incorporated music for the first time 
on the Kassebaum stage with the waltz in the ballroom scene and Ryan Ortega’s vocal number “On the street where 
you live”. Though next semester’s production of Mary Chase’s comedy Harvey will be the last for drama involved 
seniors, MDCHS drama will be forever in their minds as well as in their memories. Kudos to all members who took 
part in the production of Pygmalion - it truly was a delightful play!

– Alec Kazukian
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Pygmalion
by George Bernard Shaw



Sister Servants of
The Blessed Sacrament

 
 The Sister Servants of the Blessed Sacrament were founded as a response to a 
horrible crime. On July 18, 1901 a thief broke open the wooden tabernacle door and stole 
the ciborium with consecrated hosts from the chapel of La Purísima, an annex of the local 
parish church.  Immediately, Father Silviano and his parishioners made many acts of repa-
ration. As such, this sacrilege was answered by an act of love: the founding of the Sisters 
Servants of the Blessed Sacrament, (“SJS” for its initials in Spanish). This new community 
of sisters was founded to adore Jesus in the Eucharist and to educate children and youth in 
the Catholic faith. 
 As the SJS sisters grew as a community from 1914-1916, while a religious persecu-
tion was taking place in Mexico. The SJS sisters were expelled from their convents and their 
possessions were confiscated to the extent that they had to beg for housing and food. Their 
schools were closed and ransacked. Some sisters were incarcerated solely for their fidelity to 
Christ and to his Church.  In addition, Father Silviano was forced into hiding for over two 
and a half years where he continued to direct the activities of the sisters. In 1916, after the 
persecution, the sisters moved their Motherhouse to Guadalajara, for they had no longer a 
place to live in Zapotlán.
 One of Father Silviano’s desires was to strengthen and spread Catholic education 
to other countries. His dream came true during a second religious persecution (1924-1935).  
The Archbishop realized it was the time in God’s providential plan for the Congregation to 
expand their apostolate to other countries. He talked it over with the General Superior and 
foundress, Sister Clara de la Concepción. Shortly after, Archbishop George Mundelein of 
Chicago asked the Archbishop of Guadalajara for sisters to attend to the needs of his resi-
dence.  This was the perfect opportunity to learn English and to prepare to minister in the 
United States should the need arise. As a result, two sisters arrived in Chicago on August 
8, 1924. Later, at the request of Bishop John Cantwell of Los Angeles, the sisters who were 
ministering in the U.S. moved to Calexico, California, in November of 1926 where they 
opened the  first school in the United States dedicated to Our Lady of Guadalupe. Classes 
started on March 19, 1927, with grades Kindergarten through Third, thus establishing the 
SJS educational ministry in California. 
 The SJS sisters continue their ministry to the local Church to this day and besides 
San Diego they are also serving in ministry in the dioceses of Sacramento, Monterey, Fres-
no and the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. The SJS were established as a canonical province 
in 2006 with headquarters in Bonita, California, not too far from Mater Dei Catholic High 
School, and they also have a house of formation in the city of Simi Valley. One of their 
proudest achievements has been their service to the diocese of San Diego for more than 85 
years ministering to over 110,000 students during that time. Furthermore, the worldwide 
community of SJS sisters can now be found in 71 Catholic Schools in 15 states in México; 
2 schools in Guatemala, 1 in Chile, 1 in Argentina and a large mission in Peru.
 Holding onto Mary’s hand, the star of evangelization, the Sister Servant of the 
Blessed Sacrament continue to serve the Church and society in the field of education. Her 
mission is to prepare young people to know and love the Eucharist, live Gospel values, and 
lead others to do the same. At Mater Dei Catholic we are fortunate to have two SJS sisters 
serving our community; Sr. Margharita is teaching in the Theology Department and Sr. 
Maria Paz is serving on the Board of Directors. We salute their history and commitment 
to the ministries of the local Church and we ask all Crusaders to pray for their continued 
health as a community of women religious. Blessed be God!

Sister Servants of
The Blessed Sacrament

MEMORARE

Remember, 
O most gracious Virgin Mary, 

that never was it known that anyone 
who fled to thy protection, 

implored thy help, 
or sought thine intercession

was left unaided. 

Inspired by this confidence, 
I fly unto thee, 

O Virgin of virgins, my mother;
to thee I do come, 
before thee I stand, 
sinful and sorrowful. 

O Mother of the Word Incarnate,
despise not my petitions, 

but in thy mercy
hear and answer me. 

Amen.

 The Diocese of San Diego and Mater Dei Catholic High School are pleased to bring you this feature story on the 
Sister Servants of the Blessed Sacrament. These women religious serve the diocese in a variety of ministries but chiefly 

through elementary and secondary education.  The following article serves as background to their current commitment to the 
schools and parishes in San Diego and specifically to their faithful service to Mater Dei Catholic High School. 



