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Being nimble is something we have all become accustomed 
to over the past several months navigating through a 
pandemic. This has been challenging for even the most 

veteran and seasoned leaders, and no one has figured it out 
perfectly. We have had to consider government mandates, 
worldwide trends of the spread of COVID-19 and local health 
department regulations. We also had to navigate through the 
disappointment of cancelling important school events and 
re-configuring celebrations, such as graduation.

This was all happening while addressing the heightened 
demands to maintain high standards for academics and 
addressing the social-emotional welfare of students during 
a whole new modality of delivering our curriculum through 
distance learning.

The last four months of the 2019-2020 school year taught 
our community many lessons on the importance of navigating 
through a crisis and being models of hope. We have come to see 
the importance of being adaptable, resilient and servant leaders.

The best example of adaptability 
was displayed by the Class of 
2020. What they went through was 
unfortunate, yet how they responded 
by making the most of the situation 
was commendable. They put a smile 
on their faces and made the best 
of a really challenging experience. 
That is a lesson for the rest of their 
lives and for all of us. They endured 
disappointment, kept a positive 
attitude and embraced it.

We have also witnessed resiliency 
through our leadership team, 
which has had to address specific 
decisions regarding daily schedules, 

class locations, course offerings, food service, athletics and 
implementation of safety and health protocols while considering 
guidelines and recommendations from local agencies, which 
continue to change frequently. Throughout this time, we have 
remained focused on what is in the best interest of students and 
families, while paying close attention to how we are spending 
money received by parents and donors.

Being a servant leader means doing whatever you can to help 
another. No task is too small. What’s most important is doing 
everything and anything to support people around you during 
these times. To that end, we have been committed to frequent 
and transparent communication throughout the pandemic 
and will continue to keep this going into the future. We made a 
concerted effort to reach out and make phone calls to incoming 
and current students, faculty, staff and donors to check in with 
them and let them know they were not alone.

With all the hard work, our community has persevered. I am 
continually reminded of the spirit, faith and hope that permeates 
this remarkable community. Thank you for your continued 
support, flexibility and sticking with us. We are all in this together. 
Let us continue to “Share the Love” in any way we can to make our 
Crusader community even stronger during 2020-2021.

In Mission,

John Rey, CPA, CFP
President

LETTER FROM 
THE PRESIDENT

Mater Dei Fosters a Culture of Resilience, 
Adaptability & Service

IMPORTANT 
LESSONS FOR LIFE

JScan this QR code to see our promotional video. (Instructions on page 1)
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The past few months 

have taught 

our community 

many lessons on 

the importance of 

navigating through 

a crisis and being 

models of hope.

CRUSADER CONNECTION 3



A MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRINCIPALS

For years, we have been 
using the motto, “The 
Place to Be,” to promote 

what differentiates us. We have 
further invested in our renowned 
Academy of Science, strong 
athletic programs, hundreds of 
hands-on internship placements 
which propel our students into 
some of the top universities 
in the nation and many of the 
extracurricular and service 

opportunities that form our students into amazing leaders.
In March 2020, our community was faced with a global 

challenge that affirmed that Mater Dei is not just a place or 
campus in Chula Vista. We are one community, a Catholic 
family, that resides in every place there is a Crusader, faculty, 
staff, alumni or friend of our school.

We had three days to begin delivering our complete 
curriculum online to students who were located around the 
globe. Our faculty worked as a team to adapt and leverage 
different technologies that would help engage and support 
student interaction online while deploying essential 
learning standards.

The biggest lesson learned was how crucial communication 
is. Our teachers really delivered with their communication 
protocols, making sure students understood assignments, 
were adjusting well and felt supported. We were extremely 
intentional about checking in with everyone in our community 
with phone calls and emails. We also made a concerted effort 
to survey our parents throughout distance learning to address 
concerns and make adjustments along the way.

As teachers spent endless hours making sure all of us 
were prepared and positioned to teach from home, students 
stepped up in their families and submitted end-of-the-year 
projects that demonstrated growth and a deep understanding 
on what it means to be a servant for Christ and overcome 
adversity. This is a reflection of how Mater Dei is preparing our 
students for solving real-life challenges.

Frank Stingo
Principal, Mater Dei Catholic High School

MDCHS Principal Mr. Stingo’s 
Reflections on Distance Learning

Mater Dei “The Place to Be” 
Takes on New Meaning

The Sanchez family summed up their 
student’s experience: “Distance learning 
has not only helped in keeping our families 
safe during this pandemic; it also made 
students develop new skills, manage 
projects more efficiently and gave us a 
new meaning to the word ‘teamwork.’”

As a community, we 
are committed to 
academic excellence, 

faith and innovation. Together 
we rose to the challenges 
that came our way during this 
historical school year. This 
was not the school year we 
pictured in August of 2019 
when we met on Fatima 
Court to celebrate the start of 
another school year. However, 
the 2019-2020 school year still brought us many blessings. 
On March 13, 2020, as we were sent home, our faculty 
and staff went into full throttle to devise a plan to ensure 
the continuity of our academics, faith and innovation from 
home. We are extremely proud of our teachers, students 
and parents. We were blown away by the professionalism, 
family support and creativity of our teachers and the overall 
teamwork of the Mater Dei staff who rose to the challenge 
and helped us complete a seamless transition. This year 
taught us that even at a distance, we are all still surrounded 
by light and hope and love. As a Catholic school, we 
continue to be a beacon of hope for our school community. 
All of us, together, have built a very special family and we 
learned that while physical distance may separate us, we are 
still united in our faith, in our love for each other and in our 
hopes for the future. Visit page 28 to learn more.

Leticia Oseguera
Principal, Mater Dei Juan Diego Academy

MDJDA Principal Mrs. Oseguera 
Commends Community
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T
here may not be a more apropos use of 
the saying “expect the unexpected” when 
the Crusader community looks back on 
the close of the 2019-2020 school year. 
Without a doubt, Mr. Rey, Mr. Stingo and 

Mrs. Oseguera could not have predicted what would 
unfold when the Governor of California enforced a stay-
at-home mandate due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The entire Mater Dei community responded 
confidently into a distance learning model due to its 
talented, dedicated and flexible administration, faculty 
and staff. To keep the community engaged, several 
coaches created fun and challenging exercise videos. 
Faculty members eagerly accepted the invitation to 
takeover Mater Dei’s Instagram page for the day to lift 
community spirit. ASB ran several virtual Spirit Weeks and 
organized Class Zoom meet-ups. Every week, faculty, staff 
and parents joined in praying a Virtual Rosary. The Miles 
Christi chaplains created inspirational video messages 
throughout Lent and Holy Week, organized weekly 
Boys and Girls Virtual Formation Groups for MDCHS and 
Family Formation Groups for MDJDA families. They also 
celebrated Mass with us virtually for Grandparent’s Day 
and in honor of our Senior Class.

It was essential that teachers adapt their instruction to 
a synchronous distance learning model, utilizing various 
online tools to continue to provide students with critical 
instruction and allow them the opportunity to fulfill their 
academic benchmarks for the remainder 
of the second semester. Needless to 
say, the demands of the extremely quick 
transition were not only felt by our faculty 
and staff, but probably even more so by 
the students themselves.

Many students thought it was 
difficult being isolated from their 
peers and the customary learning 

Distance Learning
Mater Dei Responds Confidently to the Shift to

environment of the classroom, yet they made the most 
of the situation. Associated Student Body Executive 
President Preston Munoz described the transition to 
distance learning as “definitely a new and different 
process,” though he says he had “lots of fun learning 
directly from home.” Female Crusader of the Year 
Christine Carey said, “I started to look forward to 
logging on to Zoom because of the care that Coach 
Carla and all my other teachers put in to make sure I 
was able to remain motivated, happy and successful in 
and out of my new at-home ‘classroom.’”

When distance learning became a mandate, Language 
Academy and Yearbook Teacher Ms. Carissa Peck took 
the initiative to create tutorial videos on how to use a 
variety of elements within Schoology, as well as other 
apps that teachers could use to make their curriculum 
come alive. We had teachers who have been incredible in 
the classroom for 30 years and were told they needed to 
teach in a completely different way. “They just needed to 
hear positive reinforcements,” said Ms. Peck.

Though the quarantine was unexpected for the 
entire Mater Dei family, proud Crusader parent Miryam 
Mamou expressed that she couldn’t be more thankful 
for the way the school continued to educate and protect 
her dear children. She is especially grateful for both of 
her sons being accepted to prestigious and respected 
universities after receiving such a great academic 
experience at Mater Dei Catholic. ✶
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AScan this QR 
code to check out 
our open house. 
(Instructions on 
page 1)

1,150
OPEN HOUSE VISITORS
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into the family

Welcoming

OPEN HOUSE
Each year, Mater Dei provides approximately 
1,000 guests the opportunity to experience 
the Crusader learning community and all that 
it offers in and out of the classroom. The entire 
Crusader faculty, staff and athletic coaches 
are available to meet, answer questions 
and detail what makes being a Crusader so 
special. Personal tours make the experience 
unique, and student ambassadors and school 
representatives share their personal experiences 
on what makes Mater Dei the “Place to Be.”*

*Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
restrictions for large gatherings and social 
distancing, MDCHS will be offering a virtual 
video tour of the campus to show prospective 
students and their families a safe glimpse into 
what Mater Dei has to offer.

