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As we enter a new school 
year, I am pleased to report 
the incredible progress we 

have made at Mater Dei. This fall, we 
expand to include our first-ever 6th 
grade class at Mater Dei Juan Diego 
Academy as Mater Dei gets one step 
closer to becoming a TK-12 school by 
2021. Our total student body for both 

schools has grown to nearly 1,250, and we continue to expand 
programs, services and our focus on globalization.

Think Globally, Act Locally
Mater Dei’s culture of academic excellence, leadership, service 
and community outreach is molding young men and women 
to have a positive impact on the world. Our summer internship 
program grew to include 140 internships with industry leaders 
throughout San Diego. We embarked on our first international 
mission trip to Costa Rica, where our students gave their time 
and talent to help two elementary schools, while immersing 
themselves in a different culture and participating in new Holy 
Week traditions. We’re working to deepen our partnerships 
with local non-profit organizations and expand that presence 
nationally and internationally.

Leaders for Christ
Our support programs such as the Aquinas 
Center for Learning and Language 
Academy encourage students to take 
initiative and become true advocates 
while building confidence and leadership 
skills. Our renown Academy of Science 
continues to give students hands-on 
practical experiences to solve real-world 
problems both on and off campus. Finally, 
experiences such as the Senior Capstone 
Project reinforce the importance of using 
our gifts to build God’s Kingdom.

Through the leadership of Mater Dei Catholic High School 
Principal Frank Stingo and Mater Dei Juan Diego Academy Principal 
Leticia Oseguera, we have built a strong, unified vision to become 
a global learning community that puts Christ first. We have made 
investments in the security and safety of our campus, expanding 
our security staff to include retired law enforcement professionals, 
along with additional surveillance cameras. These safety measures 
provide opportunities for students to thrive. At the high school, 
we added a new Assistant Principal for Academics and a school 
counselor this year to help with the increased demand of students 
motivated to get into top universities across the nation.

A Heart for Social Justice
We will continue to increase our focus in the areas of social 
justice and Christian service. Our endowment fund continues to 
grow, and more of our students are receiving the needed financial 
aid to make Catholic education a reality. We thank everyone who 
came out for our first Blue & Gold Gala. It was quite a success, 
and we encourage you to join us next April for round two. Our 
VAPA program greatly benefited from this fundraiser. We were 
able to add a new TK-12 VAPA Department Chair and will be 
expanding our performing arts programs for all grade levels.

As you can see, we are well positioned for the future. 
Over the past four years, Mater Dei has seen an increase in 
enrollment, engagement, endowment and energy! Our culture 
of faith, family, leadership and service has led to a safe and 
vibrant learning environment that allows all our students to 
thrive academically, emotionally and spiritually. Now, more  
than ever, Mater Dei is The Place to Be! 

In Mission,

John Rey, CPA, CFP
President

A MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT

Mater Dei is cultivating global leaders

MAKING A 
POSITIVE IMPACT 
ON THE WORLD
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Mater Dei’s 

culture of academic 

excellence, 

leadership, service 

and community 

outreach is molding 

young men and 

women to have a 

positive impact 

on the world.

LEFT TO RIGHT: MDJDA Principal Mrs. Leticia Oseguera, 
President Mr. John Rey and MDCHS Principal Mr. Frank Stingo
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the place to be

mater dei catholic 
high School

811
OPEN HOUSE 

VISITORS

OPEN HOUSE

8TH GRADE 
VISITATION

There are many areas of our school 
that stand out from other high 
schools. You will find in this issue 

of the Crusader Connection what we are 
doing to develop solid young men and 
women focused on living Christ’s mission.

The Language Academy—Page 8
Given our close proximity to the border, we need to place a focus on 
making education possible for English language learners to succeed in 
college, careers and beyond. The Language Academy offers the necessary 
foundational support for these students to be successful. By scaffolding the 
English language more for them, students can build their language skills each 
year and leave Mater Dei with academic honors, CSF, NHS and GPA Awards.

The Aquinas Center—Page 9
At Mater Dei, we are proud to serve students of all backgrounds and skill 
levels through our Aquinas Center. Our team works with a slightly different 
pedagogy. They liaison with faculty to help students academically and with 
the development of life skills. This builds confidence and helps students to 
advocate for themselves and improve executive functioning.

VAPA is Expanding—Page 10
We are excited to announce Leslee Myers as our new K-12 VAPA 
Department Chair. She will be building an infrastructure to expand our 
performing arts program at MDCHS and MDJDA. Research shows students 
enjoy school more  and they perform better in school when they have 
creative outlets. We encourage our students to use their artistic gifts to 
positively impact our campus.

The Academy of Science—Page 12
The Academy of Science develops true collaboration and leadership in 
students. Students get to choose courses they are interested in and work 
with faculty to support them. Adding the EnergiTree to the Earth Bench 
was a great example of a student-driven project that was 3-4 years in 
the making. Students learned the project management skills needed to 
make a proposal, work with peers, approach teachers and administration, 
create a budget and bring their project to life.

Students are Learning by Doing—Pages 23-25
Our Academy of Science summer internships separate us from all other high 
schools. We are sending our students out in the world to work in labs at UCSD, 
in the Old Globe Theatre or at Aviation Camps. More than 140 of our students 
are paired with mentors and participate in real-life experiences in the STEAM 
area. Seniors are also required to do a Capstone Project to investigate an area 
of interest and present the lessons learned about their experiences.

Safety at Mater Dei—Page 26
Students can’t become self-actualized if they don’t feel safe. We’ve made 
investments in the physical and emotional safety of our students. To create 
a safe learning environment for students, we have programs such as the 
Aquinas Center, Language Academy, Science Academy and VAPA, which 
help support students in taking academic risks in the classroom. Hopefully 
our students grow and leave this place feeling confident in who they are. 
All of our teachers are certified in Youth Mental Health First Aid.

The Costa Rica Mission Trip—Page 44
With an increased focus on incorporating social justice and service 
into what we do, we branched out this year with a 9-day service trip to 
Costa Rica. Our students positively represented Mater Dei and worked in 
schools doing physical labor, emotional counseling, teaching and playing 
soccer with the local kids. It gave them perspective, helped them form 
lifelong friendships, exposed them to new Easter traditions and taught 
them about another culture.

Mater Dei Catholic High School 
Principal Frank Stingo 
on why MDCHS  
is the Place to Be!

DScan this 
photo (right) 
with HP Reveal 
to see a video 
we featured 
at open house 
(Instructions 
on page 1)
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Congratulations  
to our 2019 hspt 
Scholarship recipients!

ARROYO VISTA CHARTER
Francisco Cardenas Beltran (P)

BONITA VISTA MIDDLE
Julian To (P)

CALVARY CHRISTIAN
Kenneth Tran (P)

EASTLAKE MIDDLE
Ryan Duarte (PR)

Colin Bajo Smith (M) 
Haiden Schoenecker (M)

GOOD SHEPHERD SCHOOL
Kaylee Muckerman (PR)

HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL
Laurie Ganih (PR)

NAZARETH SCHOOL
Margarita Alfaro (P)

OUR LADY OF GRACE
Maeve Hagerty (PR)
Payton Norman (PR) 
Nadia Ripplinger (M)

OUR LADY OF  
MT. CARMEL SCHOOL

Carlos Figueroa-Valdez (M)

RANCHO DEL REY MIDDLE
Nathan Manipon (P)

Joshua-Roman Vicente (P)

ST. CHARLES SCHOOL
Santiago Soto Brizuela (M)

ST. COLUMBA SCHOOL
Sohini Mody (PR)

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS
Alejandro Almada (M)

Luis Gomez-Robledo (M)
Marco Mascareno (M)

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
ACADEMY

Aden Matthew Shafer (PR)
Jackson Yakos (P)

Isabella Giordano (M)

ST. PIUS X SCHOOL
Jared Paredes (PR)
Natalie Brenes (M)
Ethan Delacruz (M)

ST. RITA SCHOOL
Arianne Daw (PR)

Manuel Benedict Tamares (PR)

ST. ROSE OF LIMA SCHOOL
Hugo Gutierrez (PR)

Sophia Alexandria Manalo (P)
Kevin Lim (M)

Isabella Purcell (M)

ST. THERESE ACADEMY
Bianca Demarchi (P)

Presidential (PR) 
Principal (P) 
Merit (M) 

 
Students were required to 

take the HSPT exam at 
Mater Dei Catholic on 
January 26, 2019 to be 

eligible. List includes students 
who have accepted their 

scholarship award.

50% SCHOLARSHIP FOR 4 YEARS

meritprincipal

75% SCHOLARSHIP FOR 4 YEARS

presidential

100% SCHOLARSHIP FOR 4 YEARS

33
HSPT SCHOLARSHIP 

RECIPIENTS

437
HSPT TESTERS
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940
HIGH SCHOOL 

STUDENTS

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY

RALLIES
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AWARDS FOR 
ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE
(Cumulative Grade 
Point Average 
of 4.0 or higher)

BISHOP FUREY 
AWARD FOR  
ACADEMIC  
EXCELLENCE
{ FRESHMEN }
Alejandro Alcocer
Ryan Alfonso
Aidan Alpenia
Josef Rigo Batiancila
Daniel Blair
Nathanael Check
Jane Clark
Marianne Corpuz
Mark Cu
Brayden Daen
Gabriela Del Toro
Mylie Dela Rosa
Kathryn Dick
Paul Dolby
Melissa Esparza- 

Villarreal
Maria Felix
Gianna Figueroa
Angelo Ganzon
Nicole Gayosso 

Valencia
Mya Hiatt
Evelyn Hilgeman
Erik Lefebvre
Jeremy Macchiarella
Nicholas Macchiarella
Michal Machniak
Charlize Maltby
Nicole Manuel
Maria Marquez
Arantxa Mendiola
Diya Patel
Skylar Pay
Adriana Petro
Connor Pham
Talia Quiroga
Carolina Reynoso Torres
Abril Rivera
Paulina Rodriguez Garcia
Yadina Rodriguez-Diaz
Alejandra Romandia 

Gonzalez
Bernardette Solares 

Bolaños
Sofia Santiago
Isabella Sevilla
Christopher Sulier
Diego Tirado
Andre Christian Torres
Melina Vicente
James Walrath
Luca Watson
Andre Wichman
Natalie Zwick

BISHOP BUDDY 
AWARD FOR 
ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE
{ SOPHOMORES }
Nellie Leticia Alonso
Christian Arambula
Evelyn Arambula
Julianne Arballo
Lauren Bajo-Smith
Sara Beckman
David Brown
Sofia Cacho
Marissa Caguioa
Craig Carter
Andres Castellanos
Priscilla Ceja
Mary Margaret Chiappe
Louis Cimmino
Kate Clifton
Alexander De Guzman
Matthew Dharmawan
Victor Duenas Gonzalez
Maximo Gutierrez
Carlos Elias
Isabella Estrada
Diana Felix-Ibarra
Brynn Gorney
Rodrigo Hernandez
Emilio Hernandez-

Equihua
Abigail Ilusorio
Alexander Ilusorio
Timothy Jordan
Gillian Justice
Imani Kirksy
Amalia Koch
Charles Krokel
Emily Kwon
Richard Manalo
Simon Mattar
John Meshinsky
Madeline Meyers
Veronica Molina
Sophia Nguyen
Patrick Nieves
James Andrew Paredes
Rachel Penick
Bryan Potter
Abraham Rachlin
Benjamin Ramirez
Dominic Ramirez
Maria Reyes
George Roddy
Emma Rosendale
Galia Santana-Oikawa
CamilleAnn Schnitzius
Miguel Serrato
Mason Spounias
Brenda Tamayo
Damian To
Sofia Torres Garcia
Rachel Trus

BISHOP BROM 
AWARD FOR 
ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE
{ JUNIORS }
Frances Nicole Alfonso
Isabella Alvarez
Kailey Araki
Carolina Arevalo Moises
Aaliyah Balagtas
Jae Barajas
Joany Baron
Alexi Brown
Christine Carey
Zaia Castruita
Samantha Firsht
Gabriela Fonseca Luna
Andrea Garibaldi 

Guerrero
Elia Garibaldi Guerrero
Isabella Garibaldi 

Guerrero
Valeria Gonzalez Perez
Joseph Hagerty
Ezekiel Isidro
Nigel Aidan Jorge
Reagan Koster
Alexis Lona
Kyler Mamou
Hennessy Martinez
Miguel Mendoza
Preston Munoz
Jordan Norman
Anahid Ounigian
Samantha Peter
Alena Ramirez
Hector Reyes
Antonio Reyes
Sarah Salisbury
Mariam Sanchez
Joseph Sandoval
Nathalia Solano Avalos
Linda Solares Bolaños
Mackenzie Tassiello
Julian Tiong
Eric Trus
Alejandra Zepeda

BISHOP MAHER 
AWARD FOR 
ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE
{ SENIORS }
Jasmine Riannah 

Adamos
Fernando Alcocer
Karlos Bautista
Talejah Baxter
Tristan Brown
Karen Campos
Adrian Carretero 

Chavez
Madeline Castillo
Natalie Chavarria
Jameson Coolidge
Enrique Corona
Ryan Cu

Edward De Leon
Enrique Esparza- 

Villarreal
John Estrada
Ryan Gapski
Maria Garcia-Estreyer
Jonathan Gaytan
Cesar Gomez
Sophia Jorge
Sophia Jordan
Edria Kabiling
Spencer Kacijancic
Alfred Lopez
Isabella Molina
Alexia Morales
Eduardo Nunez
John Rodinec
Isabel Roji
Nicholas Salisbury
Jackson Salvestrini
Paul Samson
Phoebe San Pedro
Arleth Santana
Christian Silva
Kathryn Zwick

AWARDS FOR 
ACADEMIC 
FIRST HONORS
(Cumulative Grade 
Point Average of  
3.8 to 3.99)

{ FRESHMEN }
Laura Brown
Eric Brenes
Eros Castaneda
Liliana Chavez
Guillermo Del Rio
Alaisa Garrido
Haylee Joffman
Kristiana Kara Ibanez
Amy Jones
Caroline Kettlehake
John Klimsak
Keith Moreno
Daniela Muralles
Jasmine Navarro
Jacelle Oliveros
Viviana Oliveros
Alejandra Ortiz
Georgia Overby
Angeline Piatek
Joseph Pinell Guzman
Dominic Reilly
Jennalyn Robeniol
Patrick Rodriguez
Catalina Roji
Karla Saldana
Jacob Vasquez
Alexa Villegas
Victoria Zepeda

{ SOPHOMORES }
Zoie Aquino-Limbag
Sarah Campos

2018-2019 Crusader Academic Awards
Ana Luisa Carrillo
Jennah Chu
Patty Contreras
Nicholas Dela Rosa
Christopher Joseph 

De Vault
Isabella Fernandez 

de Castro
Matthew Fitts
Alexander Flores
Estibaly Garcia Rubio
Samantha Graham
David Jazo
Paul Ivan Ledesma
Chatal Lopez
Michael Lopez
Itzel Esparza
Iveth Magaña Jaquez
Adriana Mamou
Rodrigo Martinez
Niala Mitchell
Alisha Pipkins
Sophia Salcido
Isabella Sanchez
Sabrina Tabiu
Brielle Tapia
Oscar Tapia Gallegos
Lara Vizon

{ JUNIORS }
Valeria Arias-Millan
Evan Besker
Adrian Calderon
Daniella Campuzano
Daniela Dalton
Ana Delgado
Kaylee Dundee
Sarah Fieck
Oscar Gracias
Arely Jimenez Vidrio
Brianna Keller
Ziye Liu
Sabino Muro
Ximenna Nieto Millan
Jorge Ortiz
Stephanie Otte
Mary Grace Reilly
Andrea Ruvalcaba
Zaria Verdell
Jesus Vindiola

{ SENIORS }
Alejandro Corona
Adrian Garcia 

Marmolejo
Jonathan Emmanuel 

Gomez
Sebastian Hernandez-

Nowotny
Jalyse Hanson
Andrew Landin
Rodrigo Lamas
David Monjaraz
Mariana Solares 

Bolaños

CRUSADER CONNECTION 7



13
LANGUAGE 
ACADEMY 
STUDENTS 
INDUCTED 

INTO NATIONAL 
HONOR SOCIETY 

IN 2018-2019 

S
tudents in the Language Academy often 

enter with a lack of confidence and 

motivation due to past academic failure 

or the natural insecurity that comes from 

working in a second language. However, students 

gain essential confidence after just a year in the 

Language Academy. The Language Academy has 

grown in its definition by now including, not just 

English language learners, but all students with low 

academic language, reading and writing abilities.