 Sister Margarita chose the Sister Servants because she 
was educated and trained to be a teacher by the Sisters, and  was 
sure that’s where God called her and wanted her to be, a Sister 
Servant of the Blessed Sacrament.  There are many dates and 
events in her life related to the life of our Congregation (SJS). 
She made her first vows on November 25th, 1967. In addition, 
she made her final vows on August 15, 1973. Sister Margarita 
also obtained her Elementary and High School Teaching Cre-
dentials (Math) in Mexico. In 1992, she received her Masters 
Degree in Education from the University of San Diego and 
in 1999 received a Masters in Education and Single Subject 
(Math) from Loyola Marymount in Los Angeles. 
 After her first profession, she taught for three and a 
half years in Mexico and came to the U.S. in the summer of 
1971.  Her first teaching assignment was in Sacramento where 
she taught 2nd grade for two years. El Centro was her second 
teaching experience in the USA, where she taught 4th grade. 
Sister Margarita’s next assignment was in Calexico, at O.L.G.A. 
There she taught Math and Religion in the Junior High and 
was the Principal of the school. Afterwards, she went from the 
elementary school to the high school, Vincent Memorial, where 
she taught Math, Accounting, Religion and later on became the 
principal. After some years in the Imperial Valley she was trans-
ferred to Sun Valley, CA, first as a teacher and later on as the 
Principal. From Sun Valley, she went to Bakersfield and was the 
Principal there for four years. Marian Catholic, now Mater Dei 
Catholic H. S. is so far the last stop of her teaching career. The 
first three years at Marian/Mater Dei she taught Algebra 1, and 
is currently teaching Old Testament to Sophomores and Faith 
to Freshmen.

 Sister Maria was educated by the Sister Servants of the 
Blessed Sacrament from second grade on to the completion of 
a short business career. She liked the way sisters treated them, 
they were firm but kind and they instilled the love for the Eu-
charist and the devotion to the Blessed Mother. That is when 
she decided to be one of them.
 She made her first profession on March 19, 1959 at 
our Mother House Chapel in Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico.
Two weeks after her first profession, she came to the United 
States, lived in the Mother House of the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Orange, in Orange, CA., in order to learn  English, classroom 
management, and familiarize myself with the culture. She con-
tinued her education at San Diego College for Women, now 
USD.  
 Sister Maria has ministered as a teacher, at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Academy and Vincent Memorial Catholic School 
in Calexico; Principal for St. Mary School in El Centro, and 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel School in San Ysidro; Vice Provincial 
and General Councilor in Guadalajara, Jalisco, México. She cur-
rently serves her congregation and the Church as Provincial Su-
perior in this U.S. Province dedicated to the Immaculate Con-
ception. Four other sisters share this responsibility with her and 
serve as councilors. Together they form the Leadership Team. 
 Sister Maria’s first responsibility is to live according to 
the Constitutions of the Sister Servants of the Blessed Sacra-
ment and to encourage the sisters in the province to do the same, 
knowing that they have freely accepted the invitation to imitate 
Christ. She constantly invites the sisters to be good stewards 
of God’s many gifts to them and to continue the mission of 
Catholic Education, being attentive to the needs of the present 
time as was the desire of our Founder, and most of all, inspired 
by Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Looking into the future, they 
are currently working on a Strategic Plan to be able to continue 
the mission in this country and to care for the elderly sisters 
who have given their lives in service of the Church. Sister Maria 
currently serves on the Board of Directors for Mater Dei and 
chair the Mission Effectiveness Committee.
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SENIORS

Dianne Acevedo
Rafael Blanco
Mariana Burkle
Rafael Carrillo
Lilia Covarrubias Astorga
Kacy Espinoza
Sergio Fourzan
Mariana Gomez
Lucia Gonzalez
Elaine Guilas
Andrew  Haines
Erickson Julve
Alec Kuzukian
Nora Leyva
Alicia Lopez
Alfredo Lucero-Canaan
Andrea Lucero-Canaan
Diane-Leah Moore
Andrea Navarro-Gomez
Paola Odriozola
Diana Paredes
Nerli Paredes Ruvalcaba
Alejandra Perez-Madrigal
Cassandra Pimentel
Yazmin Razon
Johanna Rhein
Michel Sanchez
Marto Winata
Miranda Zora

Jeffrey Alvarez 

Jessica Baumgardner

Samantha Baxley

Nallely Beltran

Ariel Cabrera

Valeria Cardenas

Michael Carton

Chelsea Chenelle

Mikayla Conlin

Alejandra Contreras

Daniela  Corona

Nicholas Day

Barbara Elenbaas

Diego-Emilio Galan

Kristin Gonzales

Elizabeth Gonzalez

Anthony Jaquez-Moreno

Yin Li

Andrea Martinez-Casillas

Valeria Martinez-Favela

Jose Martinez-Rebollar

Theodore Matula

Pedro Osuna

Ligia Quijada

Roberto Quijano-Luna

Maryel Quintero

Jesus Ramos

Brian Rodriguez

Ricardo  Rosales

Cristobal Salcedo

Raul Silva-Martinez

Daniel Slovinsky

Isabel Stonehouse

David Tamborrell

Andrew  Thein

Christopher Weller

FRESH MEN

Roberto Ayon
Zachariah Bishop
Alexander Cain
Elizabeth Castillo
Annie Cox
Taylor Cruse
Ivana De La Garza
Rodrigo Eugenio
Avery Finch
Robert Garcia
Yasmin Gilbert