CRUSADER FOR A DAY
Want to experience Mater Dei as a student for 
a day? Sign up for an experience you will never 
forget. Mostly held on Fridays in the fall, we offer 
prospective 8th graders shadow experiences to see 
firsthand what life on campus is like at Mater Dei. 
Attendees get paired with a Mater Dei student for 
a welcoming experience during your high school 
selection process.*

new
Crusaders



34
HSPT SCHOLARSHIP 

RECIPIENTS

446
HSPT TESTERS

ARROYO VISTA 
CHARTER SCHOOL

Franco Arnaiz (P) 
Diana Loera (M)

BONITA VISTA MIDDLE SCHOOL
Regan Rhodes (M)

CALVARY CHRISTIAN
Edgar Garcia Valencia (M)

EASTLAKE MIDDLE SCHOOL
Carlos Chavez (M) 

Ethan Jonah Jorge (P) 
Miguel Monteros Hurtado (P) 

Carolina Muñoz Constantino (M)

HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL
Amanda Pippins (P) 
Althea Roque (PR)

INSTITUTO CUMBRES, MEXICO
Santiago Lopez (PR)

NAZARETH SCHOOL
Alyssa Mechling (P) 
Claire Walrath (PR)

OUR LADY OF GRACE
Layla Johnston (M) 

Alexander Lefebvre (M)

OUR LADY OF 
MT. CARMEL SCHOOL

Danae Santana-Oikawa (P)

RANCHO DEL REY 
MIDDLE SCHOOL

Amanda Dougherty (M) 
Sean Hodge (M)

SANTA SOPHIA ACADEMY
Sara Clark (M)

SCHOOL OF THE MADELEINE
Jacob Reid (PR)

ST. CHARLES SCHOOL
Paula Ellen Marie Lozada (PR) 

Jesus Puebla (M)

ST. DIDACUS SCHOOL
Yacob Serawit (M)

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS
Athena Cacho (M)

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
ACADEMY

Matthew Oderlin (M)

ST. MICHAEL ACADEMY
Jacob Tabalon (P)

ST. PIUS X SCHOOL
Fernando Alvarez-Malo (P) 

Alexa Grunst (M) 
Victor Valderrama (P) 

Amelia Valdez (PR)

ST. RITA SCHOOL
Jaydon Estorpe (M)

ST. ROSE OF LIMA SCHOOL
Eric Daniel Alfonso (P)

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SCHOOL
John Paul Ortiz (PR)

STEAM ACADEMY AT LA PRESA
John Riporti (M)

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR 2020 HSPT 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS!

Presidential (PR)  |  Principal (P)  |  Merit (M)
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8TH GRADE VISITATION DAY
Raise your hand if you love field trips! This 
informative experience invites students to visit Mater 
Dei with their respective  8th grade class and have 
a fun-filled day of tours, a pep rally and games on 
the Crusader Senior Lawn. The day finishes with a 
lunch provided by Mater Dei for over 400 students, 
teachers and chaperones from across the county.*

On January 25, 2020, Mater Dei hosted its annual placement test, 
known as the High School Placement Test (HSPT). Over 100,000 
students across the nation complete the HSPT, and last year, 
Mater Dei welcomed 446 eighth-graders from over 70 schools all 
across San Diego and Imperial Counties. One young lady flew in 
from Grand River Academy in Michigan to earn herself a spot in the 
freshman class. “Demand for Mater Dei is at an all-time high!” said 
MDCHS Director of Admissions Roy Vasquez.

Mater Dei rewards the most diligent and dedicated students 
with the opportunity to earn an academic merit-based scholarship 
based on their HSPT results. Each year, Mater Dei offers three main 
scholarships to students. Students who test in the 99th percentile 
nationally earn the Crusader Presidential Scholarship, which covers 
100% of tuition for four years. The next ten highest test scores are 
awarded the Crusader Principal Scholarship, which covers 75% of 
tuition for four years. Finally, the next 15 highest test scorers earn 
the Crusader Merit Scholarship, which covers 50% of tuition for 
four years. For the 2020-2021 school year, Mater Dei awarded 34 
scholarships to students from all over. Will you be next?

VERBUM DEI AWARDS
Mater Dei cherishes the opportunity to recognize 
amazing students on and off our campus who 
demonstrate Christ like attributes. Verbum Dei in 
Latin means “Word of God,” and those who receive 
this award represent the spirit and love of Our Father 
and His Son. Both 8th and 7th grade teachers all 
over the Diocese of San Diego, Imperial County and 
Tijuana are encouraged to nominate students who 
emulate Christ on their campuses. The Verbum 
Dei Awards Luncheon recognizes these Christ-like 
leaders and gives us all hope for the future.*

*Due to COVID-19, these events may be 
postponed or take place online.



The mission of the Language Academy is to make Catholic education 
accessible for all students. The program was initially developed to 
address students whose first language was not English. Mater Dei 
eventually realized that there are many other American-born students 
who deal with challenges in reading, writing and academic language 
skills who could benefit from the Language Academy.

Mater Dei is committed to helping students with the necessary 
support programs that can prepare them to pursue a four-year university. 
All of our Language Academy teachers have been specially trained to 
guide students towards this path. “We are seeing about 75% of students 
who were in the Language Academy matriculate to four-year universities, 
and another 20% go on to community college. In addition, 15% of 
Language Academy students go on to become members of the National 
Honor’s Society, and 8–10% wind up in the Academy of Science,” said 
Language Academy Department Chair Cliff Rachlin.

Approximately 75 freshmen each year, or roughly 30% of the 
incoming students at Mater Dei, will receive support through the 
Language Academy. Language Academy students are identified 
by their HSPT score as well as an individual reading and writing 
assessment. “We teach the same English curriculum that any freshman 
at Mater Dei is required to take, but when they take this class through 
the Language Academy, we are able to add different pedagogy and 
methods to help students gain an increased level of understanding. We 
do the same with the ATL (Academic and Technological Literacy) and 
speech classes through the Language Academy,” added Mr. Rachlin.

One of the things that makes this program so successful is the 
small class size, which is capped at 25. “Everyone at Mater Dei 
demonstrates tremendous collaboration and support to ensure the 
success of our Language Academy students,” said Mr. Rachlin. “One of 
the goals of the Language Academy is accessibility, which over time 
helps students not to feel different, but to actually gain confidence in 
themselves and their abilities!” ✶

LANGUAGE ACADEMY 
& AQUINAS CENTER

Making Catholic 
education accessible 
for all students
LANGUAGE ACADEMY HELPS 
PREPARE STUDENTS FOR COLLEGE

First Generation 
to Go to College
BY CLIFF RACHLIN

Kevin Magana is the reason that programs like the 

Language Academy exist and are so essential as 

part of our Catholic mission. Kevin’s parents are 

both from Tijuana and speak little English. Kevin 

will be a first-generation college student. He says 

that he feels “a deep sense of responsibility to his 

younger siblings to set an example.”

Kevin originally went to a public school in 

National City but says that he learned very little. 

After seeing the limited progress he was making 

through fifth grade, his family decided to move him 

to Nativity Prep, a Catholic school which provides 

free education for working-class families but 

requires a rigorous class schedule from 9am-6pm. 

“I actually found high school less stressful than 

middle school,” Kevin told us.

Even with the preparation that he received at 

Nativity Prep, Kevin struggled at times in his high 

school classes. Kevin often needed tutoring and 

additional support from his teachers. “I was able to 

get the help I needed just by asking for it. I stayed 

for tutoring a lot, and that’s how I could do better 

each year,” Kevin added. Kevin was accepted to 

CSU East Bay and CSU Chico. He says that he plans 

to attend a two-year community college and 

transfer, saying, “I want to work even harder and 

attend a UC.” Kevin says that after the successes 

he has had, he has no doubt that he 

will achieve his goals. The Language 

Academy and Mater Dei are proud to 

have been part of these goals and of 

the Magana family’s story.13
LANGUAGE ACADEMY STUDENTS 
INDUCTED INTO NATIONAL 
HONOR SOCIETY IN 2019-2020
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M
ater Dei is dedicated 
to supporting students 
with learning differences 
through the Aquinas 
Center. With its 

diverse population, Mater Dei is proud 
to serve students of all backgrounds. 
“Our Aquinas Center team interacts 
with the entire faculty to help students 
academically and teach them life skills,” 
said Mater Dei Principal Frank Stingo. 
“This builds confidence and helps 
students advocate for themselves and 
improve executive functioning.”

Each student in the Aquinas Center 
requires documentation to support 
their personalized needs, such as an 
Individualized Education Plan (IEP), 504 
plan or psychological evaluation. “We 

take time to review and understand 
student needs as well as their learning 
strengths and challenges as we create an 
accommodation plan with their families 
and other teachers. Our goal is to build 
a fluid plan that we can adjust over time 
as needed to maximize success for each 
student and help them with organization, 
time management and other important 
study skills,” said Brooke Laird, English 
and Special Education Teacher.