Many Language Academy students went to 

public elementary and middle schools but did 

not receive the help they needed in oversized 

classrooms. These students are now benefiting 

from smaller class sizes and the Language 

Academy’s diversified levels of support.

The Language Academy is seamlessly integrated 

into Mater Dei Catholic High School. Incoming 9th 

grade students with low entrance exam scores 

are evaluated individually for proper placement 

in classes. These students receive a class called 

English for Academic Purposes to prepare them 

before the academic year begins. Through the 

Language Academy, all 9th grade students receive 

an Academic and Technological Literacy (ATL) class 

and speech class. ATL helps them learn academic 

norms for high school and develop the technology 

and study skills needed to be successful. The 

speech class centers on academic communication 

skills and rhetoric, providing intensive language 

development at a rigorous level.

The Language Academy serves about 150 

students per year in class and almost 400 students 

in after-school tutoring. Of the students who first 

entered with test scores indicating a 3rd to 6th 

grade reading level, 80% are now thriving.

Last year in the Language Academy, 20% of 

sophomores, 19% of seniors, and 9% of freshmen 

and juniors received first or second honors. About 

9% are members of the National Honor Society. An 

increasing number of Language Academy students 

are also becoming part of the Academy of Science 

and participating in summer internships and 

professional presentations. These success stories 

are making four-year college acceptance a reality 

for Language Academy students.

Language Academy Students Are Thriving

Striving

Excellence

LANGUAGE ACADEMY 
& AQUINAS CENTER

Academicfor

8 CRUSADER CONNECTION



Tell me about your school 
experience prior to coming 
to Mater Dei?
I started in public school, which was 
rough because they didn’t offer one-
on-one support to tend to my personal 
needs. Because of this, it took me a lot 
longer to learn. I would go home every 
day and get help from my mom so I could 
understand the material. I think this is 
why my mom is so invested in school and 
cares so much about my learning. I didn’t 
know why I couldn’t understand like the 
rest of the class. I felt different and stupid.

What were some of 
your challenges?
My biggest challenge was reading, 
especially reading on my own. My 
attention span was that of a fly, so it 
was hard to focus, and I wasn’t able to 
comprehend as fast. I had to go over 
everything at least five times just to 
keep up. Science, math or any subject 
that included numbers made me feel 
anxious, nervous and confused. This 
impacted my friendships because 
people thought I was stupid.

How has the Language Academy/
Aquinas Center helped you?
The Aquinas Center helped me get 
organized and provided me with the one-
on-one support I needed. Mrs. Ackman 
communicated with all of my teachers to 
best advocate for how I could successfully 
understand class material. At first, the 
small class size was different because 
most of my classes had only 20-30 kids. 
After the first week, this small class 
helped me to speak up and connect with 
others. It helped me to be more social and 
develop my confidence with how I learn 
and who I am as a person. I learned how 
to communicate, and more specifically, 
how to ask for help. The Aquinas Center 

helped me deal with my anxiety 
by explaining what it was and 
how it hurt me. I learned how 
to manage and prevent it from 
destroying my day.

What were your 
initial goals?
When I first started high school, 
I didn’t know what to expect. I 
wasn’t worried about grades, 
but was more focused on my 
friends and creating my own 
group. Making friends came easier at 
Mater Dei. Once I got into the Aquinas 
Center, I had a couple of friends. I realized 
I needed to focus on my classes and get 
my priorities straight.

How have you been able 
to achieve your goals?
I learned from previous mistakes. With 
friends, I learned to calm down and not 
try so hard. With academics, I learned 
that asking for help allowed me to better 
control my stress. I knew what was 
going on and felt more confident in the 
classroom. I learned strategies on how to 
manage and prevent my anxiety.

What have you been involved with 
at school outside of Academics?
I have participated in robotics, choir 
and lacrosse.

What are your hopes 
for the future?
I hope to get through college without 
putting myself into bad situations 
where I stress myself out. I want to be 
a psychologist that works with teens 
because I know this is the most important 
time of life and that everyone needs 
someone to help them with their emotions. 
My ultimate goal is to return to Mater Dei 
as a counselor. I also want to have kids 

because being a father means that I can 
raise another person to be anything they 
want to be!

Who are your biggest advocates/
mentors at Mater Dei and why?
Mr. Lily and Mr. Bookser were great 
mentors who helped me with life and 
classwork. I felt like they weren’t just 
teachers, but they were there to cheer 
me on.

Mrs. Ackman is like a mother to me. 
She taught me lessons about life and has 
always been willing to support me with 
school work, friendships and pretty much 
anything to help me understand who I am 
as a person.

What would you say to encourage 
other incoming Language Academy 
or Aquinas Center students?
Give them a chance. Don’t let other 
people’s impression impact your view or 
willingness to get support. ✶

The Mater Dei  
Aquinas Center  
Offers One-On-One 
Support to Increase 
Aptitude & Confidence

6
AVG. CLASS SIZE 

FOR AQUINAS CENTER

A Q&A with Javon Simmons • by Jacquelyn Ackman

CRUSADER CONNECTION 9



VAPA (VISUAL AND 
PERFORMING ARTS)

WINTER AND SPRING 
DRAMA PRODUCTIONS
This year, Mater Dei’s drama program put on two outstanding 
productions, Antigone in Munich and You Can’t Take It With 
You. These plays could not be any more different, one a 
tragedy and the other a comedy. The actors, stage crew and 
emcees grew a lot and had their talents stretched, moving 
from one genre to the next. Both plays were smashing 
successes, as students, faculty, alumni and families came to 
watch our students light up the theater. We are so grateful 
and proud of the fantastic job performed by the entire cast 
and crew of both performances.

ART SHOW
The Spring Art Show was an amazing opportunity 
for the artists of Mater Dei to display their work. 
Pieces created by the students in visual arts & 
computer graphics classes decorated the walls 
of the theater. The art show also provided an 
excellent opportunity to showcase the work 
created by students in the Mater Dei Comics Club. 
The exhibition coincided with a production of the 
play You Can’t Take It with You, which followed 
the art show. Friends and family members 
got to appreciate the talents of the artists and 
performers and enjoy a reception afterwards. 
Portraits of students’ favorite celebrities, graphic 
models made of vases and buildings, morphed 
photographs of sunsets and roses, a commentary 
comic on climate change and many other 
exhibitions gave the attendees a robust insight into 
the creative minds at Mater Dei.

Program Set to Expand Under Direction 
of New TK-12 Department Chair

VAPA students   
         use their gifts

10 CRUSADER CONNECTION

Congratulations to Jose Oviedo for winning San Diego 

County Fair’s “Best in Show.” He won a $200 award donated 

from CGAEA in honor of Neil and Christine Bruington.

D



9
VAPA COURSES 

OFFERED 
AT MATER DEI
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CHAPEL 
MURAL
By Sofia Santiago

Check out our latest mural 

masterpiece next time you’re on 

campus! Mariana Solares Bolaños 

‘19 designed a mural painting of 

“Mary with the Eucharist,” which 

is displayed at the entrance of 

the Chapel. Nadia Zuniga ‘19 

and Monzerrat Gomez ‘20 also 

contributed their creative talents.

Work began at the beginning of 

the spring semester and continued 

until the end of the school year. 

The project was a collaboration 

between the Art and Theology 

departments. A special thanks is 

extended to Mariana, Monzerrat and 

Nadia for their commitment and 

dedication to beautifying the Chapel 

with their creative efforts, as well 

as to Mr. Schnitzius who graciously 

volunteered to supervise the students 

and Mr. LaFond who provided creative 

direction along the way. The artists’ 

sense of reverence and humility is 

reflected in their work. ✶

JScan photo (left) with  
HP Reveal to see a video 
of the Chapel mural 
(Instructions on page 1)

ABOVE, LEFT TO RIGHT: Nadia Zuniga, Monzerrat Gomez 
and Mariana Solares Bolaños



S
tudents attending the Academy 
of Science don’t just show up to 
learn; they are movers, shakers 
and doers. Most end up with one 
or more internships before they 

graduate. Many are making a positive impact, as 
they learn about citizen science, which includes 
conservation, beach cleanups and other projects 
to make our world better. The most prestigious 
universities in the country are recognizing these 
students’ work through college acceptances and 
continued internship opportunities. In summer 
2019, Mater Dei students will participate in 140 
summer internships!

YEAR 1
Freshmen who finish with a 3.25 GPA and a B+ in 
math, science and English are eligible to apply 
to the Academy of Science for sophomore year. 
Approximately 100 students are accepted.

The goals in the first year are to integrate math 
with science when solving real-world problems, 
specifically in the area of aerospace engineering. 

in the Field and on Campus

Transforming
Our World

ACADEMY  
OF SCIENCE

Solving Real-World Problems

The curriculum also includes health sciences. 
Ms. Beeche, who is working on her master’s, 
teaches conservation biology. This class includes 
field trips on monitoring polar bears using an 
accelerometer, elephant pregnancy testing and 
a visit to the California Wolf Center. Sophomores 
learn how to apply for internships and are 
required to create a college resume. 

YEAR 2 & 3
Juniors can take an AP science class or a dual-
enrollment science college class taught by Dr. Till 
through Southwestern College. This year, Mater 
Dei was the first high school to offer Introduction 
to Physical Geography. Students in this class 
went on a river hike during the super bloom to 
Oak Creek in Mission Trails Regional Park. They 
learned about watershed science, and they even 
got to swim in a waterfall!

In Dr. Till’s Human Geography course, students 
took a field trip to tour USC and UCLA, where 
they learned about city science. Part of the trip 
challenged the juniors to navigate from one 
university to the next using the LA metro system. 
Other aspects of Human Geography include 
globalization epidemiology, climate change, 
entertainment, communications, food science 
and geopolitics.

12 CRUSADER CONNECTION



140
INTERNSHIPS

The Earth Bench is a student-made seating area constructed 

entirely of recycled materials. The construction was built 

with plastic Gatorade bottles filled with non-recyclable trash. The vision for the Earth Bench 

was to create a gathering place and charging station for students. To make that a reality, 

the Academy of Science worked with USD’s Engineering Department to implement a concept 

called micro-gridding by using a renewable energy source called the EnergiTree.  

The EnergiTree’s leaves feature solar panels, and the flower is an actual wind turbine. 

Thanks to the help of student Sovial Sonzeu, the EnergiTree was successfully constructed, 

and students began charging cell phones and laptops by the end of 2018.

EARTH BENCH 
GREEN ENERGY 
CHARGING STATION

AScan photo (above) 
with HP Reveal to learn 
more about our unique 

Academy of Science and 
internship programs 

(Instructions on page 1)
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LION’S CLUB  
SPEECH 
TOURNAMENT
Four Academy of Science students 

competed in the California Lion’s Club 

Speech Tournament in North Park. This 

scholarship program offers students who 

compete at the state level an opportunity 

to win up to $20,000. This year’s topic 

was Freedom of Press: What Does it Mean? 

Timothy Boyd won the Lemon Grove 

Chapter Award, and Mariana Garcia 

Rosette (pictured above) won the North 

Park Chapter and Regional Awards. 

The specific speeches of Mater Dei’s 

participants dealt with the ethics of 

Facebook and the violence of journalists. 

Jessica Moreno-Reyes and Linda Solares 

Bolaños also participated.

California Coastal 
Clean-Up Day
With California’s oceans in danger from 

litter, especially plastic, students came 

together to spend a day collecting, 

tracking, monitoring and reporting their 

findings. Dedicated to protecting the 

environment, this day offers opportunities 

to build community and give back. 

Scientific data is collected with the 

trash and then reported to the California 

Coastal Commission to enable future 

legislation to protect state beaches.

SDSU HACK-A-THON
MDCHS was one of two San Diego high schools that participated 
in the 2019 SDSU Big Data Hackathon. SDSU hosts college and 
graduate students for two weekends to come up with solutions 
to real-life problems using big data. This year, they included two 
high school awards. During the first weekend, students attended 
presentations and workshops to help them develop ideas to 
address the theme of Smart Living. Mater Dei’s all-girl team, Coding 
for Christ, addressed the problem of microbeads in cosmetics 
using the reduction of coffee waste – a new business startup 
proposal! The all-boy team, Crusader Coders, addressed food 
waste and nutrition by keeping track of what students consume in 
the school cafeteria to reduce food waste, diminish trash amounts, 
improve nutrition and save money. Both teams were winners, as 
the boys’ team took first place in the category of geocomputational 
thinking for high schools.
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AScan photo (above) 
with HP Reveal 
to see a video by 
Isabella Delgado 
featured at STEAM 
poster night! 
(Instructions on page 1)

AMERICAN GEOGRAPHERS 
ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 
IN WASHINGTON D.C.
Four students attended the American 
Association of Geographers Conference 
(AAG) in Washington D.C. Sophia Jordan, 
Michelle Garcia, Natalie Chavarria and 
Eduardo Nunez were the only high school 
students in the nation selected to present 
their college-level STEAM Posters to a room 
of college students, graduate students and 
professors. Sophia Jordan and Michelle 
Garcia teamed up and presented their 
research on the intellectual property rights to 
the song “The Lion Sleeps Tonight.”

“I was extremely proud to see our 
Academy of Science students holding their 
own in a room filled with some of the nation’s 
best geographers and scientists,” said Dr. Till. 
“When you confidently share your research, 
good things happen.” While attending a 
presentation on media, Sophia and Michelle 
met a professor from Cal State San Marcos, 
who later offered Michelle an internship to 
work with her on a new non-profit called 
Arts Amplifying Youth. Natalie’s presentation 
on cancer epidemiology was attended by 
someone from the CDC who was impressed 
enough to offer her an internship opportunity 
as well! When asked by a professor where he 
will attend graduate school, Eduardo Nunez 
answered, “I’m still in high school!”

CALIFORNIA 
CONDOR GENETICS
This past February, Mater Dei Chair 
of Sciences Karen Nerat took the AP 
Biology class on a field trip to the 
Beckman Center of Conservation 
Research, located within the San Diego 
Safari Park. The students were able to tour 
the headquarters of the largest zoo-based 
multidisciplinary research team and view the 
largest “frozen zoo” in the world. Students had 
hands-on experience using lab equipment 
like micropipettes, thermal cyclers and gel 
electrophoresis rigs. They also applied what 
they learned in their AP Biology class to their 
research experience in the Beckman center 
lab using the polymerase chain reaction and 
gel electrophoresis activity to help determine 
the sex of sexually monomorphic species. The 
students further developed their skills using 
Pedigree/Punnett charts to manage genetic 
diseases of the condors and apply their 
knowledge in making recommendations for a 
mock managed-care breeding program. ✶

Steam 
Poster Night
Thank you to everyone  

who attended STEAM Night 

2018. This is a night dedicated 

to STEAM-based careers, 

summer internships and  

the research posters  

created by the Academy  

of Science students.

LEFT:  
Natalie Chavarria 
BELOW:  
Vincent Dobrawa  
and Alejandro 
Borboa-Pimentel
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ATHLETICS

O ur Softball Lady Crusaders ended the 
season as Mesa League Title Champions 
and CIF Open Champions. The team 

finished with a 31-4 record and was undefeated 
28-0 in San Diego. They ranked #4 in the state 
and 9th in the nation. These results stem from a 
program built on strong coaching. For 20 years, 
Head Coach Mike Centrullo has built a college-

Softball's 
Lady Crusaders 

Remain #1 
prep culture with early morning workouts and 
study hall. “I’ve made it clear that softball is not 
the priority,” he said. “The priority is faith, family 
and school. Softball comes after that.” Centrullo’s 
successful softball program includes community 
service through mentoring youth leagues, 
volunteering at hospitals and a very special 
Honorary Player Program.