Andres Gomez
Vera Gougoulas
Maci Guzman
MichaelAngelo Habana
Olivia Highum
Salvador Juarez-Ochoa
Luz Lafon
Luz Lopez
Jorge Martinez-Gonzalez
Irene Moreno
Marco Nunez

Salvador Olivares
Aera Isabelle Palaganas
Fabiola Pena
Courtney Princell
Kari Schattinger
Richard  Somogyi
Kaitlyn Tassiello
Fernando Valenzuela
Andi Vilaboy
Andrea Watson
Manessa Zamingir

– a grade point average of 3.8 and above

S OP HOMORES

Maria Amaya

James Arriola

Mariana Barrera

Angela Beck

Leslie Bustillo-Moreno

Karla Castro

Theresa Chiappe

Daniela  Contreras

Mallory  Davenport

Kenny Espinoza

Caleb Galvez

Alexa Garcia

Jocelyn Garcia

Ilse Gutierrez-Nunez

Jeff Guzman

Alexis Hawley

Vannia Hernandez

Cassandra Huinquez

Hollie Keene

Viviana Marchena-Pompa

Alejandro Marquez-Escobedo

Haley Mendoza

Ana Moctezuma

Teresa Padilla

Eva Perez-Cecenas

Alejandro Robles

Paola Torres

Brianna  Truffa

Thomas Wright

JUNIORS



MDCHS:  What do you remember most about the collective 

spirit of your class at Marian High School?

Maria:  Our class was filled with people of strong faith, great 

minds and outstanding athletes.  As a class, we were close, had 

a very strong school spirit and supported one another as friends 

and fellow Christians.  I met wonderful people at Marian, many 

of whom remain some of my closest friends.  My four years at 

Marian were truly some of the best of my life.  

MDCHS: What was your most memorable moment at Mar-

ian?

Maria:  My most memorable moments are the all-school 

Masses, the Friday pep rallies in the gym, being a member of 

the volleyball, track and basketball teams, as well as many good 

laughs with friends.   

MDCHS: What teacher/person inspired you the most at Mar-

ian?

Maria:  Mrs. Gabbard was one of my favorite teachers. I 

learned a lot from her because her teaching method encour-

aged students to be themselves.  I’ll never forget on the last day 

of school during my senior year, Mrs. Gabbard spent an entire 

hour reviewing with us in detail the words of the Lord’s Prayer.  

We discussed what the words meant and she explained the ne-

cessity of always having Christ in our lives.  It was the perfect 

end to my high school years.  

MDCHS: What sports and or clubs did you participate in at 

Marian?

Maria:  I played volleyball, basketball and ran track.  I also was 

a cheerleader for three years.  Participating in sports helped 

me understand early in life the benefit of team work.  That has 

served me well for almost 30 years.  

MDCHS: What did you enjoy most about attending Marian?

Maria: I loved the Catholic education, being in an environ-

ment that provided loving support for us as we made our way 

through those challenging teenage years and into adulthood.  

The teachers were strict, but loving and the academics pro-

vided the preparation we needed to pursue higher education.  

The bottom line is that my years at Marian, provided the foun-

dation for success in life as a Christian, a wife, mother and 

professional.  

MDCHS: What is one piece of advice that you would give to 

current Crusaders?

Maria:  Always persevere in faith.  

MDCHS: Since you graduated from Marian, what career op-

portunities have you had?

Maria:  I attended the University of San Diego and obtained 

a Bachelor’s Degree in 1985.  I then went on to law school at 

USD, graduating in 1988.  I have been in private practice in 

civil litigation since 1988.  I was hired as the Director of Civil 

Affairs for the Diocese of San Diego and General Counsel for 

the Roman Catholic Bishop of San Diego in 2008.  Working 

as an attorney has proven to be an extraordinary career for me.  

MDCHS: You currently serve as the director of the office for 

civil affairs in the Diocese.  What aspect of your job do you 

enjoy most?

Maria:  It is an absolute privilege to serve in the Diocese that 

has been so central to my faith formation from my childhood 

to the present and which is now providing faith formation for 

my three children who attend Sacred Heart Parish School.  

MDCHS: Throughout your career, what would you say is your 

proudest accomplishment?

Maria:  I do not have a single proudest accomplishment.  I 

have enjoyed a number of accomplishments as a professional, 

but recognize that all of my successes as a legal professional are 

the product of God’s grace and teamwork with others.

MARIa
dunham roberts

CLASS OF1981

Maria Roberts is the managing partner of 
Stokes Roberts & Wagner and also serves as 

General Counsel for the Diocese of San Diego. 

John and Maria Roberts with Matthew, 14, 
Mary Catherine, 13, and Elizabeth Anne, 8. 

Maria Roberts is the managing partner of 
Stokes Roberts & Wagner and also serves as 

General Counsel for the Diocese of San Diego. 