Over the past four years, the Aquinas 
Center has offered study skills classes, 
which are embedded into the student’s 
block schedule, and a Testing Center, 
which provides students with extended 
time to take tests in a quiet, anxiety-
free zone. “Because our Aquinas Center 
teachers have expertise in special 

education as well as 
specific subjects like 
English and math, this 
provides a great benefit for 
students who potentially 
will have an Aquinas Center 
teacher for multiple blocks, 
forming a deeper level 
of connection as well as 
added support,” said 
Mr. Stingo.

Ms. Laird identified 
the lack of advocating 
for oneself and fear of 
speaking in front of others 
as common challenges 
for many of her students. 
“Students come into the 
program hesitant about 
asking their teachers for 
additional time to complete 
a project,” said Ms. Laird. 
“I teach them the tenets 
of basic communication 
skills. It starts with how 
to correctly compose an 
email — from the subject 

line down to their signature. Eventually, 
they have the confidence to move from 
an email to an in-person request. These 
are skills they will take with them to 
college and the workplace!”

With small classes of less than 10 
students on average, students are given 
the personalized attention needed 
to build trust and establish strong 
connections with their teachers.

The study skills curriculum has grown 
exponentially over the years, and during 
distance learning, Ms. Laird introduced a 
TedTalk curriculum to continue building 
confidence with her students. TedTalk 
topics ranged from “How to Organize 
your Life” to “How Car Transmissions 
Work.” Students were allowed to pick 
any topic and were given eight weeks to 
research, develop, videotape and deliver 
their TedTalk to the class. Ms. Laird said, 
“I had two students from different study 
skills classes who thrived during distance 
learning. I did not have as many students 
asking for extensions on assignments, 
but when they needed it, they sent emails 
unprompted. I think distance learning 
taught our Aquinas Center students how 
to be very independent!” ✶

9-10
AVERAGE CLASS SIZE 

FOR AQUINAS CENTER

Aquinas Center
Building Life Skills and Confidence

The Mater Dei

“I think distance 
learning taught our 
Aquinas Center 
students how to be 
very independent!”
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CAMPUS 
LIFE

Crusader Spirit
Student Leaders Shine on Campus

Movie Night: ASB hosted their first on-campus movie night in February. Students came with blankets and snacks to watch High School Musical . The student body 
enjoyed the event so much that ASB is hoping to have more movie nights in the future. Club Expo: At the start of each school year, ASB hosts Club Expo, which 
showcases our 30 student-led clubs. Thanksgiving: ASB teamed up to serve the faculty and staff a delicious Thanksgiving meal.

10 CRUSADER CONNECTION



S
tudents at Mater Dei have free reign when taking on 
leadership roles, creating new clubs, rallying others to 
fundraise for a good cause or even when creating new 
social experiences to raise school spirit. This past year, 

our Crusaders accomplished all sorts of undertakings with the help 
and support of Ms. Noel Leon and Ms. Christine Rolston.

“Mater Dei is an extension of family and home to our students,” 
says Ms. Leon. “What makes the Mater Dei experience stand out is 
our ability to allow students to be the persons they want to be and 
providing them a way for that to happen by encouraging them to 
‘go for it’ when they have an idea to build community.”

90% of our students are involved in extracurricular activities.  
We have over 30 student-lead clubs. Some of them include 
Culinary Club, Future Medical Careers, French Club, Esports Club, 
The Office Club, Response Club and Junior Optimism. Check out the 
photos of some fun activities where our students led the charge to 
build community and have fun along the way! ✶

JScan this QR code to see our MDTV Thriller. 
(Instructions on page 1)

Mater Dei’s Robotics Team 
on an Upward Trajectory

In 2020, the Crusader Creators built its best robot to date. 

The team won two out of three total season tournaments 

and were extremely competitive in the division playoffs. 

Under Mr. Steve Smith’s guidance, the team is on an upward 

trajectory and improving their STEAM skills.

The Robotics team at Mater Dei began in 2011 when 

Marvis Machniak was a sophomore. In his middle school 

years, he had participated in FIRST Lego League Robotics, 

which helped him discover his passion for software 

development. Back then, FIRST robotics was a small 

program meant to expose students to engineering and 

technology. Marvis wanted to bring this program to Mater 

Dei, so he asked his father, Martin Machniak, to help.

At the time, Mr. Martin Machniak was the Division Head 

for Unmanned Systems at the U.S. Navy Lab on Point Loma. 

Being at the center of military robotics, Mr. Machniak saw 

the impact robotics could make on younger generations. He 

applied for and received a DoD STEM grant under the U.S. 

Navy Lab sponsorship. The grant provided basic materials 

and helped pay for team registration fees.

The brand-new team needed time and a workspace, which 

was graciously organized by then Science Academy Head, 

Mrs. McGregor, and then Principal, Mr. Milke. With head coach 

Mr. Martin Machniak, the Crusader Creators (team #5136) built 

and programmed a robot for the “Bowled Over!” FIRST Tech 

Challenge season. Their robot was able to push a 6-pound 

bowling ball up a ramp and had a basic autonomous feature that 

was rare for team robots at the time. They were able to make it 

all the way to the playoff rounds in their first year.

After Mrs. McGregor retired, Mr. Brad Bookser (former 

Director of Information Technology) and Mr. Tony Thomas 

took over the coaching and mentoring responsibilities. For the 

past three years, the Robotics team has been lead by Mr. Steve 

Smith and has grown tremendously under his direction. This 

once small, unorganized team is now a force to be reckoned 

with and is one of the hidden gems at MDCHS.

MDCHS Cheerleaders Share the Love: Crusader Cheerleaders helped launch 
the new Sesame Street Theme Park in Chula Vista in fall of 2019. On Leap 
Day, February 29, 2020, they also helped celebrate “A Leap of Faith” at the 
Whispering Winds Fundraising Gala.

Homecoming 
Dance: Under Ms. 
Rolston’s direction, 
ASB hosted their 
first Homecoming 
Dance offsite at 
the Natural History 
Museum in Balboa 
Park. Many Seniors 
claimed it was their 
favorite memory 
after four years at 
Mater Dei. More 
than 600 students 
showed up for this 
smashing event.

BY SOHINI MODY



FAITH 
IN ACTION

A
s a Catholic school, it is our mission to 
integrate faith into all aspects of our learning 
community. We begin each day with morning 
prayer and continue to pray the Angelus 

together at lunch, to become more mindful of Christ’s 
presence throughout each day. It is our hope that 
as each student progresses through their semester 
theology course, they come to grow in their relationship 
with Christ and understand the importance of living 
their Christian faith and growing in virtue.

A common thread woven throughout all areas of 
Mater Dei’s campus is servant leadership. Our students 
are encouraged to think beyond themselves and offer 
their time and talents to support the needs of our 
community. We offer a variety of service opportunities 
through the Response and Junior Optimist Clubs as 
well as some international service trips. This allows our 
students to grow in their love for God and others.

Our Miles Christi chaplains continue to support 
students, faculty and staff by celebrating the 
Sacraments and providing spiritual direction. Fr. Claude 
Lombardo, Fr. Paul de Sosa and Sister Luz Jimenez met 
with over 200 students throughout the year for spiritual 
direction, which continues to foster holiness and bring 
truth, wisdom and grace to students facing challenges.

One of the tenets of building our faith community is 
taking time to focus on Christ’s love. Marian/Mater Dei 

Putting Faith in Action Before & During Quarantine

We are one community.
We are family.

We are Catholic!

Catholic High School was born 
out of a devotion to our patroness, 
the Blessed Mother. We are 
committed to praying the Rosary 
with parents, faculty and staff 
every week for everyone in the 
Mater Dei community. Student participation in annual 
Campus Ministry retreats continues to promote the 
importance of communal prayer and support on 
each other’s spiritual journeys. We gather as one 
community to celebrate bi-monthly Mass and several 
times a year with our Mater Dei Juan Diego Academy 
brothers and sisters. During Mass, we experience 
our Catholic Faith in its fullness. Our chaplains also 
celebrate Mass each week during lunch and offer 
adoration every Monday.

We are grateful these opportunities were already 
in place this year to nurture and support our students 
on their spiritual journies at home. “The recent 
COVID-19 pandemic was a challenging time as 
well as an opportunity for our students to practice 
their faith at home,” said Mrs. Anamaria Anthony, 
Theology Chair. “We talk about domestic church in 
our Theology classes, and in March, we were faced 
with an opportunity to serve our own families and 
build up our domestic church in a variety of ways. 
Students truly rose to the occasion by taking on more 
responsibilities, helping parents tutor and school 
younger siblings and being more present for their 
families. Our students did a beautiful job accepting 
the challenge to be more loving and sacrificial.”

With the shift to distance learning, the annual 
Senior Capstone Project was cancelled. In its 
place, the seniors were taught curriculum about 
the importance of Christian vocation, focusing on 
living their vocations to the best of their ability in the 
present moment. “We discussed a lot about what God 
is calling each of us to do in the present day. When we 
open ourselves to living in God’s will in the moment, 
it gives us the grace we need to continue to seek His 
plan for our future,” added Mrs. Anthony. “We received 
profound work from students reflecting on the impact 
quarantine was having on their lives.”