TOP – LEFT TO RIGHT:
Annalisa Soto, Alyssa 
Garcia, Lexandra (Lexi) 
Sosa, Alexia Morales
BOTTOM – LEFT TO 
RIGHT: Gianna Paape, 
Kassandra Ayala, 
Jalyse Hanson

AScan photo (above) 
with HP Reveal to see 
highlights from KUSI 
( Instructions on page 1)
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This year’s Honorary Player was Brianna 
Carlos, a 9-year old who suffers from Cystic 
Fibrosis, takes 167 pills a week, two breathing 
treatments a day and yet, is the most positive 
person on the field.

“We had a very well-balanced team this 
year,” added Centrullo. “With seven seniors 
ending their career at Mater Dei, you sometimes 
wonder if they will be able to remain focused 
through the end of the season with all the senior 
activities. Our team stayed focused and strong, 
and our CIF win was proof in the pudding.”

Undefeated in San Diego County, pitcher 
Lexi Sosa and Catcher Allysa Garcia will both be 
playing and studying at UCLA. Jalyse Hanson will 
be playing softball on scholarship at Fairleigh 
Dickinson University, and Kassandra Ayala will 
play next year for the University of St. Katherine’s.

It was a very exciting season for these Lady 
Crusaders and equally exciting for Mr. Centrullo 
and his solid team of coaches, especially his wife 
Liz who served as Co-Head Coach. M

ater Dei Crusaders had much to be proud of 
this school year, earning many accolades in 
both team and individual sports. Jared Izidoro 
completed his first year as Athletic Director 
celebrating many CIF victories. Mater Dei’s 

girls golf became Mesa League, CIF and Southern California 
champions, and girls softball was ranked the #1 team in San 
Diego County and top 10 in the state and the nation!

“It has been a blessing to be able to see our students succeed 
and achieve their goals,” said Mr. Izidoro. “I got to spend a lot of time 
with all of our teams this year and see the amazing support of the 
athletes to one another. The hard work and support of our faculty 
and staff also helps make the Crusader experience what it is.”

Mater Dei introduced boys rugby and girls lacrosse teams to its 
roster this year. Next year hopes to be the pilot year for the Varsity 
girls lacrosse team. Many of the players making up these two new 
teams had little to no experience in the sport, evidence that our 
students are open to try new things.

“Our future is bright at Mater Dei. While we will miss our 
departing senior athletes, we will be welcoming one of our biggest 
freshman classes in the school’s history,” said Mr. Izidoro. “Can’t wait 
to see what next year brings!”

Mater Dei’s Softball 
Coaching Squad
Mike Centrullo (Co-Head Coach) 
Liz Centrullo (Co-Head Coach)
Dave Girard | Johnny Jamison 
Aida Esquer-Liufau | Bob Kauffman
Denise Martinez | Steve Rangel 
Joe Sosa | Johnny Tamayo

33
CIF TITLES

104
LEAGUE TITLES
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Fall
The fall of 2018 was filled with success for 
many of the Mater Dei sports teams. The 
girls golf team was undefeated in the Mesa 
League. They won CIF in Division 2 for the 
second time in Mater Dei history and were 
named Southern California Champions. 
Lady Crusader Brianna Navarrosa was the 
CIF San Diego Section Champion. She also 
won the California CIF State Individual Golf 
Championship at Victoria Country Club. In 
the Mesa League individual finals, junior 
Ivanna Montemayor won the tournament 
championship. Both Ivanna and Brianna, 
along with junior Jessica Moreno-Reyes and 
sophomore Estibaly Garcia, earned 1st Team 

All-League Honors. These Lady 
Crusaders ended their season 
ranked 5th in the state.

The girls tennis team placed 
second in the league and competed 
in the semi-finals in CIF. Doubles 
team Nediva Gurrola and Sara 
Beckman, along with individual 
player Laura Fernanda Eugenio, 
competed in the quarter-finals of 
CIF. The girls volleyball program 
is on the rise. Their hard work and 
determination landed them in the 
Division 3 CIF semi-finals, where 
they lost to El Camino.

The boys water polo team 
played in Division 2 this year, finishing second 
in the Mesa League and making it to the 
CIF quarter-finals. Crusader football had a 
building year with some standout players, 
including running back junior Aidan Calvert 
and quarterback Trevor Appelman. Mater Dei’s 
football program continues to develop a team 
that will be successful on and off the field. 
Look out Mesa League!

Winter
In winter 2018/2019, the girls soccer team 
competed in the CIF Division 3 semi-finals and lost 
a heartbreaker to San Diego High School. They 
were Co-League Champions and will be returning 
a lot of strong players this coming season. The girls 
basketball team was Co-Champions in the Mesa 
League. They made it to the CIF Open Division 
quarter-finals and won their first-round state playoff 
game. Standout player senior Chloe Webb scored 
her 2,000th point and was named Mesa League 
Player of the Year and 1st Team All-League CIF.

The boys wrestling team had several individuals 
win in their league. Wrestler Nicolas Demers won 
first place in CIF. Our Lady Crusader wrestlers had a 
6th place Division Champion in Aranzazu Rivera. The 
boys basketball team had a solid year as well. They 
made it to the quarterfinals in the Division 1 playoffs.

Spring
Our baseball team came in second in the South 
Bay League. The boys tennis team finished 
as overall league Co-Champions and 1st in 
Singles (sophomore Jose Oropeza) and Doubles 
(sophomore Andres Castellanos & freshman Erik 
Lefebvre). The three competed in CIF playoffs, 
along with senior Arturo Corral. Boys volleyball 
made the CIF Playoffs in Division 3. Boys lacrosse 
is in its third year 
of its program and 
continues to grow. 
Mater Dei’s track 
& field team had 
27 CIF qualifiers 
and 13 League 
Champions. The 
Male Field Athlete 
of the Year was 
Sovial Sonzeu, 
and the Female 
Track Athlete 
of the Year was 
Jordan Norman. They both competed in the CIF 
Finals, along with teammate Laurence Massa who 
competed in the 100m. Mater Dei started the girls 
lacrosse program, coached by one of our new 
English teachers, Ms. Claire Johnson. They played 
the JV schedule and hope to have a varsity team 
next year. The boys golf team made Crusader 
history by placing second in the CIF Division 3. 
Adrian Soriano won the boys golf Mesa League 
Championship and was named Golfer of the Year.

Sports at 
Mater Dei
FALL SEASON: Girls 

Golf, Girls Tennis, 

Girls Volleyball, 

Football, Boys Water 

Polo, Cross Country

WINTER SEASON: 

Boys Basketball,  

Girls Basketball, Boys 

Soccer, Girls Soccer, 

Girls Water Polo, 

Wrestling, Rugby

SPRING SEASON: 

Baseball, Boys Golf, 

Boys Tennis, Boys 

Volleyball, Boys 

Lacrosse, Girls 

Lacrosse, Softball, 

Track & Field

PHOTO OF BRIANNA NAVARROSA COURTESY OF  
THE SAN DIEGO UNION TRIBUNE
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CRUSADER 
HIGHLIGHTS

Jordan 
Norman



Crusader 
Recognition Night
SPORTS HALL OF FAME AWARD
D2010 Girls Softball Team

D2004 & 2005 Boys Soccer Teams

The Crusader Sports Hall of Fame honors 
and recognizes graduates, faculty, coaches 
and teams who have been outstanding 
representatives of Marian Catholic and Mater 
Dei Catholic high schools while participating 
in high school athletics at MCHS/ MDCHS and 
in their respective post high school careers. 
This award also recognizes those who have 
given meritorious service, inspiration or loyal 
friendship to MCHS/MDCHS sports programs.

DISTINGUISHED 
CRUSADER AWARD
DMrs. Cresencia Angeles 

DCaptain Bill Gerken USN, Ret.

The Distinguished Crusader Award 
(DCA) honors and recognizes Crusader 
Alumni and Crusader Friends that have 
given back to their faith and community 
and/or Marian Catholic and Mater Dei 
Catholic High Schools in significant 
ways either as alumni or members of 
the community. ✶
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2010 Girls Softball Team 2004 & 2005 Boys Soccer Teams

Captain Bill Gerken (center left)
Mrs. Cresencia Angeles 
(center right)



59
FACULTY 

WITH ADVANCED 
DEGREES

Anthony Glaser
A Cleveland native, Anthony Glaser taught in the Diocese of Cleveland since 
1998. He moved to California two years ago with his wife, who took a job at 
UCSD as an oncology nurse. He soon decided to leave education, taking an 

office job with the Department of Labor. After a few 
months on the job, he wanted to get back to his roots 
in education and begin having an impact on the day-
to-day lives of students.

“One day it just hit me, ‘I am a teacher!’ I need to 
get back to Catholic education,” Mr. Glaser shared. A 
short period later, the Mater Dei opportunity fell into 
his lap. “When something is taken away from you that 
you truly love, you learn to appreciate it all the more.”

Mr. Glaser teaches AP Government and Theology 
at Mater Dei. “I love being able to come to work 
everyday, teach the faith and share my faith even 
when I’m not teaching. Helping students on their faith 
journey is priceless. I’ve worked at four other Catholic 
high schools, and what makes Mater Dei stand out are 
its people, their stories and their diverse backgrounds.”

WE ARE MD
Meet some stand-out faculty and staff who work tirelessly 

to help make Mater Dei The Place To Be!
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WE ARE MD

Cristina Torres
Cristina Torres is new to the Mater Dei 
family. As the assistant principal at Mater 
Dei Juan Diego Academy, she brings 
with her 10 years of work experience as 
a dual-language teacher. She was also 
an instructional coach at a local charter 
school. A product of Catholic education, 
Mrs. Torres leaped at the opportunity to 
return to Catholic education and to bring 
her daughters with her.

Mrs. Torres has a passion for 
curriculum development and loves 
helping teachers establish a more 
standards-aligned curriculum. She is also 
a big fan of mentoring and is excited to 
create more opportunities on campus to 
build relationships between high school 
and elementary students. This year, she 
was responsible for getting high school 
students to volunteer in elementary 
tutoring. Under her direction, MDJDA 
launched the Parent Academy, a series 
of presentations by guest speakers and 
family counselors on a variety of topics 
to help parents support their students. 
These also included spiritual enrichment 
retreats for parents.

“There are many dual-language 
programs in Chula Vista, but none with a 
Catholic identity!” exclaimed Mrs. Torres. 
“Coming from public education, I didn’t 
realize how much the religious aspect was 
missing for me. Coming to Mater Dei Juan 
Diego Academy gave me a strong sense 
of peace. I love seeing my daughters 
come home excited about school and 
religion. I also love working with a team 
where everyone comes together to ensure 
students get the best.”

Shiva Gholami
Shiva Gholami came to the United States 
five years ago on asylum from Iran. She 
did not know a soul, could not speak 
English and did not have any money. Her 
courage and faith landed her an amazing 
opportunity at Mater Dei that changed 
her life forever.

After arriving in San Diego, she was 
placed in a computer class at San Diego 
Community College to practice her skills 
and learn English. Shiva has a bachelor’s 
degree in IT from Iran, which gave her 
the qualifications and opportunity to 
interview for an internship at Mater Dei. 
“During this interview, I could not even 
finish a sentence. My English was very 
rudimentary,” said Ms. Gholami. “Danny 
Pasawongse, Mater Dei’s director of 
IT, hired me because of my bravery. 
That was the beginning of a litany of 
blessings that followed.” Five months 
into her internship, she was hired as a 
full-time junior systems administrator 
in the IT department, where she helps 
troubleshoot network, computer and 
software issues and helps students 
navigate Aeries and Schoology.

“I am so happy I found Mater Dei,” 
continued Ms. Gholami. “God answered 
my prayers. I came from a very 
troubling situation in Iran as a convert 
to Christianity, which is against the law 
and punishable by death. The fact that 
I landed in a safe environment in the 
United States and work at a wonderfully 
faith-filled Catholic high school 
environment is nothing shy of a miracle. 
The people at Mater Dei are my family 
and have shown me true friendship.”

Christine Rolston
Christine Rolston is a true believer. She 
lives the school motto, “The Place to Be,” 
each day and imparts her passion for what 
she does to everyone she encounters.  
She came to Mater Dei from New York, 
where she taught at St. Joseph High 
School in Brooklyn and helped as a House 
Moderator and event planner for the 
student body. She moved to San Diego two 
years ago and was hired to teach Algebra 
1, Pre-Calculus and Statistics at Mater Dei. 
For Ms. Rolston, the culture of collaboration 
at Mater Dei is what makes coming to work 
everyday a great joy. “There is a strong 
trust between all of the teachers in the 
math department. We teach with the same 
standards and are all on the same page 
when it comes to helping our students 
master math concepts.”

This year, Ms. Rolston was the junior 
class moderator for ASB, where she helped 
juniors with after-school events, fundraisers 
and a variety of spirit activities. Ms. Rolston 
is excited to take the spirit of all MDCHS 
students up a notch as she embraces her 
new role as moderator. She is especially 
impressed to see how Mater Dei has been 
thriving and growing over the past couple 
years, and she attributes this success to 
the people throughout the school.

When asked, Ms. Rolston highlighted 
the thing that stands out about Mater Dei 
is its leadership – the students are highly 
driven, self-motivated and eager to run new 
programs, think of new ideas, raise the level 
of fun and get everyone involved. “We have 
strong school spirit in each grade; however, 
I am looking forward to elevating spirit 
between grade levels. I think it would be 
really cool to have a Buddy Program where 
seniors can mentor freshman students and 
encourage participation in school activities,” 
she said. “I also have plans to create pep 
rallies that even include MDJDA students.” 
Ms. Rolston is energized and looks forward 
to increasing community at Mater Dei.
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Ashley Morris
   2019 TEACHER 
OF THE YEAR

Ashley Morris is the 2019 Teacher of the 
Year at Mater Dei Catholic High School.  
She just finished her second year at 
MDCHS teaching Chemistry, AP Chemistry 
and Forensics. Ms. Morris has her master’s 
degree in chemistry and worked in a lab 
for two years prior to going back to school 
to get her master’s degree in education. 
While doing research in the lab, she 
realized that she was happiest when she 
was a teacher’s assistant during graduate 
school. It took no time for her to quit her job 
and start chasing her dream of teaching.

What makes Ms. Morris a stand-out 
teacher is her love for her students and 
her desire to give students a voice in the 
classroom. “Each year, the Forensics class I 
teach is different,” said Ms. Morris. “The small 
class sizes at Mater Dei allow us to create 
crime scenes on campus and do hands-on 
labs that we couldn’t do at a public school. It 
has been fun bringing interesting lab-based 
experiences to my students.”

“Ashley is a brilliant teacher whose 
drive and dedication to her students 
is unparalleled," said Principal Frank 
Stingo. "The scope of her knowledge 
and her ability to help people is amazing. 
She will take on any challenge, and she 
makes herself available to a vast range of 
students; even those she doesn’t teach 
in class. The time she is willing to put in is 
admirable. She will sit with students for as 
long as it takes for them to ‘get it,’ offering 
them tutoring, advice, organization and 
help with problem solving. Watching her 
in action is incredible!”

Ms. Morris said the community spirit 
of the campus is what makes Mater Dei a 
great place to be!

Margie Hernandez
   2019 EMPLOYEE 

OF THE YEAR
When Mater Dei Catholic High School 
opened its doors in 2007, Margie 
Hernandez was hired as the first 
receptionist. Twelve years later, she is 
being recognized as the 2019 Employee of 
the Year. Ms. Hernandez is the admissions 
assistant and resitrar responsible for 
taking care of students as they enter the 
9th grade. She handles report cards/GPA 
data and supports the Admissions team 
and families interested in coming to Mater 
Dei.  Prior to working at Mater Dei, she 
worked at a cardiology medical office for 
23 years, but she truly found her calling in 
life working in the field of education.