MDCHS:  What elementary school did you come from and 
why did you choose Mater Dei?
WRIGHT: I went to Mt. Helix Academy and I came here 
because my brother went here. 
MDCHS:  What do you like most about Mater Dei?
WRIGHT: The diversity, because I didn’t have that at my 
old school.
MDCHS:  What activities or extracurriculars do you partici-
pate in at Mater Dei?
WRIGHT: I play JV Soccer and Volleyball.  I used to play 
piano, but now I have too much school work. I am also part 
of the Academy of Science.
MDCHS:  How would you describe the Crusader culture 
if you had to explain what it meant to come here to your 
friends?
WRIGHT: It’s cool and I like the academic environment 
because at my friend’s high school they say that most of the 
GPAs are 2.5 and here most of the students are 3.0 or more, 
so it creates a better academic environment.
MDCHS:  How would you describe the faith community 
here at Mater Dei?
WRIGHT: Here we have a lot of people that follow the 
Catholic Faith pretty strictly and that also creates a good en-
vironment to learn and grow.
MDCHS:  What role does faith play in your life on a daily 
basis?
WRIGHT: It helps me to make the right decisions and also 
let’s me do the right thing if there is an important choice.
MDCHS:  How do you like being part of the Ambassador 
for Christ Program?
WRIGHT: It’s great because you get to meet more people 
and it allows you to be a bigger part of the school.
MDCHS:  So far, what do you think is the most valuable 
thing you’ve learned at Mater Dei?
WRIGHT: I think it’s how to lead because from Soccer and 
from the Ambassadors I have learned how to lead by example 
and make good decisions. 

MDCHS:  Have you put much thought into where you 
would like to attend college?
WRIGHT: Yes I have.  I have gone on the college board and 
searched and found that I really like the California Institute 
for Technology.  I want to study Marine Biology and I read 
somewhere that they operate a Marine Biological Lab there 
and that would be a great place for me to work.
MDCHS:  How long have you wanted to be a marine 
biologist.
WRIGHT: Probably for the last few years.  I have found that 
I like the water and I fish and I hope I can do a lot of field 
work with it.
MDCHS:  What do you admire most about your parents?
WRIGHT:  I like that they are good people and made the 
right decisions in life, they are nice people and are satisfied 
with what they have and they don’t need to get much further 
in life and they have good jobs that allow them to learn to 
be leaders and I think they have passed that onto me.  My 
mom’s a teacher and my dad is a supervisor for San Diego 
City Schools.  He does maintenance and facilities.
MDCHS: What is your proudest achievement so far 
academically?
WRIGHT: Being able to successfully do pre-calculus and 
other higher level classes.
MDCHS: What is the most challenging class you’ve taken 
here at Mater Dei?
WRIGHT: Chemistry, by far.
MDCHS: What’s so hard about it?
WRIGHT: It covers a lot of material and you have to work a 
lot harder at it because it’s a lot more challenging.
MDCHS: What are some of the activities that you partici-
pate in outside of school?
WRIGHT: I like being a part of the Science Academy, it 
gives me a lot more opportunities in regards to science. The 
stuff we’ve done so far has been fun.  We’ve been to UCSD 
and USD and did a tour of the School of Nursing and we 
will have more field trips and go on more tours in the future.
MDCHS: What would you want people to know about you 
as a person that they may not now?
WRIGHT: That it’s possible to be a nerd and someone that 
loves sports..
MDCHS: What makes the class of 2012 stand out and what 
do you think is unique about your class as a whole?
WRIGHT: I like that our class will graduate from the 12th 
grade on the 12th year of the new century!

CLASS OF 2012

SCOTT
         WRIGHT
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MDCHS: What elementary school did you come from and 
why did you choose to come to Mater Dei?
LOPEZ: St. John of the Cross in Lemon Grove. Mr. 
Vasquez had visited with some seniors and I remember how 
great the community felt. Mater Dei spoke to me. I felt like 
I belonged here, like it was home. 
MDCHS: What do you like most about Mater Dei? 
LOPEZ: The relationships that you form with teachers and 
students, it just feels like a family. Even if homework is hard 
and I might be feeling down about something, there seems 
to be a network of support from everyone. 
MDCHS: How would you describe the Crusader culture 
if you had to explain what it meant to come here to one of 
your friends?
LOPEZ: It is a comfortable community, everyone is chill 
and everyone gets along. There just doesn’t seem to be so 
much social competition and everyone moves along in har-
mony. You don’t have to compete to be here, you just get to 
be yourself. 
MDCHS: What role does faith play in your life on a daily 
basis? 
LOPEZ: Huge actually. When I came here, I had some 
faith and knew what I needed to know, but I didn’t have 
the strong faith I have now.  My faith-filled education has 
brought me through the good times and bad. 
MDCHS: Where would you like to attend college?
LOPEZ: Tricky question. I would like to stay in California, 
a UC or State school. I’m looking at colleges with good 
theater programs and good Public Relations Programs. UC 
Irvine has a great BFA program, but I am very independent 
and would like to venture out a little farther from home.  I 
would like to do my undergraduate work in California, but 
I would love to get my Masters on the East Coast. I have 
some friends there and they love it.
MDCHS: What is your career goal? 
LOPEZ:  I want to double major in acting and Public Re-