SOCIAL 
JUSTICE MASS
Deacon Marvin Threatt, former Theology teacher and 

interim principal of Marian/Mater Dei, returned to preach 

about the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  Deacon Threatt spoke of 

his interactions with Dr. King and his personal experience during the Children’s 

March in Birmingham, Alabama in 1963.  We were encouraged to be grateful for the 

efforts of all those who fought so hard for equality and freedom during the Civil 

Rights movement and to celebrate our diversity, which we value today at Mater 

Dei. Students gave Deacon Threatt a well-deserved standing ovation!
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
The theme for Catholic Schools Week this year was “Learn, 
Serve, Lead, Succeed,” and Mater Dei honored different 
members of our community each day. Our students wrote 
thank you notes to principals and 
pastors of all our parochial schools 
and parishes. We gave out free home 
basketball tickets as a thank you to our 
parents. We celebrated Mass together 
with MDJDA to show that we are one 
school. Finally, our students and faculty 
played in a competitive volleyball game 
narrowly won by the students. ✶

Valuable 
Lessons in 
Quarantine
Taken from a reflection project 
in a Senior Theology Course

What Have You Realized 
About Yourself?

•  I am strong and can endure 
difficult times

•  I am getting more organized and 
productive, and I like it!

•  I am impatient, short tempered, 
but a good cook

• I need human interaction

•  I can be really focused when 
I need to be

•  I had no idea I enjoyed reading 
this much

What Have You Done to Help Others 
During Quarantine?

•  Baked cookies and banana bread 
for my family and friends

•  Delivered masks and supplies to 
doctors in the hospital in Tijuana 
and San Diego

• Cared extra for my family members

•  Stood in line to get groceries 
for the elderly

•  Helped siblings with schoolwork

•  Distributed food to neighbors and 
families in need

What Are Some Valuable 
Lessons Learned?

•  Life always changes

•  Stay calm in times of crisis

•  Things can always be worse

•  If I use my time wisely, I can get better 
at something, like guitar

•  Putting others’ needs before 
my wants

•  Don’t take things for granted

•   I am loved, I can love. Every day 
we are alive is a miracle

•  Be thankful rather than give in to 
hopelessness

•  I am not in control, but God is

How Has Quarantine Made You 
a Better Person?

•  I care more about others who are 
suffering

•  I am more generous

•   I am becoming more independent

•  I am not complaining and am so much 
more grateful for food, water and 
my home

•  I am being more responsible

•   I have gone from being a messy 
person to a clean freak

•  I have spent more time talking to God 
and asking for forgiveness

•  I am not worried as much about 
what others think of me

Freshman Retreat: On October 1-2, our freshman class 
experienced their first Mater Dei retreat. The theme was 
“Welcome to the MD Community.” Sophomore Retreat: On 
October 29-30, our sophomore class attended their annual 
retreat at Mater Dei Catholic Parish. The theme was “Loving 
Your Neighbor.” Junior Overnight Retreat (above): Over 150 
juniors attended their annual class retreat at Whispering 
Winds, and the theme was “Forgiveness.” The senior campus 
ministers led the juniors in an unforgettable experience, where 
they were able to encounter Christ in a deeper way. Many 
amazing conversions happened, and the Holy Spirit was truly 
present throughout the retreat.

796
STUDENTS WENT 

ON RETREAT

CRUSADER CONNECTION 13



VAPA (VISUAL AND 
PERFORMING ARTS)

16
VAPA CLASSES 

OFFERED 
AT MATER DEI

O
ver the past year, Mater Dei has 
increased its investment in the 
Visual & Performing Arts (VAPA) 
program by hiring a new director 
for both the high school and middle 

school (See Introducing Leslee on page 56). 
The Mater Dei community was also set to raise 
funds for a new lighting and sound system for its 
state-of-the-art theater at its Blue & Gold Night. 
Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, the event 
was postponed.

“We are really appreciative of all of the support 
from our community to make the necessary 
investments to build a consistent and sustainable 
VAPA program,” said Director of Advancement 
Alejandra Saavedra. “Once we get back to campus 
and are able to plan events with larger gatherings, 
we will hold our Blue & Gold Night and get moving 
on the upgrades in the theater.”

Currently, Mater Dei’s Visual and Performing 
Arts Programs includes 16 classes in Visual/
Fine Arts and Performing Arts and offers two 
AP courses — one in art history and the other 
in studio art. “We will be adding three new 
classes, and Mr. Smith will be joining the VAPA 
department in the future with a video/film course 
offering,” added Mrs. Myers.

VISUAL ARTS
Our Visual Art department offers Introductory 
Art, Studio Art, Graphic Design, Digital Art and 
Computer Graphics.

Studio Art students over the past several years 
have beautified the campus with large murals, 
and this year, Senior Alejandra Zepeda took it a 
step further by livening up an old piano, which 
made its big debut at the 2019 Open House.

“Painting on a three-dimensional surface is quite 
different than painting on a canvas or flat surface,” 
said Visual Arts Teacher Mr. LaFond. ”It was a labor 
of love, from stripping it down to its natural wood to 
putting it back together, keys and all.”

The latest mural project focuses on Mater 
Dei’s school history. It is currently being created 
and will be displayed in the Lecture Hall. It was 
delayed due to the pandemic. The artists included 
Seniors Jessica Garcia and Alejandra Zepeda 
and Sophomore Alissa Tsay. “These murals are 
iconic. They offer an amazing opportunity for our 
talented Crusader artists to leave their mark on the 
campus,” added Mr. LaFond.

“Music is art,” said Alejandra Zepeda. “The 
piano was stored away and neglected. It was 
exciting for me to give it new life and vibrancy. 
I chose colors that were bright, eye catching and 
playful. This project definitely got me out of my 
comfort zone!”

art
strong

VAPA Program
        Sparks Creative Brilliance
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Check out MDCHS Studio 

Art student Jessica 

Garcia’s artwork, which 

was selected for the cover 

of the Tijuana edition 

of Newsweek magazine. 

Jessica is currently working 

as an intern illustrator 

and graphic designer for 

the magazine and began 

this work while attending 

MDCHS. Her artwork in 

Newsweek was used in 

correlation with an article 

on plans to create municipal 

parks in Tijuana, Mexico.
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“We were faced with a 
challenge to navigate 
through unchartered 
waters,” said Mr. LaFond. 
“It stretched us to learn, 
improve and become even 
more creative.”

PERFORMING ARTS
Mater Dei’s talented drama department 
produces two professional-level 
theatrical performances each year. 
This past year, under the direction of 
Mrs. Leslee Myers, Mater Dei produced 
Almost Maine, which was performed on 
October 25 and 26 to an audience of 
over 300 people. In March, the drama 
department was ready to perform 
Radium Girls before the stay-at-home 
mandate was put in place.

Performing Arts classes at Mater 
Dei include Introduction to Theater 
and Stagecraft. The latter focuses on 
the technical aspect of production, 

including costume design, make-up design, 
lighting, sound, set design and set building. 
The goal of this class is to have Stagecraft 
students build sets for the Spring Production. 
“We are adding an Advanced Theater – Styles 
of Acting and Directing class for students who 
have completed a year of Intro to Theater or 
have been in at least one production. These 
students will learn different acting styles — 
from Greek style to modern style. Then next 
year, we hope to launch another project-based 
class, Advanced Theatre – Playwriting,” added 
Mrs. Myers.

VAPA DISTANCE LEARNING
“We had to come up with 
a whole new curriculum,” 
added Mrs. Myers. “We 
ended up doing a lot of 
play analysis and learned 
about writing monologues 
and performing them 
through video and Zoom.”

“I pulled from social 
media and was able 
to use YouTube to help 
my students progress 
with their instruments. 
We also did reflective 
analysis of songs and 
music theory. I had to 
really think outside of the 
box,” said Mr. Rosales.
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Seniors Pursuing 
the Arts in College

MUSIC
As the VAPA program expands, so will the 
opportunities for students interested in music. This 
year, music students will be able to sign up for Intro 
to Music, where they will learn how to read the 
treble and bass clef, understand the value of notes 
and learn basic piano, guitar and ukulele. After 
completing that class, they can move into Advanced 
Music, which focuses more intensely on choir, 
mastering guitar and performing concerts. Choir will 
include lessons in singing and learning how to write 
song lyrics. Choir Club and Choir Class members will 
come together to sing at Mass. ✶

GABY FONSECA LUNA 
Full-Ride Scholarship in Theater 

Design at Carnegie Mellon.

JESSICA GARCIA
Studio Art at Marangoni 

(in Italy) & school of the 

Art Institute of Chicago.

AMY PARRA GONZALEZ
Pursing Acting at Mesa College 

and hoping to transfer to Loyola 

Marymount University.

ALEXA HARO 
Acting at American Academy 

of Dramatic Arts.

TYLER RAMIREZ 
Music at Lewis & Clark College.

JOSEPH SANDOVAL 
Theater Arts at the College of 

Performing and Visual Arts at 

Southern Utah University.

ALEJANDRA ZEPEDA 
Studio Art at OTIS College 

of Art & Design.
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T
he focus of the Academy of Science 
is to expand student knowledge 
and scope of STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts and 
Mathematics) by asking them to 
engage in real-world problems and 

focus on their career passions. These students 
develop skills in scientific inquiry, critical thinking, 
problem solving and communications. Many go on 
to receive amazing summer internship experiences 
that help set their foundations when building college 
application resumes.