“Margie is incredibly detail-oriented, 
hard working, has a photographic memory 
and knows an unbelievable amount 
of information about our students and 
families," said Principal Frank Singo. "She 
makes sure things are always right. Her skill 
set is amazing, but her caring heart, loyalty 
and dedication to Mater Dei and students is 
what makes working with her so great.”

“What I love most about working at 
Mater Dei is the teamwork at all levels,” 
said Ms. Hernandez, “but the very best 
part is working with the students!” She 
says that watching students progress 
and transform over their four years at 
Mater Dei is the most rewarding part 
of her job. She attributes the Academy 
of Science, academic scholarships, 
financial assistance, safety, Catholic faith, 
internships and college acceptances as 
the key benefits of Mater Dei.

Peggy Chiappe
Since 2002, Peggy Chiappe has made a 
mark on students at Marian and Mater Dei 
Catholic High School, teaching Spanish 
4 AP and Spanish 1. Three of her children 
have also had the privilege of attending 
Mater Dei, making their mom very proud. 
Ms. Chiappe is retiring this year and says 
she will miss the amazing friends she 
works with every day.

“Mater Dei has been a great place 
to work because you feel at home, and 
everyone is genuinely concerned about 
you,” said Ms. Chiappe. After experiencing 
a death in her family a few years ago, 
Ms. Chiappe said that her co-workers 
were a tremendous support to her and 
her family. “What makes Mater Dei the 
place to be is the loving environment that 
supports students and provides a strong 
foundation of Catholic faith,” said Mrs. 
Chiappe. “As a parent, I have witnessed 
how this loving, supportive environment 
has nurtured confidence in my own kids. 
Both my college-aged daughter and 
son were set up for success and left 
high school extremely prepared as good 
writers, highly proficient in the sciences, 
and fueled with college credits from 
taking AP classes.”

“There are wonderful young teachers 
in the Language department to carry the 
torch when I leave,” said Ms. Chiappe. 
Head of the Language department for 12 
years, Ms. Chiappe shared that a highlight 
of her career at Mater Dei was having two 
students score 100% on their Spanish 
AP tests. Carlos Alcocer was one of 135 
students in the world and Karina Quiroz was 
one of 93 students in the world to achieve 
this accomplishment. Academic successes 
aside, Ms. Chiappe was a key contributor 
to the loving, Catholic environment she 
acknowledges as a key differentiator for 
the school. She will be missed!
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LEARNING 
BY DOING

SENIOR CAPSTONE PROJECT
The Senior Capstone Project gives students a snapshot 
of reality. Every senior is expected to complete this one-
unit course before graduation in order to gain a deeper 
understanding about themselves and their potential 
field of interest, while welcoming the transition from 
adolescence to young adulthood. 

“It’s important to keep students engaged and 
focused as they complete their senior year,” said 
Anamaria Anthony, Theology Department Chair. “We 
don’t want students to create a learning gap between 
their last spring semester and the start of college. 
The Senior Capstone Project has proven to inspire our 
students by getting them out in the world to glean some 
wisdom from real people in positions they may also 
want to be in some day.”

Finding a good mentor to shadow is key. Students 
are tasked with researching their industry of interest, 
interviewing their mentor, defining the scope of work 
and shadowing their mentor for ten hours. Students 

create a practicum report based on what they learn 
and then present their experience to their peers 
and teachers. The audience engages in the process 
by filling out feedback forms, asking questions and 
providing encouragement.

“We encourage mentors to put students through 
job interview experiences,” added Mrs. Anthony. 
“Students see real collaboration and learn lessons 
on conflict resolution. Their experiences help them 
to gain confidence as they go out into the world and 
realize they are not alone. I especially appreciate when 
students can make the connection on the value their 
work provides – not from a paycheck perspective, but 
how the job can build the kingdom of God.”

These hands-on experiences bring new 
perspective and clarity to many of the students. They 
learn the importance of building foundational skills 
to pursue dreams and that those skills take hard work 
and time to develop. It also helps them direct their 
interests, talents and educational foundation towards 
their future goals and vocational pathways.

REALITYof
A Snapshot
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XIMENA DELGADO
Ximena took her first dance class at the 
age of six. She went into the dance studio 
to pursue something new and get a little 
exercise. Little did she know, a decade 

later she would be dancing with the most prestigious 
ballet companies in the world through month-long 
summer internships. This opportunity presented itself 
after long hours of practice, hard work, intense focus 
and sacrificing many social activities for the sake of 
pursuing her dream.

“Ballet is a wonderful platform for collaboration. It’s a 
sisterhood – a community to share strengths, learn from 
others’ skills and become better together,” said Ximena 
during her Senior Capstone Presentation.

While going to Mater Dei, Ximena worked long hours 
after school in the dance studio. As a freshman and 
sophomore, she was involved with Cultural Center of 
Tijuana (C.E.C.U.T.), where she learned technique and 
performed the Nutcracker and Cinderella. As a junior, 
she began teaching girls ages 9-11 at DENZ Dance 
Studio, preparing them with proper technique and 
emphasizing the importance of interpreting music and 
telling a story through dance.

In the summer of 2016, Ximena was accepted to the 
American Ballet Theatre Summer Intensive program at 
Texas University in Austin. In 2017, she auditioned for the 
Bolshoi Ballet Academy in Los Angeles and attended 
their summer program in New York City as a 15-year-
old. She was able to study ballet under the world’s 
best instructors while learning how to independently 
navigate through NYC on subways, doing her own 
grocery shopping and laundry and learning critical life 
skills. When she returned senior year, Ximena started 

taking advanced classes under a new teacher while still 
teaching at DENZ Studio.

“Teaching dance has taught me a lot about myself,” 
Ximena shared with her peers. “Dancing brings 
electricity into my body and brings me true joy. Even 
with the rigorous schedule, challenges and obstacles, 
it has and continues to bring meaning and purpose to 
my life.”

Ximena is heading to community college in the fall 
and hopes to transfer to USC’s Dance program. She will 
double major in dance and social media marketing, and 
she hopes to one day open her own dance studio to 
be a choreographer and teacher. She is also interested 
in traveling and auditioning in other countries, maybe 
pursuing a spot in the Bolshoi Ballet Academy in Russia 
or the Paris Opera.

“My practicum mentor believed in me when 
sometimes I didn’t believe in myself. I hope to be that 
for others and inspire them to pursue their passions,” 
she added. “Ballet is a demanding industry. You need to 
have a strong mental aptitude to take criticism as well 
as the physical endurance to push your body to its limit.”

RYAN GAPSKI
Mater Dei is a place where you can pretend 
that you are a college student and get 
started early. Ryan Gapski joined the 
Academy of Science as a sophomore, 

knowing he would not be pursuing a career in science, 
but hoping his experiences working with Dr. Till would 
produce great opportunities. He was right. After being 
mentored to participate in the Lion’s Club Speech 
Contest, Ryan realized his passion for politics, foreign 
policy and immigration policy.
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Honing in on his political passions, Dr. 
Till suggested that Ryan volunteer for the 
congressional campaign in East County. For his 
Senior Capstone Project, he shadowed Chula 
Vista Mayor Mary Salas, who attended Marian 
High School. This experience broadened 
Ryan’s views even further as he participated 
in a variety of events, including City Council 
meetings and handing out awards at the City of 
Champions Award Ceremony. Ryan was offered 
an internship at the congressional campaign’s 
El Cajon office and was tasked with handling 
logistics, troubleshooting, managing the office 
and helping Spanish-speaking voters. He even 
went out into the field and knocked on doors!

In summer 2018, Ryan accepted a paid 
summer internship in Washington D.C. with 
Congresswoman Susan Davis. Ryan described 
this opportunity as the experience of a lifetime, 
saying, “Most of the internships I was interested 
in required being a college student. Susan 
Davis’ website just said, ‘student,’ so I applied!”

To his surprise, Ryan was selected after an 
intense interviewing process and worked for six-
weeks full-time with two other college interns. 
They paired Ryan with a staffer who covered 
immigration. “I was able to attend a lot of 
briefings and hearings on Capitol Hill. I answered 
phone calls, responded to mail, led constituent 
tours of the Capitol building and was a runner to 
help get signatures for proposed bills.”

During his Capstone presentation, Ryan 
shared many details of his experience. “There 
were tunnels that connected the House and 
Senate and many high-profile politicians 

BITE OF REALITY

roaming the halls and cafeteria,” touted Ryan. 
He even brushed shoulders with Joe Kennedy 
III at a Peace Corp event, attended an ice 
cream social with Senate Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer and saw Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsberg speak inside the Supreme Court.

Ryan’s rigorous course load, exceptional 
GPA and multiple internships in politics and the 
non-profit sector are just a few examples of 
how he conducted himself as a college-level 
student and started making a notable impact 
early. His 18 acceptance letters to some of most 
prestigious universities affirmed his hard work.

“The Senior Capstone Project is a great way 
to try new things and see if you really like them,” 
said Ryan. “It definitely helped me discern and 
reflect on what’s important to me. I am excited 
to make my mark at Yale and eventually be in a 
position to help other people.” ✶

25 
AVG. CLASS SIZE

16:1 
STUDENT/ 

TEACHER RATIO

Cal Coast Credit Union visited Mater Dei to help students in  

Mr. Andrew Balelo’s Micro-Economics class hone their financial 

literacy skills by giving them a “Bite of Reality.” Each participant 

downloaded an app which gave them a random life and financial 

profile which included their job, salary and debt. Volunteers like 

Principal Mr. Stingo, Athletic Director Mr. Izidoro and Math Teacher 

Mrs. Baylis each sat at different tables symbolizing real-life expenses 

such as entertainment, childcare, housing and transportation. Their 

job was to “upsell” the students, forcing them to overspend and learn 

how these small decisions really add up.

JScan photo 
to see Ryan’s 
KUSI interview 
( Instructions 
on page 1)
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SAFETY & 
WELLNESS

S
afety continues to be a top priority at Mater 
Dei. Providing a secure and safe campus 
allows students to reach their highest 
potential in academics, performing arts 
and athletic environments. “We have and 

continue to invest in security and technology to keep our 
students safe,” said Principal Frank Stingo. “This includes 
a professionally monitored campus, registering all visitors 
and constantly practicing emergency drills to provide 
peace of mind for the families of our Mater Dei community.”

“We continue to evolve our security procedures 
every year to accommodate our expanding student 
body,” said Mater Dei’s Assistant Principal for Student 
Safety & Discipline Michael Inzunza. “This past year, we 
limited back gate access and kept all exterior gates 
locked. We will begin implementing a ‘one way in, one 
way out’ protocol beginning this summer.” This means 
all parents and visitors will be required to do a one-
time registration for convenient daily check-in which is 
connected to a law enforcement database that will alert 
us of any concerns. While closing the back entrance 
permanently will feel like an inconvenience at first, 

at MDCHS

parents will find comfort in knowing that the entire 
gated perimeter of our campus will be locked with 
only front gate supervised access for students.

The most significant change made this past 
year was adding PS121, a full-time security team 
comprised of former law enforcement officers that patrol 
and secure the campus from early morning to the late 
evening. “Aside from mandating that every staff member 
is ALICE-certified for emergency lockdown procedures, 
we also continue to have a very supportive and visible 
relationship with designated Chula Vista Student 
Resource Officers that know Mater Dei’s campus and 
security team,” added Mr. Inzunza. The registration of all 
guests, adding more cameras to the dozens already in 
place and adding a professional security firm will create 
a safer environment for the students, staff and families at 
Mater Dei and Juan Diego Academy.

As social media, cyber security and drug trends 
constantly change, so has the need for education and 
open communication with students about making 
smart life choices. Over the past year, administration 
worked with the Diocese of San Diego to create 

Hands
InSafe
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A
s the school year comes to a close, stress and anxiety 

often overtake students’ lives as they spend countless 

hours studying and preparing for final exams. To reduce 

these factors, Mater Dei brought therapy dogs to campus 

through three groups: Love on a Leash, Ben and Boomer.

Love on a Leash has been operating for over 20 years. They 

say, “A therapy pet’s primary function is to brighten someone’s 

day.” Their goal is to bring peace, comfort and happiness through 

their four-legged friends.

Sophomore Louis Cimmino feels the end of the semester 

should be a happy time of celebration, but he says, “Finals are very 

stressful for me because there’s a lot going on at once.” By bringing 

therapy dogs to campus, many students felt a positive impact. They 

were calmer and more focused before taking their exams.

The benefits of therapy animals are so influential that they 

are often seen at airports, hospitals and rehabilitation centers. 

Ms.Jacquelyn Ackman explains, “Therapy dogs provide a 

platform for all to connect with a loving, calm and sweet animal. 

This helps reduce anxiety and provides distraction and comfort. 

For those who do have disabilities, therapy dogs are able to 

detect the oncoming of an anxiety attack, seizures and other medical 

issues to alert and help their owners through these scary experiences.”

Contrary to popular belief, therapy animals are not only limited to dogs. 

Senior Alana Hurd claims her four-year-old bearded dragon, Winston, 

serves the same purpose. After bringing 

Winston to her Capstone Project, she 

realized what a positive impact the lizard 

brought to students and faculty: “He 

was received so well by everyone, and 

he loved the attention.” The best part: 

Winston is an alternative for students 

who have pet allergies. Faculty and 

students alike cannot wait to welcome 

these “fur”-legged friends to campus 

again, Winston included. 

a zero tolerance policy with regards to selling 
and distributing drugs with potential dismissal 
consequences for usage. Mr. Inzunza added, “Next 
year, we will increase the visits of drug detection dogs 
without notice to ensure a serious commitment to a 
drug-free campus. Last year, we invited social media 
experts from the San Diego Police Foundation for both 
elementary and high school assemblies addressing 
the dangers of inappropriate posts and bullying and 
the real-life consequences. One of our goals moving 
forward is to continue to add more assemblies 
educating our students of the risks and dangers of 
drugs, cyber security and driving under the influence.”

In our quest to make MDJDA a TK-12th grade option 
for families in San Diego, Mater Dei’s administration and 
leadership will always make safety and wellness a top 
focus so students can flourish on all fronts. ✶

Mater Dei Takes a 
Paws-itive Approach 
to Increase 
Student Success
By Isabella Sevilla



Congratulations to     
        the class of 2019! Senior 

Luncheon
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Baccalaureate  
Mass at USD
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Graduation 
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As they head to top 
universities across the nation

2019
Congrats to

the Class of



Special recognition to our top academic 
students for 2019, who received the Valedictorian 
and the Salutatorian Awards for their outstanding 
academic achievement! Congratulations 
Karlos Bautista and Ryan Gapski!

Meet our 2019 
Valedictorian 
and Salutatorian

KARLOS BAUTISTA
Valedictorian Karlos Bautista had an amazing career at 
Mater Dei. The Academy of Science was his favorite part 
because it exposed him to different STEAM careers and 
helped him figure out what he wants to do in the future.

Karlos was a member of the varsity swim team, 
Academic League, Campus Ministry and Ambassadors for 
Christ. During the summer of his junior year, Karlos worked 
for five weeks on a paid internship at the University of San 
Diego in the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry. 
In this setting, he researched different proteins and 
plasmids, studying how they interact with each other and 
their potential to lead to lung cancer cell proliferation. 
This research was published in a college-level poster and 
presented at STEAM Night.

He credited a large part of his success to the care of his 
teachers and the expansive support provided by faculty. 
Karlos’ work ethic, servant leadership and ambition 
has led him to choose Brown University. He hopes to 
get involved with Brown’s Swearer Center, a service 
organization on campus that helps with student refugee 
tutoring and middle-school tutoring.

RYAN 
GAPSKI
Salutatorian Ryan Gapski has lived his high school years 
with fervor. Ryan’s involvement in academics, athletics, 
internships and clubs at Mater Dei produced great rewards. 
Bound for Yale University in the fall to study political 
science, Ryan was accepted to 18 prestigious universities.