lations.  My career goal is to be an actress, but when life kicks 
me in the butt or reality sets in,  I would love to be an event 
planner. I thrive on that chaos. I love that. 
MDCHS: What are some of the activities you participate in 
outside of Mater Dei?
LOPEZ: Theater, theater and more theater. I have done a ton 
of volunteer work for Veterens of Foreign Wars. I just helped 
with the parade on Veteren’s Day. I have done work for the 
VFW, helping them with hosting the festivities.  I love to do 
activities in my church and theater at the Old Globe and Bal-
boa Park. When I’m not doing homework or trying to save the 
world, then I’m reading.  
MDCHS: What do you admire most about your parents?
LOPEZ:  My mom is one of the strongest, funniest and most 
interesting women I have ever met. Everyone in the room 
eventually ends their conversation and they all turn to listen 
to her. She is amazing. I would love to be like her as I grow up.  
My father has a very tough work ethic. He always says if it is 
something I can learn, I can make it happen. 
MDCHS: What acting opportunities have you encountered? 
LOPEZ: I worked with the North County Repitoire Theater. 
I did some acting and that was my first paid gig. When a 
writer writes a play they have multiple endings  and they have 
actors read it. That is what they brought me in to do.  It was 
really fun. It was about a Jewish white boy falling in love with 
a  Cuban woman. I played a Cuban girl’s  little sister, a 19 year 
old that worked at a tattoo parlor as a cocktail waitress, hidden 
from her daddy. It was so much fun to keep up with all the 
professional actors.
MDCHS: What is it that no one else would know about you? 
LOPEZ:  I actually love to be alone. Just sitting in my room, 
reading a book, listening to music and having time to myself. 
MDCHS: What would you want people to remember about 
you after you leave Mater Dei in two years?
LOPEZ:  That one chick that did all the ambassador stuff and 
was always on stage. She was loud, funny and wouldn’t let you 
ignore her. 

CLASS OF 2011
FRANCES LOPEZ



The 2009 Lady Crusaders volleyball team qualified for the 7th straight season to participate 
in CIF playoffs. With the Varsity, Junior Varsity, and Freshman teams playing in at least two 
tournaments each, the girls have gained a lot of court experience. This experience coupled with a 
program laden with lots of young talent means the future is very bright for the Lady Crusaders. 
With a growing interest for next year, a number of players have joined competitive volleyball 
clubs in hopes of bettering themselves and making their program stronger for the future. This 
year also marked the inauguration of the Dig Pink Games hosted by the Lady Crusaders to 
help raise donations for Breast Cancer Awareness. These games pitted the Junior Varsity, Fresh-
man, and alumni against each other in friendly competition.

GIRL’S VOLLEYBALL

Under first year head coach, John Joyner, the Crusaders faced a challenging season where they played in the highly com-
petitive Mesa League of the Metro Conference.  This young team finished out of the running this year but it gained lots of 
experience and will be ready for an exciting season this coming fall.  Homecoming game is scheduled for Friday, October 1 
against Del Norte High School. Three Crusaders made the All Mesa League team. Seniors, Jesse Edgar and Jacob Coogan 
both made the Second Team All-Offensive Team and Sophomore, Andrew Martinez, made the Second Team All-Defensive 
Team.

The 2009 Mater Dei Cross Country team, a Division IV team par-
ticipated competitively in the Mesa League, running against CIF 
state qualifying Division I and II teams. The XC 2009 student-
athletes came from all grade levels and athletic backgrounds. Our 
runners demonstrated a high level of commitment, who acceler-
ated expediently in talent and ability through team goal-setting, 
personal training, and strong commitment to excellence. Return-
ing seniors included Johanna Rhein, state championship runner in 
2006, Diane Moore, Sam Canto-Reyna, and Alicia Lopez.

FALL SPORTS

FOOTBALL

CROSS COUNTRY
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FALL SPORTS

The 2009 season was a successful one for the aqua-crusad-
ers. The team finished with a 15-7 record and claimed their 
second league championship in three years. Leading the 
way for the aqua-crusaders was a cast of talented players. 
Sergio Fourzan, Kalum Figy, Mark Laturno, Ivan Chavez, 
Raymond Lugo, Eric Martinez and Andrew Thein were 
among the standouts for this group. Sergio Fourzan was 
selected as the South Bay League’s Most Valuable Player 
and was also selected to the 1st Team All-CIF Academic 
Team. Sergio has now become the all time leading goal 
scorer in Mater Dei History. Team Captain Kalum Figy, 
who was three year varsity starter, was named to the first 
team all South Bay League.  Anchoring the defense for the 
aqua-crusaders was goalie Mark Laturno. Mark set a Mater 
Dei record for goalies with 251 saves in the 2009 season.