“This year, project-based learning found a new 
way to incorporate itself within our Academy of 
Science program,” said Mrs. Michelle Beeche, 
Science Academy 1 teacher. “The students definitely 
benefit in knowledge, experience and leadership.”

Academy of Science students this year delved 
into three project-based learning initiatives:

•  The sea bass in the classroom project which 
runs in conjunction with Hubbs SeaWorld 
Research Institute.

•  A partnership with San Diego Blood Bank to 
organize and run three student-led blood drives.

•  Proposal, implementation and development of 
an on-campus garden for both the high school 
and elementary school use.

“We are presently working on the installation 
of this garden and establishing a schedule in 
which Science Academy 1 students can work with 
the elementary students and teachers to help 
implement their science curriculum through hands-
on learning,” said Mrs. Beeche.

Academy of Science students were also exposed 
to a variety of fieldtrips. Many visited Hubbs SeaWorld 
Research Institute Sea Bass Hatchery in Carlsbad to 
explore a sea bass aquaculture system on a much 

ACADEMY  
OF SCIENCE

larger scale. Students received this amazing opportunity to 
increase their awareness of aquaculture benefits. Discussions 
took part on the importance of building local depleted stalks 
and sustainable food production in order to decrease reliance on 
foreign countries. Science Academy 1 students also went sailing 
with the Maritime Museum and visited the San Diego Zoo Safari 
Park’s Institute of Conservation Research.

Some of our female students were able to attend UCSD’s 
Envision, a free all-day conference for girls in high school which 
specifically focuses on careers in engineering, technology and 
science. “We also visited the California Wolf Center in Julian, 
learning about a facility involved in the Species Survival Plan of 
the Mexican Grey Wolf and the importance of apex predators,” 
added Mrs. Beeche. “Unfortunately, our field trips to tour USC, 
UCLA and the engineering department at SDSU were canceled 
this year due to COVID-19.”

Dr. Suzanne Till teaches Science Academy 3 students and 
offers three different college geography classes: Introduction 
to Human Geography, Introduction to Physical Geography 
(an earth systems science class) and Introduction to Physical 
Geography Laboratory. The Introduction to Physical Geography 
Class and Laboratory is the only college-level science course 
with a lab offered at any high school in San Diego County. 

THRIVE
Academy of

Science Students

with Project-Based Learning
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“All geography classes offer an introduction to 
geospatial technologies, such as remote sensing 
and geographic information systems,” said Dr. Till. 
“This helped our students map and track the 
spread of COVID-19, as we followed the Johns 
Hopkins geographic information systems during 
distance learning.”

Dr. Till is also responsible for organizing 
and managing all student internships, STEAM 
night and the college application process with 
her students. “The biggest highlight this year 
was that we had 92 students enrolled in our 
college geography classes,” said Dr. Till. She also 
highlighted one student in particular, Matthew 
Dharmawan (see page 20), saying he “did an 
incredible job completing his internship with 
the UCSD Mentorship Program for high school 
students and presenting on plasma physics.” 

JScan this QR code to see 
our Academy of Science video. 
(Instructions on page 1)

SEA BASS 
PROJECT
As members of the sea bass in the classroom 

project, students were responsible for the health 

and well-being of Pacific white seabass. This 

included managing the water quality by performing 

daily chemistry analyses of the aquaculture 

system. Engineering skills are also required for 

the maintenance of the aquaculture system and 

its components, as the 

entire system must be 

broken down, sanitized 

and reinstalled two 

times a year. Students 

release sea bass twice 

each academic year into 

the ocean off the coast 

of La Jolla Shores.
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ON-CAMPUS GARDEN
Members of the garden project researched, 
designed and developed a plan for a garden 
on school grounds. They also built planters 
and worked with Mater Dei Juan Diego 
Academy students whenever possible 
during garden development.

INTERNSHIPS
The Academy of Science summer 
internships separates MDCHS from all 
other high schools. In the summer of 2019, 
MDCHS sent over 140 students to work in 
labs at UCSD, in the Old Globe Theater or at 
Aviation Camps. These students are paired 
with mentors and participate in real-life 
experiences involving STEAM. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, students were unable 
to go out in the field for their assigned 
internships, but that didn’t stop them from 
getting creative with the help of Dr. Till.
Dr. Till’s summer internship proposal for 
2020 included 20 hours of community 
service or career exploration, which would 

Matthew 
Dharmawan
Junior Matthew Dharmawan spent the 

year interning at UCSD’s Center for 

Energy Research. While he learned 

a great deal about plasma research 

and energy under his mentor, 

Dr. Saikat Chakraborty Thakur, the 

biggest takeaway from his experience 

was understanding the importance of 

effectively communicating important 

and complex ideas. 

“Dr. Saikat Thakur made things 

very easy to understand,” said 

Matthew. “He was an incredible 

communicator. I learned a lot 

about the importance of research, 

communicating your goals and how 

to accomplish them.”

As one of 10 students under 

Dr. Saikat Thakur’s guidance, 

Matthew spent two hours a week 

shadowing and learning the day-

to-day tasks of an expert in plasma 

research. On May 24, he was one 

of 60 other interns to participate 

in the Mentorship Presentations. 

“My presentation was on a nuclear 

fusion device located in France and 

the importance of its engineering 

and design.” This experience made 

a positive impact on Matthew and 

exposed him to opportunities in 

science and research.

culminate into a student portfolio that 
documented their experiences. She 
offered recommendations including 
helping blind individuals, opportunities 
in Citizen Science, creating a map-a-
thon, developing a victory or pollinator 
garden, studying bumblebees, 
enrolling in a college-level summer 
class, volunteering to deliver food to 
those vulnerable to COVID-19, doing 
trash pick-ups and even volunteering 
for a political campaign.

LION’S CLUB WINNERS
In February, MDCHS took 1st place in 
two Lion’s Club Speech Competitions. 
First, Galia Santana Oikawa won 
the North Park Lion’s Club Speech 
Contest with her brilliant speech on 
mental health and homelessness. 
Following that presentation, MDCHS 
Junior Itzel Esparza won the Lion’s 
Club Speech Scholarship Competition 
in Lemon Grove. ✶

STEAM NIGHT
In October, we welcomed hundreds of friends and family members to the annual STEAM 

night. Academy of Science students dazzled everyone with their research presentations 

on their summer internships. It was a spectacular evening, showcasing the college-

level research performed along with Mater Dei’s community partners. Guests enjoyed 

a beautifully catered reception, engaging tabletop presentations, a program featuring 

student synopses and a keynote talk on “Using Big Data to Solve Real-World Problems” 

by Dr. Ming Tsou from the Department of Geography at San Diego State University. It was 

an impressive evening which showcased the professionalism and success of Mater Dei’s 

Academy of Science students.

“I like how my teachers 
at Mater Dei expose us to 
things outside of our school, 
such as this internship 
and community service 
opportunities that provide 
real-world experiences 
to show off what we are 
learning in the classroom.”
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ATHLETICS

GIRLS GOLF 
League Championship/CIF Champions/ 
State Qualifier

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL 
CIF Champions

GIRLS SOCCER 
League Champions 

BOYS BASKETBALL 
League Champions

BOYS SOCCER 
CIF Champions

Seventy percent of our students participate in 26 
male and female sports offered here at Mater Dei. 
We have over 30 athletes currently competing in 
collegiate athletics and six current professional 
athletes with one playing in last year’s NFL Pro 
Bowl and two representing the United States on 
the USMNT.

The Crusader Football program currently has 
multiple students with Division 1 offers including 
senior defensive back Darren Barkins, who is 
committed to play at the University of Oregon, 
and nationally-ranked sophomore linebacker Tre 

Edwards. We have over 25 athletes who have gone 
on to play college football over the past five years.

The Lady Crusaders Softball team won the 
2019 Open Division Championship. They compete 
at the highest level every year and are one of the 
premier softball programs in the county.

The Crusader Boys and Girls Soccer teams 
have both been on the rise in recent years. The 
girls were CIF Champions in 2018, and the boys 
won CIF in 2020.

The Crusader Boys and Girls Basketball teams 
both compete in the Open Division and every year 
are one of the top teams in the county.

Our Girls Golf has won three straight CIF 
Championships and have played in the State 
tournament the last three years. They have also 
won a Regional Championship and were the 2018 
State Champions.

Mater Dei offers a full-time athletic trainer 
and internship opportunities for students 
interested in sports medicine. “We also have an 
on-site strength and conditioning coach who 
works with all sports, focusing on specific sport 
movements and training,” said MDCHS Athletic 
Director Jared Izidoro.

Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W
CrusaderNation
The 2019-2020 school year brought three new CIF Championships and three 
League Championships to Mater Dei Catholic High School. Here are the highlights:

Sports at 
Mater Dei
FALL SEASON: Girls 

Golf, Girls Tennis, 

Girls Volleyball, 

Football, Boys Water 

Polo, Cross Country

WINTER SEASON: 

Boys Basketball,  

Girls Basketball, Boys 

Soccer, Girls Soccer, 

Girls Water Polo, 

Wrestling, Rugby

SPRING SEASON: 

Baseball, Boys Golf, 

Boys Tennis, Boys 

Volleyball, Boys 

Lacrosse, Girls 

Lacrosse, Softball, 

Track & Field
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FALL

FOOTBALL: Coach John Joyner’s Crusaders had a solid 
playoff run to the CIF quarterfinals led by All-CIF and 
Mesa League Player of the Year Aiden Calvert. Aiden 

will be continuing his studies and football 
career at the United States Air Force Academy 
this coming fall.