Ryan joined Academic League as a freshman and led 
the JV team as the captain. By junior year, he was the 
varsity captain. Ryan also played lacrosse his first two 
years and was an Ambassador for Christ and part of the 
Academy of Science. While participating in the Lion’s Club 
Speech Conference sophomore year, Ryan realized his 
passion for political science and foreign policy. Ryan later 
began volunteer work for a congressional campaign in 
East County, which turned into an internship. He also did 
an internship for a non-profit called the Bilateral Safety 
Corridor Coalition, which focuses on fighting human 
trafficking in the Americas.

From freshman to junior year, Ryan worked for an 
educational non-profit in El Cajon called The Barrio Impact 
as the Director of Outreach. This organization helps Latino 
elementary, middle school and high school students with 
tutoring and college mentoring services. Going into senior 
year, Ryan landed his dream summer-long internship 
working in Washington, D.C. for Congresswoman Susan 
Davis, which cemented his decision to pursue political 
science. He hopes to get involved with the Yale Political 
Union, write for The Politic magazine and work with 
the Yale Refugee Project. This summer, Ryan will be 
a research assistant at UCSD in the political science 
department, and he will be teaching English Literature  
to Chinese students online.

Get the most out of your experience and 
explore all your interests now. Even if 
you are uncertain whether you will like 
something, try it. You may find something 
that captures your interest, or you may 
find out the something you thought you 
were interested in isn’t for you.

Dr. Till is an amazing resource to help 
you pursue different opportunities. Forge 
good relationships with your teachers 
by asking questions and talking to them. 
High school is a great time to test out the 
things you may want to do. Discern what’s 
important to you and do what you love!
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ENRIQUE 
ESPARZA-
VILLAREAL
Enrique will be attending MIT 
in the fall and plans to major 
in physics or engineering. 
One of the things Enrique 
loved about his high school 
experience was feeling like 
he was at home, a place 
where he belonged. He 
has been heavily focused 
on academics over the 
four years of high school 
and credits the Academy 
of Science as the most 
beneficial part of his 
experience. It gave him many 
opportunities, including a 2 ½ 
month paid internship at USD. 
The first part of his internship 
was targeted at teaching fifth 
graders STEM skills, such as 
origami and coding, through 
a program called STEM WOW 
(World of Work). Enrique 
also worked with USD 
Math Professor Dr. Myers to 
research body linkages and 
the effects of blood diseases 
and arthritis on flexibility. 
Enrique competed in the 
math competition M3 Math 
Challenge and was a solid 
representative of Mater 
Dei’s Academic League 
or QuizBowl. Enrique 
played varsity soccer and 
participated in drama in 
sophomore, junior and 
senior year.

TALEJAH 
BAXTER
Talejah Baxter is a young 
woman who embodies 
Mater Dei’s core values. 
A three-year member of 
the basketball team and 
the Academy of Science, 
Talejah was able to shine 
both academically and 
athletically. A Co-Captain of 
the basketball team during 
her junior year, Talejah 
was a starter, won a CIF 
championship and competed 
in the state playoffs twice.  
She will be attending 
Tuskegee University in 
Alabama this fall on a 
full academic and merit 
scholarship. She is majoring 
in occupational therapy and 
hopes to someday open 
her own physical therapy 
clinic. Her dream, however, 
is to be a professional sports 
trainer for an NBA team. 
She is driven by her passion 
for medicine and helping 
those in need. Awarded 
with a community service 
award during junior year, 
she completed 50 volunteer 
hours by aiding the staff and 
nursing team at Alvarado 
Hospital. She believes all the 
hard work and late nights 
were worth it because she 
will graduate college debt 
free and be a step closer to 
her dream of working in the 
physical therapy field.

ADRIAN 
CARRETERO
Adrian Carretero has a 
problem-solving mind and 
a heart for service. He was a 
member of the Academy of 
Science, Ambassadors for 
Christ and a varsity athlete 
on the swim team. He also 
competed in Academic 
League and the MathWorks 
Modeling Challenge. His 
favorite experience was his 
internship at UCSD Skaggs 
School of Pharmacy in 
computational chemistry, 
where he researched the 
structure of proteins and 
how certain drugs bind to 
them. He created a tool to 
determine the possible side 
effects and effectiveness of 
drug treatments. Adrian also 
honed his problem-solving 
skills at this year’s SDSU Big 
Data Hackathon, where his 
Mater Dei team developed a 
solution to improve nutrition 
in public schools and earned 
them $500 and the Best 
Young Geocomputational 
Thinker award. Adrian will 
be heading to MIT in fall of 
2020 and hopes to major in 
biology and chemistry and 
minor in computer science. 
His long-term goals are to 
earn a PhD, do research in 
interdisciplinary studies, 
teach at a university and live 
in Europe.

MADELINE 
CASTILLO
Madeline Castillo is a 
wonderful example of student 
leadership. Madeline’s 
faith ignited after she 
started school at Mater Dei. 
Madeline used her leadership 
roles in Campus Ministry, 
Ambassadors for Christ and 
ASB as opportunities to 
model her Christian beliefs. 
These activities also opened 
the door for her to use her 
musical talents by singing 
and playing guitar on retreats. 
Madeline’s involvement also 
stretched beyond these 
clubs to the volleyball and 
basketball courts. She played 
JV volleyball for two years, 
varsity volleyball for one 
year, JV Basketball for one 
year and varsity basketball 
for two years. Through the 
Academy of Science, Madeline 
participated in two internships: 
one focusing on environmental 
science through USD, and 
one studying pharmaceutical 
botany through UCSD. She 
discovered her love for 
biochemistry through these 
internships. She believes the 
Academy of Science was the 
reason she excelled in school 
and found her passions. 
Madeline is very interested 
in forensic science and will 
be attending the University 
of Oregon this fall to study 
biochemistry.

2019Class of
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JALYSE 
HANSON
Humble-hearted Jalyse 
Hanson was named the 
2019 Lady Crusader. In 
addition to her four years 
playing varsity softball 
and water polo, Jalyse 
led and represented her 
class as ASB Senior Class 
President, a Campus 
Minister in her junior year 
and an Ambassador for 

Christ during sophomore year. This fall, this Lady Crusader 
will become a Knight when she attends Fairleigh Dickinson 
University in New Jersey on scholarship to play Division 1 
Softball and study biology.

In all areas of her life, Jalyse has sought out mentors to 
help her be the best she could be. “Softball was the main 
reason I wanted to come to Mater Dei,” said Jalyse. “As 
a freshman, my goal was to become a captain like Kelly 
White ’16. Being Captain this year, with a 25-0 record in San 
Diego County, has been an amazing highlight for me.”

JOHN 
ESTRADA
This year’s Crusader of 
the Year, John Estrada, is 
headed to SDSU this fall to 
study human geography. 
He credits this decision to 
his internship experiences 
through the Academy of 
Science. John really got 
involved in all areas of 
campus, including the 
Academy of Science, 

Campus Ministry, ASB and Ambassadors for Christ, and he 
participated in varsity track & field for all four years!

He especially loved his experiences with Campus Ministry. 
During freshman retreat, he began to take a stronger interest 
in his faith. By junior year, as a Campus Minister, he became 
more active in his faith by visiting the Blessed Sacrament, 
attending Mass on Tuesdays and participating in a weekly 
faith formation group. As a retreat master his senior year, John 
helped plan the sophomore and junior retreats, saying “I loved 
getting to be hands-on in creating an experience to inspire 

Each year, we honor an all-around student for their personal leadership, spirituality, service and 
ministry to others. These awards are called the Crusader of the Year Award for the Male Recipient and 
the Lady Crusader for the Female Recipient. These Crusaders exemplify spiritual zealousness, belief and 
most especially faith, in the form of dedication, commitment and hard work during the past four years.

Crusaders of the Year

Jalyse said her experience in Campus Ministry also 
shaped and transformed her. “My junior retreat was 
life-changing, and Campus Ministry overall helped me 
become a better leader and public speaker, as I gave faith 
talks to underclassmen and helped lead small groups,” 
added Jalyse.

Brandon Moore ’18 also inspired Jalyse in her role as 
ASB Senior Class President: “He gave me great advice 
about making decisions to please the largest number of 
people and taught me not to worry about making everyone 
happy. At first, I didn’t know how to say ‘no,’ but I took his 
advice and started using polls to receive formal input.”

Jalyse loved her classes in the Academy of Science as 
well as her internships. She shadowed an Optometrist for 
her Senior Capstone Project and learned the importance 
of communication and collaboration. Upon finishing her 
project, Jalyse discovered that she too aspires to one day 
become an optometrist. In addition, she desires to pursue 
American Sign Language and Spanish.

fellow students and then watch them play out their faith and 
get involved beyond the retreat.”

Entering into junior year, John had a paid internship at 
USD in environmental science or fluvial geomorphology. 
His second summer internship was at SDSU doing research 
in physical geography. Both experiences involved field 
work led by a professor, and they focused on water 
conservation and understanding the changing environment 
within the San Diego region. They did field experiments 
to understand how water run-off affects Mission Bay, our 
streets and local sewage.

Senior year, John entered new waters when he decided 
to give journalism a try. He became the director at MDTV and 
loved learning the importance of telling a story. John hopes to 
use his college degree as a stepping stone to law school. He 
dreams of being an immigration lawyer in San Diego.

Appreciate all of your experiences 
in high school, the good and the bad. 
There are a lot of people who wish 
to be in your position.

Take an interest in every aspect at school. 
Do not leave any stones unturned when  
it comes to investigating your dreams. 
Take classes you may not be able to take 
in college like art, dance, PE or drama. 
Focus on your faith. Focus on you as a 
whole person, not just your academics.
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CHLOE 
WEBB
Chloe was named Mater 
Dei’s 2019 Female Scholar 
Athlete of the Year for her 
four-year varsity standing 
in basketball. She received 
a great deal of notoriety 
this year from her Crusader 
family and local media 
when she signed a letter 
of intent to play basketball 
for UC Irvine and study 

business management. Her nomination for the McDonald’s 
All-American Award and scoring over 2,000 points throughout 
her high school career are just a couple of the milestones she 
reached during her senior year at Mater Dei.

Chloe came to Mater Dei from a small middle school 
called Millennial Tech Middle. Coming to a private school 
like Mater Dei was a big shift and a great way to open new 
doors of opportunity.

As a freshman, Chloe made the varsity basketball 
team as a starter and helped the Lady Crusaders 

NICHOLAS 
SALISBURY
Nicholas was named 
Mater Dei’s 2019 Male 
Scholar Athlete of the 
Year. He earned this title 
as a four-year varsity 
athlete for both the 
baseball and water polo 
teams. Nicholas helped 
his teams earn Mesa 
League championships 
two times for water polo. 

He was also named to the All-League Team four times.
He was involved in the Catholic Athletics for Christ 

Club. Nicholas also spent a lot of time off the field and out 
of the pool serving as a missionary with his church Christ 
Lutheran Church’s Youth Ministry Group called the Dream 
Team. Nicolas participated in several service trips and 

Scholar Athletes 
of the Year

become league champions. In 2017, the team won the 
CIF title in San Diego for the first time ever but fell 
short in the Southern State Championship playoffs. Her 
junior year, the Lady Crusaders went to CIFs a second 
time, and she was recognized as the San Diego Union 
Tribune Player of the Month, Player of the Week and 
1st Team State for juniors in California. In total, she 
helped her team win three league titles. Chloe ended 
her high school basketball career averaging 19.5 points, 
9.6 rebounds, 4.1 assists and 3.3 steals a game. She 
was named MVP of the SoCal Holiday Prep Classic 
after leading the Crusaders to the WNBA Division 
Championship. She was also the Mesa League Player of 
the Year for 2019 and First Team All-CIF.

While at Mater Dei, she participated in the Academy 
of Science, helped manage the Robotics team and had a 
summer internship with ACE (Aviation Careers Exploration) 
Camp, which included intensive training in the physics and 
mechanics of air flight.

house-building projects. He worked in a very poor area 
of West Virginia, and next he is going to Paraguay to help 
teach kids. At Mater Dei, he participated in the Prestigious 
College Club, where representatives from top schools 
across the country present and advise Mater Dei students 
on college and future careers.

Nicholas will be studying engineering at Pepperdine 
University this fall as part of a master’s program which 
includes three years studying physics at Pepperdine 
University and two years studying environmental 
engineering at USC. He loved his time at Mater Dei because 
he felt like he was able to build positive relationships with 
his teachers and coaches.

Don’t be afraid to get out  
of your comfort zone. Try new 
things. Get to know people. 
Don’t limit yourself.

Mater Dei gives you the ability to 
do a lot of things. It has a small 
school feel, which allows you to be 
successful! Do as much as you can. 
Everyone is there to support you.

JScan photo of 
Chloe (left) to see her 

interview on KUSI News 
( Instructions on page 1)
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SOPHIA 
JORDAN
Sophia Jordan wore many 
hats at Mater Dei. She 
cheered for two years, played 
volleyball three years and 
then managed the team 
senior year. She was an 
ASB member for two years, 
and performed in choir and 
drama for all four years. As a 
member of the Academy of 
Science, Sophia participated 
in an internship at UCSD 
Skaggs School of Pharmacy, 
researching local plants and 
their medicinal properties. 
She traveled to Vietnam and 
Laos with Mater Dei’s Exodus 
Volleyball Club to teach 
volleyball. The team worked 
with English-learning schools, 
taught clinics, played games 
and even volunteered in a 
village. As a senior, Sophia 
was selected to present 
her STEAM poster project 
with Michelle Garcia at the 
American Association of 
Geographers Conference 
in Washington D.C. They 
presented their research 
on the intellectual property 
rights to the song “The Lion 
Sleeps Tonight” to a room of 
college students, graduate 
students and professors. She 
will be attending UCSD this 
fall and majoring in chemistry, 
in hopes of pursuing a career 
in education.

ISABELLA 
MOLINA
UCLA bound, Isabella Molina 
made her mark at Mater Dei. 
A four-year varsity soccer 
player, she was on Mater Dei’s 
first-ever CIF Championship 
team in 2018. Under her 
leadership as captain, the 
team went on to win the South 
Bay League in 2019. Isabella 
also ran varsity track & field for 
two years. She was involved 
with the Junior Optimist Club 
during freshman, sophomore 
and junior year; ASB for 
sophomore, junior and senior 
year; and was also a part of 
the Crusader Impact Club. 
She is most grateful for her 
experience with the Academy 
of Science and Dr. Till, which 
helped her find her passion 
to major in environmental 
science. She had several 
summer internships, 
including ACE Camp, USD 
Environmental Science Camp 
and a paid internship at USD, 
researching animal physiology 
and environmental science. 
She specifically researched 
the salt and oxygen levels of 
the mosquito species Aedes 
Taeniorhynchs and the impact 
that climate change has on 
them. She one day hopes to 
travel and help people learn 
how to sustainably resource 
clean water.

ISABEL 
ROJI
Isabel Roji lives life to the 
fullest. Her experiences 
with Mater Dei athletics, 
academics and service has 
made her a well-rounded 
graduate. An outstanding 
athlete, Isabel was a 
member of the varsity soccer 
team all four years, varsity 
track & field for three years, 
and varsity cross country 
for two years, and she took 
a college-level surfing 
course. Isabel cherished 
her involvement with the 
Crusader Impact Club. One 
of her favorite high school 
memories was attending the 
service trip to Costa Rica 
during Holy Week. She was 
able to see the Kingdom of 
God at work, learn about 
a new culture, participate 
in a school clean-up and 
grow closer to God. Isabel’s 
favorite part of Mater Dei 
was the Academy of Science 
because it helped her build 
confidence in and outside 
of the classroom. She 
credits the individualized 
attention, field experience 
and STEAM Poster Project 
as key elements that 
helped prepare her to 
get into UCLA this fall. 
Isabel hopes to focus her 
studies on geography and 
environmental science. ✶

MARIA 
GARCIA-
ESTREYER
From the beginning, Maria 
Garcia-Estreyer has been 
“all in.” A past member of the 
tennis, track & field, cross 
country and water polo 
teams, Maria has shown great 
ambition in trying new things. 
She was a member of the 
Academy of Science, ASB, 
Crusader Impact Club and 
Campus Ministry. Maria helped 
organize service projects at 
the Ronald McDonald House, 
San Diego Rescue Mission 
and San Diego Food Bank. 
She also traveled to areas 
near Tecate and Tijuana to 
build houses for the homeless. 
This year, she was honored 
by the San Diego Diocese 
with the Matthew 25 Award 
for her servant leadership. 
Through the Academy of 
Science, Maria participated 
in four different internships 
including the Aviation Careers 
Education (ACE) Camp, where 
she was given the chance 
to actually co-pilot a plane, 
and UCSD’s Camp Cardiac, 
where she received valuable 
information from both medical 
students and doctors. She 
will attend UCSD in the fall 
to study psychology with a 
specialization in human health. 
Her dream is to eventually 
become a medical doctor.