WOMEN’S GOLF

WATER POLO
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A great season. We played 3 preseason tune-up matches 
with private schools out of our league and dominated 
them all. Team has had a perfect 30-0 record for the last 
3 years in regular season matches. Team was seeded  #4 
in the CIF playoffs and got a bye in the first round, and 
then we defeated OLP in the second round. We then 
had to play the #1 seed, Cathedral in the third round 
and they defeated us and also won the CIF playoffs. We 
had one doubles team make it to the CIF doubles cham-
pionships and they won their first round and lost in the 
second round. In singles we had two girls make it to the 
CIF singles playoffs, Mariel Castillo Castas and Jenny 
Borck. Mariel won her first event and got knock out in 
the second round. Jenny was seeded #7, she won her first 
two rounds and got beaten by the #2 seed in the quarter 
finals.  Our Lady Crusaders did all we hoped for and 
much more this year and we look forward to another 
great year next fall.

This year’s Lady Crusader Golf Team featured a team of four re-
turning girls and two first time golfers.  With that in mind the 
team finished with a 3-10 record in the tough Mesa League in the 
Metro Conference. Lead by All Mesa League player Perla Labo-
rin and returning players Fernanda De La Parra, Melisa Fajardo, 
and Lorena Troncoso and new players Ana Alcantara and Dani 
Aguilar the team struggled at times but the girls never let their 
spirits get down. Perla Laborin was named MVP for the team and 
junior Fernanda De La Parra was named Most Improved Player 
and senior Dani Aguilar was awarded the Coach’s Award for her 
play and team spirit. 
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Mary Searcy Bixby ‘ 65  
Altus-The Charter School of San Diego Founder, President, & CEO 
Mary Searcy Bixby received the 2009 “Women Who Mean Busi-
ness” Award from the San Diego Business Journal. Alongside other 
prestigious recipients, Bixby was chosen from 167 nominees for this 
honor recognizing local women for their outstanding contributions 
to business, the government, and the San Diego community. This is 
the San Diego Business Journal’s 16th year presenting these awards.

Vanessa Gonzales ’03  
Graduated from UC Irvine. I now work at my alma mater as an Ad-
missions Counselor. I’m getting married in January 2010.

Xchel Palafox ’03 
I just finished college last year, and I am now an Engineer.  I continue 
to play baseball and I live in Ensenada, Baja California.

Hector Duran Jr., ’05 
Field Engineer for San Diego Gas & Electric on the GAS side.

Nicole Myers ’06 
 Going to school at Long Beach State and playing Varsity Soccer.

Cynthia Garibaldi ’06 
Senior at San Diego State University and majoring in Business Ad-
ministration.

Sarah Jimenez ’06  
In my senior year at Thomas Aquinas College where, upon gradu-
ation, I will have earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Liberal Arts.

Sergio Ortiz ‘06   
At SDSU majoring in Kinesiology with a focus on Physical Ther-
apy. Thinking about combining my major in Physical Therapy, with 
my EMT and Paramedic certification and to look into medical 
school in the future. 

Maureen Alcock ‘06  
Entering my senior year at UCLA with an Anthropology Major, 
B.S., and a pre-optometry focus. After graduation, I hope to attend 
the Southern California College of Optometry.

Cynthia Rodriguez ’07  
Attending San Diego State and majoring in Child Development 
minoring in counseling and social change

Bernardo Lara ’07  
Started my third year of Priestly Formation for the Diocese of San 
Diego and in my junior year at the University of San Diego.

Emily Gonzales ’08   
Attending Southwest College as a History major.

Maria Egger ’08   
At Bard College; Simon’s Rock, Massachusetts, majoring in Psy-
chology and Studio Arts.

Please email Bill Gerken at bgerken@materdeicatholic.org with information
about college, marriage, births, jobs, etc., so we can tell the

Crusader Community about you!

Keeping in Touch

On Sunday, October 11 over 120 golfers or those who think they can golf spread out over the 18 holes at Eastlake Country 
Club to enjoy a beautiful fall day and 18 holes of golf.  After the round of golf, all gathered on the patio to enjoy a wonderful 
buffet dinner and recognize those who excelled on the course.  Led by the school principal, George Milke ’72, his team cap-
tured first place in the four person best ball scramble.  Along with George, his team consisted of Mark Daly ’73, David Bushey 
and George’s son Scott.  A great day of golf and a great way to raise funds for the Tuition Assistance program for Mater Dei 
Catholic High School which supports current Crusaders who need financial assistance.  You can always go to the school web 

site, www.materdeicatholic.org, to make an online donation to Mater Dei Catholic High School.   
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To theCrusaders

2009 HALL OF FAME

ALUMNI  NEWS

On November 5, 2009, over 100 alumni and friends gathered in the foyer of the Bosco Center at 
MDCHS to salute the new inductees into the Crusader Sports Hall of Fame.  

TEAM INDUCTEE: 1966 – 67 Boy’s Basketball Team – There to accept the honor were team members, Pat O’Neill ‘67, 
John Warner ‘67, Bob Maruca ‘67, Mike Durham ’67, Terry Daly ‘68, Michael Clingan, son of David Clingan ‘67 and Coach 
Jan Chapman. Not present: Steve Bajo ‘68, Bob Larkin ‘67, Tom Stuart ‘68, Bruce French ‘68.   