GIRLS GOLF: Coach Alex Valenzuela guided 
the Lady Crusaders to an undefeated season 
with another CIF Championship. The ladies 
then proceeded to compete for the Southern 
California Section Championship and qualified 
for the State Championship held at Pebble 
Beach. Led by Seniors Ivanna Montemayor, 
Jessica Moreno Reyes and Maria Garcia 
Rosette, the team continued the tradition of 
great success.

GIRLS TENNIS: The Lady Crusaders finished 
strong in league and qualified for CIF playoffs 
under new Head Coach Jose Oropeza. Junior 
Sarah Beckman led the team and qualified for 
the CIF Individual Playoff Tournament.

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL: This year’s Lady Crusaders 
won the first Girls Volleyball CIF Championship for the 
Crusaders since 1988. Led by Coach Marissa Ritchie, the 
team finished a strong regular season as the runner-up 
in the Mesa League, ultimately earning the #1 seed in 
the Division 3 playoffs. Their CIF Championship qualified 
them for the California State playoffs, where they lost in 
the second round to Visalia.

BOYS WATER POLO: The Boys Water Polo team played 
in a tough Mesa League under first-year head coach 
Jennie Charlesworth and qualified for Division 1 CIF. The 
team was led by Senior Kyler Mamou and Juniors David 
Dare and David Brown. The Crusaders had an overall 
record of 15-13 and a 6-4 record in their league.

CROSS COUNTRY: The Crusader Cross Country team 
competed hard through the September heat. Junior William 
Dunphy lead the boys this year. The girls’ top performers 
were Senior Christine Carey and Junior Amalia Koch, as they 
competed in the Metro Conference against top runners from 
across the county.

WINTER

BOYS BASKETBALL: In his second year, Coach Jason Bryant 
guided the Crusaders to the top of the Mesa League with an 
impressive 9-1 record. Led by Mesa League Player of the Year 
and 1st Team All-CIF Junior Guard Emilio “Melo” Sanchez, the 
Crusaders took the #2 St. Augustine Saints down to the wire — 
coming up just short in an exciting first round matchup of the 
Open Division playoffs. The Crusaders battled a very talented 
King/Drew High School in Los Angeles in the CIF State playoffs.

GIRLS BASKETBALL: David Monroe led the Lady Crusaders to 
another strong season in the Mesa League, ultimately finishing 
as the runner-up for the league title. Senior Marissa Sanchez 
and Junior Kayanna Spriggs led the girls through a tough 
season, which culminated in the team losing in the first round 
of the Open Division playoffs. The Lady Crusaders went on to 
the State playoffs and won their first two games on the road vs 
Hamilton High School and Bakersfield High School. They ended 
their impressive State playoff run in the Southern California 
semifinal game against Palisades High School.
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36
CIF TITLES

107
LEAGUE TITLES

5
STATE TITLES

BOYS SOCCER: Jorge Zavala captured the third 
CIF Championship of his tenure as the Boys Soccer 
head coach of Marian/Mater Dei. Seniors Justin 
Carreon, Jared Quinonez and Miguel Mendoza led 
the team throughout the year. Carreon finished 
as the South Bay League Co-Player of the Year 
and earned All-CIF Team honors. The season 
highlight came in the CIF Championship game, 
as the Crusaders beat Francis Parker 3-2 with 
Junior Oscar Tapia scoring all three goals for the 
Crusaders in the thrilling victory.

GIRLS SOCCER: Coach Oscar Flores inspired 
the ladies to a South Bay League Championship 
and an undefeated regular season (16-0-1, 
10-0). Senior Jordan Norman (Vassar) and Junior 
Rachel Penick provided the team with exemplary 
leadership and consistency each time the team 
took the field. Penick finished as the South Bay 
League Player of the Year. The ladies made it to 
the second round of the Division 2 Playoffs.

GIRLS WATER POLO: In her second year as 
Head Coach, Jennie Charlesworth’s team continued 
to improve. Junior Anna Cetnar earned All-Mesa 
Team honors and lead the team in scoring with 
60 goals. Senior Christine Carey scored 19 goals 
and saved 125 goals. Junior Kate Clifton ended the 
season with 49 goals and 65 steals.

WRESTLING: Coach Justin Martin’s wrestling 
team battled in a strong Mesa League. Senior 
Daniel Moreno and Sophomores Javier Salas 
and Eros Castaneda finished the season strong. 
Javier Salas qualified for both CIF and the Masters 
Tournament. Nathan Karl placed fifth at CIF and 
Javier Salas placed third.

RUGBY: In its second season of competition, the 
Crusaders Rugby Club made great strides in their 
continued growth. Coaches Steve Marshall and 
Roy De Vault continued to build the program as 
their numbers and successes rose this year.

SPRING

We recognize the difficulty many of our student 
athletes faced as their seasons came to an abrupt 
end in mid-March when school closed because 
of COVID-19. Looking to repeat an Open Division 
Championship, Crusader Softball started the 
season 6-0 and was ranked #1 in the county. Their 
early success placed them at #5 in California and 
#13 in the nation. Our baseball team also started the 
season 5-1, which included a 5-1 victory over the #1 
team in the county. We thank the athletes, coaches 
and parents for their resilience in having to make 
great sacrifices and adjustments as we collectively 
navigated through losing our regular season play. ✶

*Due to COVID-19, athletic 
activities have been 
postponed and will resume 
based on guidance from CIF, 
which is currently scheduled 
for January 2021.
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JScan this QR 
code to see an 
interview with 
Jay Myers. 
(Instructions 
on page 1)

Crusader 
Recognition Night
The 2019 Crusader Recognition Night was held on Friday, September 20th.

The Crusader Sports Hall of Fame honors and recognizes graduates, 

faculty, coaches and teams who have been outstanding representatives 

of Marian Catholic and Mater Dei Catholic High School while participating 

in high school athletics at MCHS/MDCHS and in their respective post-high 

school careers. This award also recognizes those who have given meritorious 

service, inspiration or loyal friendship to MCHS/MDCHS sports programs.

We concluded Catholic Schools Week with a special visit from former 

Crusader and NFL player Jason Myers '09 to celebrate his induction into 

the Crusader Hall of Fame.

JASON MYERS ’09 
Jason Myers was a four-year 
letterman in football and soccer who 

also played baseball. He was named 
Mesa Kicker of the Year as a senior and named 
South Bay Kicker of the Year as a junior. He played 
on the state championship soccer team as a senior 
and was named San Diego Division IV CIF Player 
of the Year for 2009. He attended Marist College, 
where he was a four-year letterman (2009-12) and 
served as the team’s punter as a senior.

Jason signed with the Jacksonville Jaguars in 
2015. He played in 38 games for the Jaguars from 
2015-17 and he began playing for the N.Y. Jets in 
2018. Jason was named to the Pro Bowl after his 
season with the Jets, making 33 of 36 field-goal 
attempts, including six out of seven from 50-plus 
yards. He holds an NFL record of five makes of 
55-plus yards and 30 of 33 extra points. In 2019, 
Jason signed a four-year contract with the Seattle 
Seahawks. He is married to his wife, Katie.

PAUL ARRIOLA ‘13
Paul Arriola made his professional 
soccer debut as an 18-year-old on 

July 7, 2013. He ended that year with 
three goals and two assists across all competitions, 
including two goals during the Xolos’ run to the 
semifinals in the CONCACAF Champions League. 
He played for the Xolos until August of 2017, when 
he was transferred to D.C. United.

In D.C., Paul started in all 11 of United’s remaining 
matches after joining the club during the August 
transfer window. He made an instant impact on 
the offense, slotting into the wide midfield position 
next to playmaker Luciano Acosta. In 2018, he 
was a constant figure in United’s midfield with 
28 appearances and 25 starts. This midfielder 
earned MLS Goal of the Week for Week 16 with an 
acrobatic diving header against Toronto FC.
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Paul has represented the United States at 
every level. He became the ninth player in U.S. 
history to score a goal in his first two international 
matches after scoring the final goal in a 4-0 
victory over Trinidad and Tobago in September’s 
World Cup Qualifier.

EBONE HENRY ’09
Ebone graduated from MDCHS in 
2009 after winning the CIF Division 

IV State Championship in basketball. 
She was All CIF and All League her senior year.

She graduated from Albany in 2013 with a 
bachelor’s degree in communication and rhetoric. 
This 2013 College Sports Mid-Major All American 
finished fourth in program history in rebounds 
(759) and second in steals (311). Ebone was a four-
year letter winner at Albany from 2009-13 before 
graduating as the program’s all-time leading 
scorer (1,642 points). She was a three-time All-
American East First Team honoree and the first 
player selected as a three-time American East 
Defensive Player of the Year (2011-13). 