2019Class of
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Inspiring a culture of giving is a principal goal for 

the Mater Dei Advancement Team. Thank you 

for helping us achieve one of the most generous 

years of giving. This past year saw many fundraising 

events at Mater Dei, with the benefit of bringing the 

high school, elementary school and entire 

community together. This upcoming 

school year promises to be even more 

successful, as we continue to attract more 

supporters and inspire many others to 

pay it forward. No donation is too small, 

and we know that together, the Crusader 

community can make a big impact.

Advancing
Our Mission

CRUSADER COLOR WALK 
& WALKATHON
Students described the Second Annual Crusader Color 
Walk as a highly-anticipated event.

They enjoyed a fun day of color, games and food, while 
building a culture of giving. The February event was about 
students helping students, and that is exactly what they did! 
We are happy to report that we exceeded our goal of raising 

$39,000 and walking 39 minutes in honor of 
the $3.9 million provided in tuition assistance. 
In total, we raised $43,081. Students who 
participated raised an average of $100 each, 
with our top fundraiser, Sophia Jorge, raising 
$1,030. The other top four fundraisers were 
Sarah Salisbury, Christian Mattei, Damian To 
and Sarah Fieck. While MDCHS was having the 
Color Walk, MDJDA was having their annual 
Walkathon. We are proud to announce that they 
crushed their $10,000 goal by raising $15,922.

BY ALEJANDRA SAAVEDRA
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BLUE & GOLD NIGHT
This year, we held our Inaugural Blue & Gold Night 
fundraising event for our entire TK-12 school 
community. The funds were raised to develop a 
comprehensive TK-12 Visual & Performing Arts 
Program (VAPA), and thanks to the generosity of our 
community, a Director of VAPA has been hired to 
work with both schools. We are thankful to donors, 
sponsors, attendees, volunteers and students 
for making this a successful evening, exceeding 
our expectations and raising $34,136. The auction 
included restaurant gift cards, professional 
photography sessions, wine baskets, spa/vacation 
packages and of course, student artwork from both 
our elementary and high school!

Our Blue & Gold Night was dedicated to Dr. Estelle 
Kassebaum, former President of Marian/Mater Dei, 
whose vision was to “help raise the next generation 
of Catholic leaders.” Coincidentally, the event date 
happened to land on Dr. K’s birthday. The evening 
closed with a private concert by Grammy Award 
nominee, Frankie J, leaving everyone in attendance 
dancing the night away.

Mark your calendar for our 2nd annual Blue & Gold 
Night on March 28, 2020. You do not want to miss it!

Clockwise: Dr. Estelle Kassebaum; Mrs. Jill Valdez, Mrs. Faina Salter, Mrs. Cristina Torres, Mrs. Karina Montejo, Mrs. Leticia Oseguera, Mrs. Elsa Bremmer 
and Mrs. Nancy Loya; Mr. and Mrs. Cecena; Frankie J; Live Auction; Mr. and Mrs. Sanchez with Mr. and Mrs. Castañeda

$5.8
IN TUITION 

ASSISTANCE & 
SCHOLARSHIPS

PASSING OF 
THE TORCH
One of the favorite auction pieces at 

the Blue & Gold Night was a work of art 

named “Our Mother Mary,” which was 

created by the entire student body of 

Mater Dei Juan Diego Academy. The 

winning bidders at our live auction were 

Mr. & Mrs. Inzunza, who have two children 

at MDJDA. After the event, Mr. Gerken, 

who worked with Dr. Kassebaum, was inspired to purchase the 

painting from the Inzunzas and donate it back to our school.  

We thank both families for their beautiful gift and for continuing 

our culture of giving. The painting is now displayed in our lobby 

and is dedicated to all the students of Mater Dei Catholic.

MILLION
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COMMEMORATIVE ITEMS
This year, we also highlighted three 
commemorative items available to our 
donors. The first was our stained-glass 
windows that represented the Seven Gifts 
of the Holy Spirit: wisdom, understanding, 
counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety and 
fear of the Lord. We are delighted that all 
of the windows have been sponsored and 
that the project will be completed this year. 
In addition, MDCHS Art Studio students 
completed a mural of our Blessed Mother 
in the chapel, adding to the beauty of this 
sacred space.

Additionally, as a token of our 
appreciation, memorial bricks are available 
to our donors. You can honor your loved 
ones who have been called by their 
Heavenly Father to rest in peace in His 
presence with a memorial brick in the 
Marian Chapel Garden of Remembrance.

Lastly, chair plates in the Dr. Kassebaum 
Theater were introduced as another way to 
honor and celebrate someone in your life.

If you are interested in any of the 
available commemorative items, contact 
Director of Advancement & Marketing 
Alejandra Saavedra.

MDJDA TECHNOLOGY FUND
Mater Dei Juan Diego Academy closed out 2018 with its highly successful technology 

fundraiser. The goal was to raise $40,000 to purchase the software programs Smarty Ants 

and Achieve 3000. It was overwhelming to see the outpouring of generosity by the MDJDA 

community, especially when an anonymous donor came forward to match all donations 

dollar-for-dollar up to $20,000. The academy was able to raise $41,395, which made it 

possible to purchase 50 additional iPads to enhance MDJDA’s technology curriculum.

GIVING TUESDAY
Giving Tuesday is a global day 
of giving which occurs the 
Tuesday after Thanksgiving. 
This upcoming school year, 
we want to celebrate Giving 
Tuesday in Crusader fashion 
with a Mater Dei Marathon 
before Thanksgiving! We are 
inviting our entire community 
to support MDCHS & 
MDJDA achieve its goals to 
continuously run/walk 26.2 
miles around our school track 
and raise $80,000. The funds 
raised will be used for tuition 
assistance, athletics and the 
Visual and Performing Arts 
Program. We are challenging 
everyone to join the 
movement and participate by 
running, walking and giving. 
The event will be transmitted 
live on social media on 
Tuesday, November 19th. 
Tune in to view our Crusaders 
cross the finish line of the 
Mater Dei Marathon and 
support the mission! ✶

All-School Liturgies
Auxiliary Bishop John Dolan 
celebrated the opening all-school 
liturgy. His message was to use the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit to get out 
of our comfort zones and grow in 
our faith and understanding of God 
and others. The liturgy began with 
a beautiful procession focused on 
the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, and the 
students participated enthusiastically 
throughout the celebration.

All Saints’ Day Mass
Mater Dei Catholic High School and 
Mater Dei Juan Diego Academy 
celebrated All Saints’ Day Mass as 
one school. Our liturgy embodied the 
reality that we are together as one in 
the communion of saints. Fr. Claude, our 
chaplain, encouraged us all to do one 
holy act each day to grow as saints. It was 
wonderful to worship together.

Vocations Awareness Day
Mater Dei hosted several priests and 
sisters from our diocese to speak to 
students about their vocation journeys 
as part of the annual Vocations 
Awareness Day. On October 3, 2019, 
Fr. Lauro Minimo, director of priestly 
vocations, celebrated Mass for the 
whole school. He encouraged students 
to keep Christ close to their hearts. Fr. 
Lauro said by doing so, God will always 
lead us to our life’s calling.

FAITH 
IN ACTION
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“Adoration was great. It made me 
realize a lot about where I was with 
my faith and how I am able to grow by 
having some alone time with just God.”

Junior Service Retreat
Juniors put their faith in action as they 
served at St. Paul’s Senior Center by 
helping residents exercise, play games 
and learn Spanish.

Senior Retreat
Seniors gathered in the spring at 
Whispering Winds Catholic Camp for 
their annual retreat, where they had 

an opportunity to reflect on 
their high school experience, 
recognize their growth, and 
look back on friendships and 
lessons learned. Students 
received great advice from 
faculty and alumni on the 
importance of keeping their 
faith a priority in college.

Verbum Dei Awards
Congratulations to the 2018 
Verbum Dei recipients! These 

outstanding 7th and 8th graders from 
local San Diego Parochial schools have 
demonstrated Christ-like leadership, 
a positive attitude, compassion for 
others, self-less service and a desire to 
live the Ten Commandments. ✶

Freshman Retreat
Our largest freshman class ever 
attended the Freshman Retreat, themed 
“Welcome to the Mater Dei Community.” 
The senior campus ministers led the 
retreat and spoke to the students about 
getting involved in many activities, 
clubs, and sports, as well as investing in 
and staying active in their faith.

Sophomore Retreat
Sophomores attended their annual 
retreat, themed, “Loving God and 
Respecting Each Other.” The boys 
and girls were separated. Students 
participated in various activities 
designed to help them affirm each 
other and build class unity. They also 
listened to several dynamic speakers 
who shared their struggles with self-
image, relationships and temptations, 
and they discussed how they overcame 
these struggles with faith. Jamie 
Cleaton, campus minister from SDSU, 
was the keynote speaker.

Junior Overnight Retreat
Our juniors experienced a powerful 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit and God’s 
forgiveness and mercy during their 
annual retreat at Whispering Winds 
Catholic Camp. It changed lives forever 
and healed many broken relationships. 
Here are some quotes about the impact 
God had on the juniors:

“I truly felt like I was just at peace 
with myself and with others. He taught 
me that forgiveness is everything and 
that all I need is to trust him.”

MDCHS & MDJDA Choirs perform 
during All Saints' Mass

732
STUDENTS WENT 

ON RETREAT



SERVICE 
IN ACTION

S ervant leadership is a common thread woven through 
all areas of Mater Dei’s campus. Mater Dei continues to 
expand its reach into global communities with a variety 

of service programs offered to its students.
“It is my goal to create opportunities to help students be the 

best version of themselves by offering opportunities to serve,” 
said Assistant Principal for Student Services Noel Leon. “We 
want to create young men and women to go out and be Christ-
centered, lifelong self-directed learners and effective 
communicators who are collaborative. We want to 
instill the actions that embody a love of God and 
love of neighbor.”

Mater Dei will be providing more service 
opportunities abroad during spring break and summer, 
as well as through local community organizations. 
“It is my goal to ensure engagement of all students 
through learning and support for clubs and student 
organizations throughout campus,” added Ms. Leon.

Mater Dei Students

PRO-LIFE AT MATER DEI
The Pro-Life Club at Mater Dei continues to grow and spread its 
charter. The club aims to make the student body more aware of 
all life issues. They focus, not only on babies in the womb and 
moms in crisis, but on issues pertaining to euthanasia, human 
trafficking and people living with disabilities.

This year, the Pro-Life Club participated in the Walk for Life 
San Diego in Balboa Park, which celebrated the lives of those 

born with Down Syndrome. The club’s 
25 active members participated in the 
40 Days for Life campaign by praying 
outside Planned Parenthood in El Cajon 
and Downtown. Members also went to 
the theater to watch the Pro-Life films 
Gosnell and Unplanned.

On campus, the Pro-Life Club 
sponsored the Day of Silent Solidarity, 
where students from all across the  

Serving the World
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Mater Dei Students 
Attend 2nd Annual 
Crusader Night 
for the Homeless
By Natalia Chavarria

Being a Mater Dei Crusader means more than just being a student. Being 

a Crusader means taking the lessons and resources provided to make a 

difference the world. The 2nd Annual Crusader Night for the homeless, hosted 

by the Crusader Impact Club, brought more than 125 students together to 

raise awareness for homelessness and human trafficking in San Diego.

The event featured incredible guest speakers representing Mary’s Guest 

House, Children of the Immaculate Heart, Lost Boys of Sudan and the San 

Diego State School of Social Work. Each group’s representatives shared their 

compelling perspective regarding the reality of homelessness and human 

trafficking in San Diego. After each group spoke, the students were given an 

opportunity to ask questions and interact with guest speakers. Between each 

speaker, the students were given time to brainstorm with each other on how they 

could implement change within the Mater Dei community. The Culinary Club, for 

example, led a pantry drive a month following this event that raised around 450 

pounds of pantry items for Children of the Immaculate Heart. The night ended 

with a closing activity that involved the students making prayer baskets for the 

victims of homelessness and human trafficking. It was an inspiring evening that 

challenged the students to get out of their 

comfort zone, increase awareness and 

become change-makers.

MATTHEW 25 RECIPIENT

Congratulations to Crusader Maria 

Garcia-Estreyer for being selected to 

receive the Catholic Charities Matthew 

25 service award. She was honored for 

her dedication to serving the needs of 

the poor and sick on both sides of the 

US–Mexico border. Maria truly embodies 

Mater Dei’s “Spirit of Service!”

nation voluntarily give up their voices and 
remained silent in solidarity to honor the 3000+ 
lives taken by abortion every day. They also 
banned together to help moms who chose life 
by donating diapers, formula and new and used 
baby clothes. Lastly, Mater Dei’s Pro-Life Club 
hosted guest speakers and groups from Students 
for Life, COLFS and Birth Choice to offer tools and 
resources to help students respond to people who 
do not understand the impact of abortion.

“We want to show students that when it comes to 
life issues, God is loving and merciful and he wants 
us to be His light to others,” said Ileana Salazar, 
Pro-Life Club moderator. “We want to prepare our 
students so they can best support their friends who 
may be struggling or confused.”

CRUSADER IMPACT CLUB
Congratulations to the Crusader Impact Club for 
winning the Diocese’s “Faith in Action” Twitter 
Contest during Catholic Schools Week. The 
student-led club won a $150 gift card, in addition 
to a $250 donation to a charity of their choice. The 
group decided to donate the entire $400 to Ronald 
McDonald House.

MATER DEI STUDENTS 
CELEBRATE 35 YEARS OF 
CHURCH OUTREACH PROGRAM: 
THE LADLE FELLOWSHIP
The underprivileged, many of them homeless, were 
fed a free lunch as part of a 35th birthday celebration 
for the Ladle Fellowship at the First Presbyterian 
Church of San Diego. The majority of the volunteers 
were Mater Dei students with big hearts. ✶

31,284
SERVICE HOURS 

IN 2018-2019
Bishop McElroy and  

Maria Garcia-Estreyer

BOTTOM RIGHT PHOTO COURTESY OF 
THE SOUTHERN CROSS
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P
ura Vida” means “pure life,” but in Costa Rica it is a lot 
more than just a saying – it is a way of life.

After traveling a full day, we finally arrived to where we 
were staying. I got out of the bus, and it took my breath 

away. We stayed on a ranch with a private lake and amazing Costa 
Rican cuisine. On our first full day there, we had community service 
in the morning where we cleared a field for the local school. It was 
hard and long work in the sun, but it was very rewarding.

Throughout the week, we ziplined, rode horses, went to a water 
park and saw amazing animals like sloths and iguanas, but most of 
all, we dedicated out trip to serving the community. We visited the 
school again and painted walls, gardened and so much more. It was 
incredible to see how much pride Costa Ricans (Ticos) take in their 

belongings. Instead of just throwing trash away, they reuse it. In 
the school, there was furniture made from recycled tires, multiple 
gardens and beautiful murals.

On our last day, we were able to visit an even smaller school. 
This school served grades first through sixth, but it was only 
comprised of fifteen kids. We played soccer, listened to music 
and got to know the students.