COACH INDUCTEE:  Karen Klein Day Cravens ‘71

INDIVIDUAL INDUCTEES: Bob Maruca ’67 and Jim Grady ’73 ( Jim could not make it and will be formally inducted during 
this year’s ceremony.  

This year’s Crusader Hall of Fame Induction will be on Thursday, September 30, 2010, with homecoming the following night,        
October 1, 2010, at 7:00 p.m.  You can go the alumni portal of the MDCHS web site and download a form for a Crusader you would 
like to nominate for the Crusader Sports Hall of Fame. 

Pictured: Mike Clingan, Bob Maruca, Mike Durham, John Warner, Jan Chapman, Pat O’Neill, Terry Daly

Dear fellow Crusaders, 

The Crusader class of 2010 that started as freshmen in our Marian campus will graduate from our state of the art facility at Mater 
Dei Catholic.  The campus location may have changed, but the Crusader spirit remains the same.  For the second year in a row, the 
class celebrating its 45th reunion year, the Class of 1965, will be invited to attend the graduation of the Crusader Class of 2010 and 
join them on the dais as they receive their diplomas.  A member of the Class of 1965 will be invited to be the commencement speaker.  

This coming fall, the school will host a number of events which will help celebrate the 50th anniversary of the start of Marian High 
School.  Visit the alumni portal of the school’s web site to find out more about these events as they get formalized.   

As we embark on a new era, I would like to ask each of you to think about supporting our alma mater and the Crusaders who attend 
Mater Dei Catholic.  Your Alumni Association has started an alumni scholarship fund to support the children of Crusader Alum like 
ourselves when they attend MDCHS.  You can go to the MDCHS web site and provide an online gift to support our alumni scholar-
ship.  These donations are tax deductible and are a great way to start the New Year.  

If you would like more information about the Crusader Alumni Association Events and activities, please visit the MDCHS web site.  
You can also get information via our “Marian and Mater Dei Crusaders Alumni Association” page on Facebook.  It’s a great time to 
get involved and continue the Crusader tradition.  

Truly yours,

Carlos Varela ‘89, President, Crusader Alumni Association



The first indisputable lesson: poverty is real.  It was dif-
ficult for them to imagine consuming less than three meals a day, 
a few bottles of water or a coffee treat from Starbucks, until repre-
sentatives from Food for the Poor appeared in class and changed 
their worldview in a matter of 90 minutes.  Deacon Tony and 
Sharon Albers facilitated an in-service on poverty in the third-
world, particularly in Haiti. They presented statistics and pictures, 
and led a lively discussion on structural causes of poverty.  Stu-
dents acted out a skit in which a first-world child interacted with 
a third-world child. They all felt sorry for the third-world child 
as they began to understand that he represented those who lack 
the resources to meet basic needs. The presentation began to open 
their eyes and their hearts.  But it wasn’t until the students held a 
Haitian cookie in their hands that the second lesson emerged.

The second indisputable lesson: the pains of hunger are 
disturbing. If you have never heard of a Haitian cookie, it is liter-
ally a “cookie” made of mud and baked in the sun. The mud cookie 
contains parasites and toxins from polluted water and has no nu-
tritional value. Why do Haitian mothers make mud cookies for 
their children to eat? The answer is simple. There is nothing else 

to eat.  A mud cookie will temporarily relieve hunger pains and 
it will keep a child’s digestive track open, in the event the child 
obtains a little food. The fact is when children don’t eat, they die. 
With this information, the students started to ask the right ques-
tions. What are we to do? How can we save these children from 
starving to death? Deacon Tony and Sharon shared a simple so-
lution. It is called “Plumpy Nut”.  Plumpy Nut is a peanut based 
paste infused with vitamins and minerals.  Plumpy Nut is admin-
istered by doctors and can save a child dying from malnutrition. 
It requires consuming two packs of the paste per day for 20 days. 
What is the cost of one pack of Plumpy Nut? Twenty-five cents.

The third indisputable lesson: we waste money on un-
important things. We all admitted it. We waste more than 25 
cents a day on things we don’t need. So, how much money could 
we set aside for the children of Haiti if every senior donated a 
quarter a day for the remainder of the school year?  This is where 
Social Justice meets Math.  Our calculation brought us to the 
conclusion that we could set aside enough money to purchase 
25,000 packs of Plumpy Nut, that’s $6,250. 