From 2013-16, Ebone suited up for teams in 
Iceland, Puerto Rico, Montenegro and Bolivia. 
She was named the 2015 Liga Sudamericana 
MVP while representing Bolivia in the Ecuadorian 
tournament. While in Montenegro, she was a 
member of the Buducnost squad that won the 
2016 Adriatic League title and Montenegrin Cup. 
She was hired in 2016 to serve as the assistant to 
the recruiting coordinator/video director for the 
UCF women’s basketball team.

COACH MIKE DAVID
Coach Mike David was the head 
football coach at Marian Catholic 

High School from 1992 to 2001, 
during which he undertook an extremely 
successful re-building project. In his first year 
on the sidelines, the team had a 6-4 record and 
found its name in the CIF-San Diego Section 
playoff brackets. During the next nine years, 
Marian Catholic won six championships in its 
league, went to the section finals five times 
and came home with back-to-back CIF-SDS 
Championship trophies in 1998 and 1999.

Coach David has gone on to coach at four 
other schools: San Ysidro High School (2002-03), 
Bishop’s (2006-08) where he won a Division V 
CIF Section Title in 2007, St. Benedict (2009-14) 
where he led the Eagles to the Division II playoffs 
all six years and posted a 25-38 record for 
Brighton High School in Brighton, TN, where he 
became the head football coach in 2019.

Coach David has a 148-96 overall record in 
coaching as of 2019. ✶

The Distinguished Crusader Award (DCA) honors and recognizes Crusader 

Alumni and Crusader Friends that have given back to their faith and 

community and/or Marian Catholic and Mater Dei Catholic High Schools in 

significant ways either as alumni or members of the community.

MRS. KATHERINE GILLCRIST, M.ED.
Katherine Kassebaum Gillcrist graduated from The University of San 

Diego High School (Class of ’76), UCSD (Class of ’80) with a BA in English 

Literature, SDSU with a degree in Exercise Physiology (Class of ’82) and 

Azusa Pacific University with an MA in Education (Class of ’82).

Katherine is the recipient of the U.S. Navy’s Public Servant Award. 

As a Navy wife, she excelled as Squadron Ombudsman in multiple Navy 

commands, President of the Naval Officers’ Spouse’s Club (NOSC) and 

has been engaged in continuous mentorship activities for Navy families.

She is currently Chairman of The Dr. Estelle L. Kassebaum Memorial 

Scholarship and Pay It Forward Leadership Service Programs at MDCHS. 

At the request of her mother, Dr. Estelle L. Kassebaum, Katherine has 

been a member of the Scholarship’s board since it was founded in 2006 

by Steven Boudreau. Katherine and her team of volunteers continue Dr. 

Kassebaum’s mission to change lives and develop leaders through The 

Dr. Estelle L. Kassebaum Memorial Scholarship Program.

Katherine is married to CAPT Jim Gillcrist USN (Ret.), and together 

they have nine children.

MR. GEORGE MILKE ’72
George Milke comes from a family of educators. A product of Catholic 

education, George attended St. Rose of Lima Elementary and graduated 

from Marian Catholic High School in 1972. After graduating from Marian 

Catholic, he attended USC and attained his teaching credential from SDSU 

and Masters of Educational Administration from National University.

While at USC on a baseball scholarship, he played on two NCAA 

championship teams in 1973 and 1974 and was named MVP of the 1974 

College World Series. He was also on three USA baseball teams and two 

Alaska Goldpanner teams and would go on to coach the Goldpanners in 

1991. He played professionally for the New York Mets for four years and 

the Detroit Tigers for one year.

George’s greatest professional accomplishments were teaching, 

coaching, serving as Athletic Director and Assistant Principal and finally 

as the last principal of Marian Catholic and the first principal of Mater Dei 

Catholic. He quickly came to realize that teaching in a Catholic school 

was a vocation, not a job. It was his privilege and honor to serve Marian/

Mater Dei Catholic for 34 years.

George and his wife of 43 years and high school sweetheart, Jeanine 

(Marian Class of ’73), have two sons, Scott and Matt ’08. 

DISTINGUISHED 
CRUSADERS
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SAFETY & 
WELLNESS

Safety is a top priority at Mater Dei. Our 
Administration Building, also known as the DePaul 
Building, is the main entrance to our school for all 

visitors. There is only one way in and one way out. Upon 
entering campus, all visitors must register into our Raptor 
system, which runs a security check using the visitor’s 
driver’s license. Every visitor is instantly screened against 
registered sex offender databases in all 50 states. Our 
security team monitors the campus’ 52 strategically 
placed security cameras to ensure safety. Over the past 
year, we have been working with PS121 Security to fortify 
campus access points, and because some members of 
the security team are former law enforcement officers, 
we have forged an even stronger bond with the Chula 
Vista Police department. Every faculty and staff member 
are ALICE-certified for emergency lockdown procedures, 
which are practiced throughout the school year.

“My job is to not only monitor the campus for 
intruders, but to ensure that every student is not being 
harmed in any way. My team is always on the lookout 
for any types of hazards or rising concerns between 

Ensuring safety & 
health is the top priority

52
SECURITY 
CAMERAS

5
SECURITY 
GUARDS

students,” said John Rodinec, Director of Campus Security 
and Qualified Manager of PS 121 Security. “Over the past 
year, my team has helped tighten up all access points 
into campus, improve security around all sporting events, 
improve traffic and parking jams on campus, provide 
security checks on all visitors and improve overall trust 
with students. When students feel comfortable in their 
environment, they are more apt to come to us to report 
anything that is suspicious or may cause potential harm.”

SAFE ENVIRONMENT AT MDCHS
Every year, Mater Dei strives to maintain a safe environment 
for young people by providing students with Diocesan-
mandated and age-appropriate information on how to 
keep safe from abuse. Our school personnel and religious 
education instructors are screened for their capacity to 
work safely with children. They are offered instruction 
on appropriate professional conduct with students and 
are provided information to help recognize and deal with 
issues of child sexual abuse.

ACTIVE SHOOTER TRAINING
This past year, Dr. Sherry Stone from the Chula Vista 
School District presented a two-part series on Active 
Shooter Training for our faculty and staff. We practiced 
implementing what we learned in our lock-down 
emergency drills.
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DRUG-FREE CAMPUS
The drug detection K9 service randomly visits to help us 
ensure a drug-free campus. We also held an assembly with 
the Center for Community Research to discuss the hazards 
of vaping. The students were exceptionally attentive, and 
the content was eye-opening.

DISCIPLINE
Mater Dei upholds a discipline standard and behavior code 
set by the moral guidance established within the Catholic 
Church’s teachings and growth in self-discipline based 
upon Christian values. Reverence for others and respect 
for property are important student attributes. The school 
administration accepts the primary responsibility for the 
welfare and safety of all students. Upon acceptance at Mater 
Dei, parents and students agree to uphold all school rules 
and regulations when they sign the enrollment contract.

“Our worst day on the Mater Dei campus is a normal 
day at any other high school,” said Anthony Glaser, MDCHS 
Dean. “My job is working with the 10% of students who want 
to push the envelope. For the most part, our students do an 
amazing job following the rules to care for self and others 
while maintaining a high level of professionalism.”

What makes the discipline and safety reliable at Mater 
Dei is collaboration between security, administration and 
faculty. “Our kids are invested in safety, which makes my 
job much easier,” Mr. Glaser added. ✶

HEALTH 
& WELLNESS

Since COVID-19, we have put many safety measures in place 

to maximize the health and safety of our faculty, staff and 

students. We will continue to follow all guidance from local 

public health offices and directives from the Diocese of San 

Diego to make the safety of our community a priority.

SELF SCREEN

In order to ensure the safest possible environment 

for our community, students and families are asked 

to self-screen each day using the Emocha app.

TEMPERATURE CHECKS

Mater Dei will have a school nurse on campus each morning 

to assist with temperature checks and any students who 

are presenting ill symptoms. We have also partnered with an 

on-call physician to address any elevated health concerns.

WASH HANDS

Protocols such as wearing masks, frequent hand-washing 

and constant social distancing will be enforced. 

We have increased and enhanced our sanitation of 

classrooms, offices and public areas. We have also added 

more hand-washing stations and disinfecting stations.

ONLINE LEARNING

When we return to campus, half of our students will be 

watching livestreams from home. Students on campus 

will safely move between classrooms, which will be cleaned 

before and after each class.

OUR ENVIRONMENT

We have invested in plexiglass dividers for all desks in addition 

to advanced filters and UVC lights for our 127 HVAC units to 

improve air filtration. We will also be sanitizing every building 

after each school day. While it is impossible to eliminate all risk 

to our community, we must all work together to promote policies 

and protocols that will reduce the risk of virus transmission.
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with grace given the school’s existing 
technology infrastructure, faculty training 
and dedication to collaboration.

The high quality of education that parents 
have come to expect from MDJDA continued 
through the end of the year. “We delivered 
daily live classes in both English and Spanish. 
Our students continued to learn through small 
group and one-on-one sessions.  In addition, 
leadership recognized the need to support the 
social-emotional well-being of its students and 
added a weekly social-emotional support class 
along with a counseling corner section published 
in its distance learning website for grade levels 
K-6. We also held weekly live classes for P.E., 
dance and visual arts, which allowed students to 
engage in activities outside of academics,” said 
MDJDA Assistant Principal Cristina Torres.