On the trip, I learned so much about Costa Rica and myself. I 
now understand what it truly means to take pride in yourself and 
your country, and I think we could all learn from Costa Rica. It 
was a life-changing experience to be immersed in a completely 
different culture and to learn the way of Pura Vida. It’s an 
emotion, an attitude – pure happiness! —Kate Clifton

Easter in

Costa Rica
“

	 DAY	1

On April 15, 2019, 21 Mater 
Dei Catholic High School 
students set out for a 
journey of a lifetime to San 
Jose, Costa Rica. While 
the trip was intended for 
service, there were many 
opportunities for bonding, 
fellowship, outdoor 
adventure and fun.  
—Amalia Koch

	 DAY	2

On day two, the group did 
service for three hours 
at the local elementary 
school in the town of 
Boca Arenales. We 
cleaned the area where 
the animals stayed so it 
could eventually be used 
to grow crops. After our 
workday was over, we 
enjoyed time at the lake, 
swimming, kayaking and 
jumping off the rocks. 
We ended the night with 
dinner and hanging out 
with our friends. 
—Ariana Mondaca

	 DAY	3

On our second day of 
service, we finished up the 
work we started by loading 
all of the sticks and large 
branches we cleared from 
the field into a classic 
homemade Costa Rican 
trailer. We also tore more 
rocks and concrete out of 
the field, leaving the plot of 
land ready for farming. We 
enjoyed another delicious 
lunch and then journeyed 
to the animal refuge in 
town, where we saw plenty 
of native Costa Rican 
animals such as pumas, 
baby sloths, monkeys, 
snakes and even a huge 
crocodile. Afterwards, we 
made our way to the local 
supermarket and loaded 
up on junk food. That night, 
we went on an evening hike 
around the camp. It was a 
day full of service, fun and 
great time with friends. 
—Sam Vasquez

	 DAY	4

We woke up to a beautiful 
breakfast, played a crazy 
card game called Exploding 
Kittens and made friendship 
bracelets. We then walked 
to the nearby Chapel where 
Mr. Correnti taught us the 
importance of Holy Week 
and serving others. The 
tiny yellow Chapel, built 
for the owner’s mom, was 
perched on a hill where you 
could see a volcano from 
the doorway. After leaving 
the Chapel, we went for 
ice cream. The afternoon 
consisted of a lesson on 
Costa Rican Coffee by 
Alfredo, the owner of the 
ranch we stayed at. He owns 
a coffee plantation called 
Ñor Alfredo Coffee, and the 
samples were wonderful. 
Our next activities consisted 
of swimming and kayaking 
at the lake, more games 
and some took a siesta. The 
night ended with a campfire 
and marshmallows.
—Kate Clifton
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	 DAY	9

Today, we served at 
a smaller school with 
only 15 students! All the 
students were incredibly 
energetic and outgoing. 
During this service day, 
we did different activities 
with the children such as 
playing soccer, dancing 
to music and playing 
musical chairs. In the end, 
everyone was sweaty 
and tired out by the little 
children. After service, 
we went to the market 
and souvenir store. Our 
afternoon concluded at 
the lake swimming and 
kayaking. We packed up, 
had a great last meal and 
ended our last day with 
card games.  
—Hennessy Martinez

	 DAY	5

We started today with 
service at the elementary 
school, which included 
taking out the weeds in the 
school’s garden, painting 
tires for decoration and 
cleaning the newly bought 
area next to the school. 
Let’s just say that the paint 
was very messy and some 
of us came out with a new 
complexion. After service, 
we ate lunch and went 
rafting. We separated the 
group into three different 
boats. We were able to 
swim in the river and even 
see howler monkeys! After 
rafting, we relaxed near the 
river and ate mini tortillas 
with queso fresco. The 
evening ended with dinner, 
card games and stargazing. 
—Hennessy Martinez

 DAY 6

After breakfast, we 
headed over to witness 
the Stations of the Cross 
at the local village. 
Exhausted, we jumped 
right into action and 
immersed ourselves into 
the town’s culture and 
religious traditions. It 
was beautiful to not only 
witness the story but walk 
alongside Jesus on this 
special day. Afterwards, 
we headed over to get 
ice cream, saw a bunch 
of iguanas and had a 
friendly soccer game. 
We left to Adoration at 
the local church, which 
was very beautiful. For 
dinner we made our own 
empanadas. Finally, we 
ended the night telling 
spooky stories by the lake 
and playing several more 
rounds of the card game, 
Exploding Kittens! 
—Isabel Roji

	 DAY	7

We loaded the bus at 7am 
in anticipation. First, Group 
1 was dropped off at their 
horseback riding adventure, 
and then Group 2 arrived 
at Kalambu Hot Springs 
Water Park. The water park 
dazzled everyone with its 
high slides and stunning 
scenery. At lunchtime, the 
groups swapped activities. 
The two-hour horse ride 
included awesome views 
of 60-year-old craters from 
the last volcano eruption. I 
loved my Costa Rica jungle 
excursion by horse! After 
dinner, we attended a 
beautiful Easter Vigil Mass. 
We witnessed the baptism 
of two babies and four 
teens and even renewed 
our own faith. The Mass 
was filled with lots of joy 
in celebration of our risen 
Lord. We ended the evening 
caravanning around the 
town proclaiming, “Christ 
has truly risen!”
—Christina Hernandez

 DAY 8

Today, we had a more 
relaxed morning and then 
spent our free time at the 
lake. In the afternoon, we 
went up the mountain to 
zipline near the Arenal 
volcano. It was super fun, 
and the students loved 
watching the teachers 
scream as they were 
going fast on the “Tarzan 
swing.” We walked 
around La Fortuna, and 
some of us tasted a Costa 
Rican “granizado” (shaved 
ice with powdered milk 
and lechera). On the way 
back, everyone on the bus 
had a great time singing 
along to music. 
—Camilo Cecena



MATER DEI 
JUAN DIEGO 
ACADEMY

W
hen children step on the campus of Mater 
Dei Juan Diego Academy, they feel the 
love. Principal Leticia Oseguera makes 
sure of it! “We tell parents, ‘Your child will 
be known; your child will be loved!’” she 

emphatically shared. Oseguera’s philosophy is to invest in 
professional development for her teachers in order to build the 
best dual-language program around, but more importantly, to 
build a family culture where kids feel safe and loved.

RE-IMAGINE CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL AWARD
While there are a host of elementary dual-language programs 
to choose from in the South Bay, there is only one Catholic 50/50 
dual-language elementary school in all of San Diego! This year, 
Mater Dei Juan Diego Academy (MDJDA), a TK-5th grade school, 
was recognized by the Diocese of San Diego for its hard work, 
wonderful team of teachers and overall quality program. Ms. 
Oseguera proudly accepted the award. MDJDA’s mission is to 
create global leaders that are bilingual, bi-literate and bi-cultural.

“Great things are happening at 
MDJDA!” Mrs. Oseguera said. “We 
currently have three times the number 
of students applying for a kindergarten 
spot. With two classrooms per grade 
and 25 students per classroom, we 
have been blessed to see great growth 

Your Child 
Will Be 

Known & 
Loved

MATER DEI  
JUAN DIEGO ACADEMY
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in our Catholic school.” Sixth grade will be added this 
upcoming fall 2019, and by fall 2021, Mater Dei will 
complete its quest to become a K-12 school.

A GLOBAL VIEW
Students at MDJDA aren’t immersed in this dual 
program just to become bilingual. Students see 
one another as a family – one community coming 
together regardless of border, address or language 
spoken at home. “We believe exposing children 
to multicultural learning gives them a global 
perspective, and this is especially important when 
living in a border town,” added Mrs. Oseguera.

Coming together to share language and culture 
increases learning for everyone. This past year, 
MDCHS’ Spanish 4 class regularly attended Mater 
Dei Juan Diego Academy’s kindergarten class 
during reading time. The high school students 
learned how to become “Ciudadanos Globales” 
or global citizens by becoming more aware of 
their surroundings, helping the community and 
volunteering their time. Other high school students 
volunteered to tutor math, English language arts 
and Spanish language arts after school.

PARENT ACADEMY
One of the most exciting elements of this past 
school year was the addition of Christina Torres 
as MDJDA’s new Assistant Principal. She comes 
from a dual-language education background and 
has extensive experience coaching teachers and 
planning/developing curriculum. She was also 
responsible for launching the Parent Academy, which 
includes enrichment opportunities for parents to gain 
knowledge related to academics, social and emotional 
family issues, healthy technology usage at home and 
spiritual retreats. There is a full schedule of guest 
speakers planned for the upcoming school year.

SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT
In addition to offering spiritual retreats for parents, 
the MDJDA family gathers weekly to celebrate 
Mass together, and a couple of times each year, 
they join their high school brothers and sisters for 
an all-school liturgy. Fifth and sixth grade students 

will be participating in an annual class retreat, and third 
graders prepare to receive the Sacraments of First Holy 
Communion and Reconciliation.

As part of Catholic Schools Week, the junior campus 
ministers from the high school developed and shared 
various Marian-themed activities for their Mater Dei Juan 
Diego Academy brothers and sisters. Together they sang, 
built rosaries, colored pictures and learned more about 
the Blessed Mother! These types of interactions build 
community and create opportunities for leadership and 
inspiration for all of the students.

MOVING UP CEREMONY
At the close of the school year, MDJDA students 
look forward to the tradition of the Moving Up 
Ceremony, whereby their existing teacher bids 
them a formal farewell with parting words of 
gratitude and reflection on the year. The new 
teacher is officially introduced to them, and they 
physically move to their new classroom. As the 
kids move up, many of the parents in attendance 
are moved to tears. It’s a special moment that 
is touching and exciting, as the kids realize they 
are about to embark on a new adventure. ✶

320
STUDENTS

22
AVG. CLASS SIZE
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ALUMNI UPDATE

HERE IS SOME 
EXCITING NEWS 

FROM OUR ALUMNI!

Cara Parrella ’14 
graduated magna cum laude 
from George Washington 
University in January 2018 
with a BA in international 
affairs and a minor in business. 
Today, Cara calls New York 
City “home” and is a strategy 
consultant at Capco, a global 
management consulting firm.

In the May 31, 2019 issue 
of Forbes Magazine, 

Jack Fernandes ‘12 
was featured for his San 

Diego start-up  Regenica 
Biosciences, which he’s 
calling the world’s first 

medical defense company.

This past June, Carol Cabrera ’07 
and Skyler King ‘07 were married by 

Father Bernardo Lara, also a 2007 MDCHS graduate. 
As freshmen, Skyler asked Carol to homecoming with 

a magic trick. She said, “yes,” and today she is a 
freshman English teacher and he is a professional magician! 

The theme for their wedding was Homecoming. 
Carol and Skyler came home to their faith, their school and 

to each other in their Sacrament of Matrimony.

Offensive Guard Nico Siragusa ’12 
recently signed with the Indianapolis Colts 
after a short run with the Green Bay Packers.  
After playing at San Diego State, he was 
drafted by the Baltimore Ravens in the 
fourth round of the 2017 NFL Draft.

Andrea Martinez-Casillas ‘11 
graduated as a medical doctor from 

Universidad Xochicalco in Baja California, 
Mexico. She currently works as a general 

practitioner at a hospital in Tijuana, 
Mexico, where she offers personalized 

care specific to her patients.
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While a N.Y. Jet, 
Jason Myers 
’09 kicked seven 
field goals in a 
game and set the 
record for most 
55+ yard field 
goals in a single 
NFL season. He 
played in the 
AFC Pro Bowl for 
his performance 
during the 2018 
NFL season. He 
recently signed 
with the Seattle 
Seahawks



Lilia Garcia ’72 was inducted 
into the San Diego County Women's 
Hall of Fame! She was the first Latina 
to be hired in the State Attorney 
General’s San Diego office criminal 
division and now practices as a SD 
County deputy district attorney.

Lorena Troncoso ’11 
graduated with a communications 
studies degree from Universidad 
Iberoamericana and will begin her 
master’s in digital marketing this 
fall. Over the past seven years, she 
has worked for Fox Sports, Univision 
Deportes and Caliente.mx promoting 
Liga MX teams like Chivas, Cruz Azul, 
America and Leon.

Judge Carlos 
Varela ’89 is the only 
judicial appointment by 
Governor Jerry Brown in 
San Diego County.

Jasselle J. Reyes 
‘08 is the events and 

advancement coordinator at 
PBS SoCal of Public Media 

Group of Southern California, 
responsible for logistics of all 

advancement events.

Dimitri Gianousopoulos 
‘18, went to Black Rock Desert 

to launch the Traveler III Rocket! 
Dimitri was recently selected 
to join the U.S. Delegation for 

Space Development in a two-
week internship in Russia.

Paul Arriola ’13 
made his USMNT debut 
and went on to help the 
USA to a Gold Cup title in 
2017. Now a key member 
of D.C. United, Arriola’s 
experience in qualifying 
and a confederation 
championship will take him 
and his team to the 2022 
FIFA World Cup in Qatar.

CJ Verdell ‘17 
helped move the 
Oregon Ducks up 

the ranks last season 
and tie the team’s 

modern era single-
game record! He was 

recently named to 
the 2019 Doak Walker 

award watch list.

Aaron Mateo Olmos ’17 
continues to excel in the  

field of wrestling, this time 
at Oregon State!
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Our donors help make  
Catholic education possible for 

hundreds of students each year

FOUNDERS
ALSAM Foundation
Roman Catholic Diocese 

of San Diego

THE “DR. K” SOCIETY
($25,000 OR MORE)
Aramark
PH Financial Services, Inc.

THE “LEGACY” SOCIETY
($10,000 TO $24,999)
Anonymous
Fr. William Mooney Estate
James McNamara

THE “HERITAGE” SOCIETY
($5,000 TO $9,999)
The Balelo Family 
David & Diane Canedo
Elvira Castro
Sally Elmore 
A.W. LaRiviere Scholarship Fund
Gregory & Dorothy Smyth
Cheyanne J. Yeats ’08

THE “PRESIDENT’S” SOCIETY
($2,500 TO $4,999)
Julio & Maria Andrade
Bosco & Deborah Lujan 
Ronald & Betsy Vernetti

Alma Flores Sandoval
Christian Hurd
Michael & Alejandra Inzunza
Jorge & Denise Jimenez
John David Joyner
Joel & Michele P. Kownacki
Arturo & Silvya Lopez
William & Teressa Lyons
Carlos Morineau
Baron Montijo ’05
Alberto Otazua
Teresa Pappas
Danny & Kristy Pasawongse
Adriana Rocio Petro
Jane Powell
Harris Quesnell ’64
Cliff Rachlin
Xusha Robinson & Kristina Dizon
Ileana Salazar
Shareen Salgado
Lourdes Schroeder
Maximillian & Rebeca Schwarz
Douglas Smithdeal
Frank & Cher Stingo
Paola Maria Trevino
Jeffrey & Jasmin Tucker
Dora Zepeda

THE “GOLD” SOCIETY
($100 TO $249)
Helen Adams
Tianne Adkins
Tiffaneyi Adkins
James & Anamaria Anthony
Gregory Anthony
Michael Antos
Jorge Alvarez
Gerardo Arias-Lopez
Allen & Marietta Bernando
Tina M. Besker
Matthew & Kylie Bonnes
Domingo Cabusao
Ryan & Marilou Cabusao
Daniel Calvani
Matthew & Ilda Clark
Maria Carrillo
Rogelio Sonny & Yamne Covarrubias
Katie Curran
Bill & Patti Dean
Armando & Wendy Diaz
Crispin & Marissa Dychitan
Calder & Vanessa Epes
Daniel & Ana Evangelista
Enrique & Viviana Elliott
Claudine Espinosa
Frontera Tile Service
Brian & Jessica Farley
Santiago & Iordana Fernandez
Timothy B. & Jocelin Fink
Francisco & Karla Franco
Marko & Cleysa Gallardo
William Gallmann IV
Javier & Miriam Garay
Joseph & Jenifer Griffin
Ernesto & Maria Elena Guilas
Thomas & Sally Hardin
Arlington & Miralia Harrigan
Ivan Hernandez
Ivan & Lisette Hernandez
Jose Miguel & Mireya Hernandez 
Irene Holecek
Roxanna Jimenez
Xyna Jimenez
Mike & Sherry ’69 Kelleher