FOOD FOR THE POOR
What do you think of when you hear the word justice? Perhaps you think about fairness and accountability. Maybe you consider the re-
tributive saying, “an eye for an eye”. Our Mater Dei Catholic seniors have recently concluded their first semester immersed in studying 
Catholic Social Teaching by working together to uncover not only the meaning of justice, but more importantly how to respond justly in a 
world where so many suffer from the pains of exclusion and loneliness, violence and turmoil, and hunger and poverty. At a time in history 
when our domestic and global economy has harmfully impacted all of humanity, our seniors have discovered they play a significant role in 
alleviating the suffering caused by injustice. In addition, they have begun to recognize the complicated causes of injustice. Along the way, 
they have learned some indisputable lessons.



providing for the poorThe fourth indisputable lesson: giving is contagious. What happens when one person gives? It catches on.  Day after day, seniors do-
nated their quarters, sometimes dollars, and even fives and tens (once in a while a few Andrew Jacksons appeared). It did not take long 
before the juniors joined in. After an appeal went out to the sophomore and freshman classes during Advent Chapel Adoration, it seems 
everyone started pitching in. Hundreds of dollars started rolling in day after day. And then our abundant God chipped in. Food for the 
Poor received funds to match any donations received by December 31. By Christmas break, the student body donated $2,767.60. The 
matching donation was sent to an orphanage in Haiti. The funds are being used to purchase 11,068 packs of Plumpy Nut and 55, 352 
meals to keep the children in the orphanage from going hungry. Donations will continue being accepted throughout the remainder of 
the school year.  The seniors still intend to meet their original goal of $6,250.00. All donations are welcome and appreciated.  

The fifth indisputable lesson: those in need are all around us. What about people here at home?  Everywhere we turn there are people 
suffering and in need; war veterans, disabled people, the sick, abused children, the elderly, mentally ill, homeless, the imprisoned, the 
unemployed, victims of crimes, refugees, the hungry and immigrants.  We certainly do not see all of those in need every day, but they 
are they are among us, suffering quietly. What can we do to reach out and support them?  With that question in mind, seniors began 
researching the needs of our local community.  They learned there is plenty to do.  In groups, they began contacting organizations to find 
out what they could do to help. They also discovered there are many concerned citizens who care deeply for their neighbors and there 
are endless organizations who work tirelessly to alleviate suffering in our own community. They also realized their time and talents are 
more valuable to the community than money and their service is valuable.

The sixth indisputable lesson: we should care about the poor and suffering because God does. Our Catholic faith teaches us that every 
human being is created by God, in God’s image with human dignity. Christ taught us through his life, death and resurrection that his 
Father, is the God of compassion. Because we are made in the image and likeness of God, we are to reflect God’s compassion in all we 
do and all that we are. 

Pray for those who suffer and for those who dedicated themselves to feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the imprisoned, and 
comforting the afflicted. Also, pray for those who suffered in the earthquakes in Haiti, may they find the strength to endure this tragedy. 
May we all answer Christ’s call by responding, “Lord I hear you, I see you, and I will feed you.”

Advancement
To those of you who have already contributed to this year’s Annual Crusade, we sincerely and gratefully thank you.  To those of you 
who are considering a gift, please do so with the full consideration of the impact your gift will have on the students of Mater Dei.  
The Annual Crusade runs from July 1 to June 30 of each school year and includes all of our fundraising efforts which help augment 
our school’s operating budget.  So far to date the Annual Crusade has raised over $180,000 from 272 donors. As we approach the 
end of our fiscal year, please consider your support of Mater Dei as particularly meaningful, knowing that your gift is truly one that 
will impact lives for years to come.  

One of the exciting ways that you can help us is by considering the 20/20 Vision Program.  When you enroll in the 20/20 Vision 
Program you pledge to make a $20/month contribution for 20 months.  When your pledge is completed, we will have a special 
memorial Mass where you will be invited to have a friend or relative memorialized both during the Mass and on a commemorative 
brick paver behind Marian Chapel on campus. We hope it will be a meaningful way for our community to gather in prayer each year 
to remember someone that has influenced their lives.  All donors who have given over $400 this fiscal year or who have completed 
their 20/20 pledge will be invited to the Memorial Mass on June 19, 2010.  Please fill out the enclosed pledge card or visit www.
materdeicatholic.org and click on the giving tab to be a part of this year’s Annual Crusade.

All gifts received in response to this campaign will be recognized in the annual report that will be produced this summer.   To prop-
erly recognize our many donors, we have decided to inaugurate Annual Crusade giving levels as follows:

Heritage Society   $5,000 +  Crusader Club    $100 - $399
President’s Society   $1,000 - $4,999  Friend     Up to $99
Blue & Gold Club   $400 - $999 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions at (619) 621-5705 or at jrey@materdeicatholic.org. 
Thanks for your continued support of Mater Dei Catholic High School.
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9-11  9th Grade Registration, 1-5 p.m.

10 Career Day

11-12 Senior Retreat

29 Easter Break begins – School & Offices closed

 

12 School Resumes

22 National Honor Society Ceremony

5 Grandparents Day/May Crowning Liturgy

15 Senior/Junior Prom

20 ASB Elections

21 Senior Class ESLR Presentations 

  – NO SCHOOL for Grades 9-10-11

26 Spring Award Ceremony

27 Senior Grad Night at Disneyland

3-4-7 Senior Final Exams

8 Senior Final Make up Exams

8-9-10 Grades 9-10-11 Final Exams

10 Baccalaureate Mass

11 Graduation

19 Alumni Memorial Mass

28 Summer Session begins
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