Crusader 
  giving

THE “1960” SOCIETY
($1,000 TO $2,499)
Sabel Aguiar
Derrick & Monica Araki
Alessandro & Cheri Baldo
Balelo LLC
Frankie & Grace Bautista
Peter & Mary Ellen Ferrantelli
Enrique & Claudia Gandara
William Gerken
Trace & Leticia Polanco ’89
Lawrence & Carrie Salisbury
Maria Sanicolas
Sycuan Band of the 

Kumeyaay Nation
Luis A. & Vivian A. Weber

THE “2007” SOCIETY
($500 TO $999)
A&M Team Sales
Kristen & Robyn Adams
Jose & Claudia Amezcua
Mary Borland
David & Elizabeth Bracamonte
John & Lucy Briz
Rafael & Priscilla Carrillo
Juan & Maria Chavarria
Abel Delgadillo
DSSD, LLC
Evangelina C. Garcia
Luz Garzon
Allen Gates
James & Katherine Gillcrist
Ernesto & Elvigia Habana
Brian & Melanie Hagerty
Christopher & Claudia M. Hernandez
Rodolfo & Sabrina Herrera
Thomas Hiatt
Rigoberta Hinkledire
Michael Dugan Joyce
Daniel & Melva M. Kiser
Rose Krejci
Roman & Laura Lara
Lolita’s Inc.
Michael & Sherri Ann Mannello
John & Madelin McAuslan 
Metro Steel
Van Norman
Tim & Annamarie Penick
Erika Perezgrovas Garrido 
Marissa Pizarro
Jose & Jeanette Quiceno 
John & Maegan Rey
John A Robinson
Hugo ’88 & Heidi Roji
Alejandra Saavedra
Leslie Schubert
Michael & Claudia Scott 
Javier & Alexandra Valadez
Daniel & Erika Willeme
John Richard Wetter
David Wick
Michael Zirk

THE “CRUSADER” SOCIETY
($250 TO $499)
Gerardo & Maria Acosta
Juan Paul & Mayela Aispuro
Alberto & Cresencia Angeles
Manuel Banales
Rebecca Brown
Rosella Castagnola
Salvatore & Peggy Chiappe
James Dietz
Melanie Dietz

$19,652,710

6/30/18

MDCHS
Foundation 

Endowment
$29,188,286

6/30/19
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Blanca Monica Kelly
Minae Kim
Monica Mendoza Lagutan
Cynthia Luna Scott, Ph.D. ’66
Arturo & Thalia Lizardi
Cesar A. & Lizbeth Lopez
Cristian & Michelle Lozano 
Julian Lozano
Richard Macie
Paul Magaudda
Kristian & Gabriela Magana
Michael Marchesano
Alisa Martin
Sheila Martinez
Michael Milke
Elaine Montijo
Jim Moran 
Javier & Roxana Medina
George ’72 & Jeanine ’73 Milke
David & Monica Moreno
Robert J. Mulcahy
Carlos & Lucy Nava
Rodrigo & Margarita Navarro
Karen Nerat ‘89
Adrian & Monica Ocampo
Juan Oliva
Kathleen O’Neill-Kenyon
Dorr & Brett Overby
Vino & Shirley Pajanor
Edward & Barbara A. Paula
Jorge & Debbi Paullada
Mariana Postlethwaite
Rainer & Pamela Reyes
Antonio Reynoso
Jorge & Maria Ritz
Denise Rodriguez
Georgina Rodriguez
Lilly Rosa
Joan Rubano
Pamela Salgado
Jodie Simbolon
Mary Steckbauer
Gerald & Cristina Torres
Mark & Marissa Torres 
Carlos ’89 & Alejandra Varela
Roy G. Vasquez
Jeffrey Adrian Vidal
Phyllis Van Wanseele
Luis & Vivian Wheber 
Dan Yeats
Juan Pablo & Leonor Zaragoza
Eleanor Zizka

THE “BLUE” SOCIETY
($1 TO $99)
María Acosta
Richard Acuna
Ana Anderson
Catherine Anderson
Susana Appel
Alexis & Leticia Araiza 
Ruben & Nancy Arce
Geysil Arroyo
Jeanette Avalos
Jose Avalos
Bernadette Balestrieri-Martinez
Yolanda Barajas
David Bejarano
Michael Bejarano
Daniel & Elizabeth Bermudez
Georgina Best
Aaron Bonnes
Andrea Brazao
Carlos & Diana Cabrera 

Elenita Cabrera
Hilda Cabrera
Oscar Cabrera
Sandy Cabrera
Mary Cabusao
Maria Cacho
Cassandra Calvani
Norma Camacho
Arturo & Wendy Campa
Roberto Carrillo
Jorge & Cristina Cordova
Marie Custodio
David Davila
Edna Deguzman
Christine DelSol
Laura Dick
Janitzia Downey
Patrick Dunleavy
Jodene Dunphy
Ryan & Alicia Duron
Enrique & Viviana Elliott
Lydia Enriquez
Patty Epifano
Liza Escano
Julian Esparza
Juan Espinoza
Miguel Fernandez
Santiago & Iordana Fernandez
Carlos & Ana Fierro
Oscar & Myriam Foglio
Julie Gamby
Gloria Garcia
Matt & Pilar Gardner
Jacqueline Gardner
Kathy Gerache
Marissa Gerache
Rosa M. Gonzalez
Marco Gonzalez
Vicente Gonzalez
Janet Griffin
Saul & Alejandra Gross
Mericia Guerrero
Donald Halte
Salvador Hamby
Arcelia Herrera
Alejandra Marcela Huerta
Sandra Huerta
David Iamm
Aida A. Imperio
Arnel Inovio
Renato & Nora Jaramillo
Marianne Joyner
Ruth Judge
Apollo & Sandra Kacsinta
Gerriss Klant
Linda Kullmann
Gina Liano
Antoine Loaiza Morrison 
Bernando & Pamela Longoria
Isabel Lopez
Michele Lozano
Angela Lucero
Oscar Enrique Lutteroth
Gaby Macias
Cesar Macy
Patricia Maier
Alejandro & Karla A. Marin
Arturo Martin
Jessica McConnell
Marco Mendoza
Monica Mendoza 
Sancho Mendoza 
Jenn Mesa

Rene Murphy
Thomas Neddersen 
Edward Ng
Armando & Yosely Ochoa
Juliana Ongley
Richard Orozco
Josefina Ortega
Maria Oseguera
Francisco Oseguera
Jesus Ovalle
Nina Ovalle
Jason & Vanezsa Pabilliano 
Priscilla Pabillano
Carol Palmiotto
Gerald & Christine Palos 
Leticia Parker
Michelle Patteeuw
Joan M. Peters
Phong Pham
Hector Pimentel
Alexander Pimentel
Renan Porciuncula
Ernesto & Carolina Postlethwaite
Caryn Ramirez
Christine Ravazza
Monique Richardson
Angie Rios
Alejandro Rivera
Eric Calvin Roddy 
Rodrigo & Nena Rodriguez 
Manuel Rodriguez
Ricardo & Tatiana Roiz
Alejandro Romero
Lucy Romero
Victoriano & Michelle Rosales
Richard Rubenstein
Beatriz Sacre
Jose Sandoval
Edward Santiago
Jeff Santos
Elizabeth Schnitter
Robert Schnitzius
Vanessa Camille Short
James Simon
Miles Smith
Branden Stoker
Oscar & Karla D. Tapia
Harry Thoms
Rose Tierra
Suzanne Till
Diana Toledo
Michael & Cristina Torres
Christine Torres
Angela Torres
Michele Trotter
Mark Trus
Glenna Tunstall
Jodi Uchida
Irma Uriarte
Alexandra Valadez
Jose & Betty Valdez
Alejandro & Vivi Valenzuela
Nora Valenzuela
Antonio Vargas
Hermes & Alexis Vega
Nathalie Villarreal Castaneda
Carlos & Xochilt Villarreal
Diane Vranjes
Zhigang Xu
Olimpia Yamamoto
Carol Yamamoto
Paula Zamudio
David Zamora

BLUE & GOLD NIGHT 
SPONSORS
Event Sponsors
Armando’s Taco Shop
Casanova Fish Tacos
G-Global
La Cetto
Los Panchos
Mama Mia Pizza
Soul Sick Music
Tacos el Gordo
3 Punk Ales

Blue Sponsors
Silva, MD

Crusader Sponsors
A&M Team Sales
Aramark
Balboa Thrift and Loan
Bill Gerken and Daughters
Catholic Uniforms
Chula Vista Jujitsu Club
Educational Outfitters
Namaste Fitness
Viejas Casino
The Wetter Family

Live Auction Sponsors
Coral Marina Hotel
Hard Rock Hotel
Marriot San Diego Gaslamp Quarter
Pueblo Bonito Golf & Spa Resorts
SulierSoft
Viejas Casino & Resort

Silent Auction Sponsors
3N1 Sports Bar & Grill
3 Punk Ales
9 Round 30 Min. Kickbox Fitness
A&M Team Sales
Art Houz Studio Gallery
Asti Ristorante
Baez Exclusive
Barona Resort & Casino
California Westy’s
Caryn Accessories
Chula Vista Jijitsu Club
Chula Vista Police Department
City Tacos
Cleto Reyes USA Boxing Equipment
Corona Del Valle
Duhagón
Eastlake Country Club
Educational Outfitters
Hard Rock Hotel
Kula Yoga Project
Lissé xpress
LuAnn at Visual Impact Production
Mama Mia Pizza
Namaste Fitness
New Day Smile
On Cue Billiards
Rancho Ojai
Rodan + Fields
Ryan Bros. Coffee
SeaWorld
Sky Zone
Sycuan Band of the 

Kumeyaay Nation 
The US Grant Hotel
The Venetian Point Loma
Tribute Pizza
Vibrant Face Painting

CRUSADER CONNECTION 5 1



SPOTLIGHT

How long have you 
worked at Mater Dei? 
I started working at Marian Catholic 
High School in 1998. Initially, we had two 
counselors supporting our student body. 
When the school became Mater Dei 
Catholic High School, we added a third 
counselor to better serve our growing 
student population. As we begin our 2019-
2020 school year, we are excited to add a 
fourth full-time counselor. This will position 
us well to meet both our students’ and 
parents’ needs into the future.

What did you do before 
coming to Mater Dei? 
I always knew I wanted to work closely 
with people. I began my career working 
with women in the Navy while pursuing 
a master’s degree in counseling. I 
subsequently worked for five years as a 
career counselor for adults but always felt 
a calling to work with high school students. 
Even though I did not have any specific 
experience as a high school counselor, I 
believed God was calling me to apply for 
the counselor position at Marian Catholic 
High School. Dr. Kassebaum recognized my 
passion and potential to make a difference 
at Marian Catholic High School and hired 
me into my dream career. 

What sets Mater Dei counseling 
apart from other schools?
We are all about planning! From freshman 
to senior year, students and parents meet 
with their counselor at the beginning 
of the year to build out and develop a 

comprehensive academic plan that will 
meet each student’s objectives. Our 
knowledgeable team of counselors are 
dedicated to making sure all students are 
qualified to apply to a four-year university.

Our focus is on one-on-one academic 
guidance. Twice a year, we assess 
each student’s progress and modify 
their plan according to changing 
interests and performance. We look 
at academic coursework, community 
service opportunities and internship 
experience, and then we recommend a 
plan to prepare for tests like the SAT or 
ACT. We also create and provide annual 
field trips to visit universities. By senior 
year, students could complete up to six 
college tours. We are hoping to plan an 
East Coast college tour in the future.

Why is Mater Dei the Place to Be?
We provide a high-quality, Catholic-based 
education and proudly foster a college-
bound culture. We also work hard to live 
and bring our faith into every aspect of our 
school. I am a huge proponent of Catholic 
education. We offer everything a student 
needs to succeed academically. We are 

blessed to have teachers that really  
care about our students, and we provide 
a safe environment where kids feel  
secure and feel they are part of a family 
and community.

What do you attribute the 
incredible college acceptances to?
Consistent one-on-one academic 
counseling helps. Hands-on experience 
through summer internships at top 
institutions and the required Senior 
Capstone Project drive students to 
gain practical experience in a field of 
interest. Academy of Science students 
are required to prepare college-level 
posters that become a big part of their 
high school resume. The counseling 
department dedicates the months of 
October and November to our seniors 
by providing workshops to help them 
navigate the college application process. 
I think the addition of community 
college-level courses and university 
dual-enrollment courses on our campus 
gives our students an extra advantage. 
I also credit the Aquinas Center for 
Learning and the Language Academy for 

MARISSA MEDA, Counseling 
department chair at Mater Dei 
Catholic High School, discusses 
the focus and support offered 
to students at all levels

Meet 
Marissa
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the added support given to students who 
may not come into high school thinking 
they are college bound.

What improvements have been made?
The administration at Mater Dei Catholic 
has prioritized the resources and support 
for increasing four-year university 
acceptances for all students at all levels. 
We help students study for and improve 
test scores by offering a college-prep class 
for juniors. All students have a one-week 
test review period by math and English 
teachers prior to the yearly PSAT exam, and 
Mater Dei offers summer school programs 
focused on SAT preparation. We are also 
improving and expanding our program 
to include a career day next spring. 
Each year, approximately 60 university 
representatives come to campus to give 
presentations to interested students. We 
are seeing the fruit of these efforts, and I 
am blessed to be a part of the Mater Dei 
Catholic community! ✶

JScan photo of 
Marissa (top left) 
with HP Reveal 
to see a video on 
college acceptances 
(Instructions on page 1)

15
AP CLASSES

10
HONOR CLASSES

6
DUAL-ENROLLMENT 
COLLEGE CLASSES

Avation Careers Education Camp

Barcelona International 
Youth Science Challenge

Biotics Robotics

CA Young Legislator's Program, 
District 79

Camp Cardiac

Camp Powell

Club Marisol

Help International, Guatemala

Hewlett Packard

Howard Gardner Community School

Humane Society

Initiative for Children Costa Rica

Jewelry Craft Industry, Mexico City

Junior Life Guard, Silver Strand

Kaiser Chiropractic

Living Coast Discovery Center

Los Angeles Hospital Tijuana

Meiji Academy, Japan

Olde Globe Theatre Shakespeare 
Summer Studio

Rady Children's Hospital

Rueben H. Fleet

Scripps Green Hospital, 
Organ Transplant Unit

SDSU GIS

*partial listing for Class of 2019 

SDSU Language Academy

Sharp Chula Vista Medical Center

Sharp Grossmont Hospital

South Bay Primary Medical Group

Stanford College Summer Session

Sustainable Golf Courses

UC Irvine School of Nursing

UCLA Medicine:  
National Youth Leadership Forum

UCLA Summer Institute: 
Nanoscience

UCSD Camp Cardiac

UCSD Camp Neuro

UCSD Camp Neurology

UCSD Life Science Summer Institute

UCSD Mentor 
Assistance Program (MAP)

UCSD Pharmacy and Botany Camp

US Coast Guard AIM Program

USA Westpoint Summer Program

USD CyberInvestigations 
and Forensics Camp

USD Environmental 
Science Camp 1 & 2

USD GenCyber Summer Camp

Wee Companions

Our students participated in 
140 Summer Internships!

Our graduates have been accepted into these 
& other outstanding universities:

*partial listing
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{ S A V E  T H E  D A T E }

Crusader
Recognition Night

September 20, 2019

Giving Day
November 19, 2019

STEAM Night
October 10, 2019

Verbum Dei
December 12, 2019

Open House
October 20, 2019

High School 
Placement Test
January 25, 2020

8th Grade 
Visitation

November 7, 2019

Blue & Gold Night
March 28, 2020

CONNECT WITH US 
ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

twitter.com/mdcrusaders instagram.com/mdcrusaders

youtube.com/user/materdeicatholicfacebook.com/MaterDeiCatholic