Creating a Social-Emotional Support Class
The goal of this new class was to provide a safe 
space for our students to express their emotions 
and learn how to manage them more effectively. 
Each week, we focused on specific themes based 
on our social-emotional framework. This approach 
allowed our students to express how they were 
feeling and to focus on their social skills.

Continued Focus on Faith Formation
Our Catholic Identity continued to be at the 
forefront of who we are, even at a distance. We 
offered virtual weekly masses and weekly family 
faith-formation sessions in English and Spanish. 
Both Father Claude and Father Paul lead these 
live sessions.

M
ater Dei Juan Diego Academy 
(MDJDA) has quickly emerged as 
one of the most dynamic schools 
in San Diego. As the first Catholic 
50/50 dual language immersion 

program in San Diego, last year MDJDA was 
recognized for its hard work, wonderful team 
of teachers and overall quality of education by 
the Diocese of San Diego with the Re-Imagine 
Catholic School Award.

Since 2015, MDJDA has grown rapidly, and it 
will finally become a TK through eighth grade 
dual language school by fall 2021. Committed to 
academic excellence, faith and innovation. “Our 
mission is to develop fully bilingual, biliterate and 
bicultural students who are motivated to become 
global citizens,” says MDJDA Principal Leticia 
Oseguera. “The ultimate goal is to educate the 
whole child while fostering faith and loving them 
along the way.”

A Swift and Successful Shift
This March, like every other school across the 
nation, MDJDA was given the tall order to begin 
teaching their curriculum from home while 
students adhered to the governor’s stay-at-home 
orders. For MDJDA, the challenge was met 

Challenge
Rising Up
to the 

Faculty & Students Team 
Up for Success During 
Distance Learning
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End of the Year Celebration: MDJDA had a variety of 
virtual events to close the year. These included the end 
of the year awards ceremonies, the moving-up ceremony 
and the kinder graduation. We also had an end-of-
the-year parade to celebrate the love that permeates 
throughout our school community.



2019 Employee of the Year

Karla 
Figueroa
Karla Figueroa is one of the 

founding employees at  

MDJDA. Over the last 5 years 

Mrs. Figueroa has shared her 

passion for helping students feel 

safe, cared for and loved within 

our school community.

2019 Teacher of the Year

Faina Salter
Mrs. Faina Salter, MDJDA’s 

Teacher of the Year, continues to 

make an impact in the lives of our 

young students. Mrs. Salter has 

been teaching in the Diocese of 

San Diego for 29 years, spending 

the last five as a kindergarten 

teacher at MDJDA. She also goes 

above and beyond in her role as 

a member of the Instructional 

Leadership Team and leading the 

Campus Ministry program.

speaking countries and has been celebrated 
at MDJDA over the last few years. This year, 
to celebrate our students, we had a virtual 
bilingual concert via our Facebook page. 
The concert was live-streamed. 123 Andrés, 
a bilingual performing duo, performed, 
interacting with the kids and singing songs 
in English and Spanish.

MDJDA Fitness Challenge
Coach Ron created videos to help students 
and families come together to exercise, 
even though our homes had become our 
new fitness locations. Many accepted the 
fitness challenge and took part in the live 
Zoom PE classes, where we could complete 
the workouts together and motivate each 
other to maintain healthy lifestyles.

Spirit Week and Dance Parties
ASB held a virtual spirit week to keep 
students engaged. They also had virtual 
dance parties on Fridays in an attempt 
to maintain connectivity throughout the 
community and to provide some fun 
and excitement while celebrating each 
successful week of distance learning.

Talent Show
MDJDA’s ASB put on our first virtual talent 
show. Students from every grade level 
submitted over 50 videos and pictures for 
both the competition and art showcase. We 
had winners in 7 categories, and we look 
forward to continuing the show next year!

JScan this QR code to 
see our JDA dance party. 
(Instructions on page 1)

Displaying Resilience 
and Adaptivity
Virtual Biographical Living Museum
First grade faced distance learning head-
on and exceeded expectations. Each year, 
first grade students read a biography of 
someone who has positively impacted the 
world, and they write, in both English and 
Spanish, a first-person narrative telling 
their subject’s story. In one of our live 
sessions, students discussed how to create 
a trifold presentation board including their 
narratives, timelines, pictures and materials 
related to their historic figure. At the end, 
students presented their research through 
speeches in English and Spanish and 
delivered incredible virtual presentations.

Virtual World of Friends
Our third graders celebrated the World 
of Friends project in a new way this year. 
It was a wonderful distanced celebration 
of diversity and multiculturalism. Each 
student represented a different country. 
Some students crafted oral presentations, 
while others created videos or chose to 
construct tri-fold boards displaying their 
researched facts and pictures. Our Virtual 
World of Friends project culminated in a 
celebration during our class Zoom meeting 
with students dressing in traditional 
costumes of their country, displaying 
traditional food or traditional music and 
delivering their oral presentations.

Staying Connected
Virtual Events
Children’s Day Concert: April 30th is 
Children’s Day or Día del Niño.
This celebration is popular in Spanish-
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AScan this QR code 
to see our favorite 
books. (Instructions 
on page 1)

Collaboration with HS students: Campus ministers delivered short lessons during Catholic Schools 
Week to MDJDA students. French II and III students delivered lessons in French, and Spanish students 
read short stories they wrote in their Spanish classes to TK and Kindergarten students. Christmas Show: 
On December 13, MDJDA students kicked off the Christmas season by performing in the Christmas 
program, A Gleeful Christmas .

Highlights of 2019/2020
Beginning of Year Blessing: Father Claude 
blessed the school community and then each 
classroom during this special ceremony.

Peace One Day: September 21 is recognized 
worldwide as a Day of Peace. MDJDA began our 
day with a prayer service asking God to make us 
instruments of His peace. Students then engaged in 
lessons and activities in their classrooms. We ended 
the day by taking a school-wide photo as seen 
above (A candle with the word “paz”).

Our Lady of Guadalupe Prayer Service: 
This prayer service is led by kindergarten students. 
The students tell the story of Juan Diego and our 
Lady of Guadalupe during this special assembly 
and prayer service which includes a re-enactment, 
mariachi and ballet folklorico.

TACSC Leadership Conference: Our fifth graders 
participated in the Catholic leadership conference 

for grades 5-8, which is sponsored by Mater Dei High 
School. Over 200 students from 10 parochial schools 
in San Diego, including 5th graders from Mater Dei 
Juan Diego Academy, spent the day being mentored 
by MDCHS students on a variety of leadership skills.

ASB Elections: This year, 16 sixth graders took 
advantage of an amazing student leadership 
opportunity by becoming the first ASB members for 
MDJDA. ASB put together school spirit events like 
our door decorating contest during Catholic Schools 
Week. They also presented our virtues at school 
assemblies and prayer services. Most recently, ASB 
was able to put on our first talent show in MDJDA 
history during distance learning. The students worked 
with dedication to make our school a better place and 
set a great foundation to build on next year.

Academic Decathlon: We are so proud to have 
shared this amazing experience with 10 courageous 
students who accepted the challenge of participating 
in our First Academic Decathlon. We are also very 
grateful for having the parents’ support in embarking 
on this new and exciting Diocesan project.

Yearbook: This year’s high school yearbook 
teacher, Carissa Peck, started an 
after-school yearbook club at 
the elementary school. The club 
was open to 6th grade students. 
The students learned about 
photography, writing and editing 
in order to design and publish the 
MDJDA yearbook. ✶
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to Remember
A Graduation
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JScan this QR code to see our 
class of 2020 senior slideshow. 
(Instructions on page 1)
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Class of 2020
Exemplifying Perseverance and Resilience



Meet our 2020 Valedictorian 
and Salutatorian

“Truly get 
involved in 
many clubs 
and activities in 
order to get the 
most out 
of Mater Dei.”
—Aaliyah

“The things 
that you don’t 
think are going 
to be the best 
experiences 
are the best 
experiences if 
you let them be.”
—Jordan

JScan this QR code to see 
Jordan Norman on CBS. 
(Instructions on page 1)

Valedictorian Aaliyah kept herself quite busy throughout 
her career at Mater Dei. She found academic success and 
served in many leadership positions. Whether serving as the 
executive secretary for ASB, a retreat master for Campus 
Ministry, an Ambassador for Christ, a sprinter and hurdler for 
track and field or as a volunteer who helped elderly people 
with special needs through the Response Club, Aaliyah 
gave her all. No matter what activity Aaliyah took part in, 
she was always thinking of others. As a member of the 
Academy of Science, Aaliyah worked in a summer internship 
that inspired her future career in biochemistry. During this 
internship at USD, Aaliyah worked in a biochemistry lab 
researching cancer cells to learn more about ways to stop 
cancer cell replication. She and her lab partner, Melanie 
Cruz, were graciously invited to present their research at the 
National Experimental Biology Conference 2020, which was 
going to be held in San Diego prior to the pandemic. “Mater 
Dei has helped me grow into the person I am by presenting 
me with so many different opportunities to make a 
difference for others,” Aaliyah said. She is grateful for all her 
friends and teachers at Mater Dei who positively impacted 
her personal growth. Aaliyah is now planning on attending 
UCLA in the fall to study biochemistry and hopes to become 
a researcher. She is excited to go into a field where she can 
impact others’ lives with her work. “My internship with Dr. 
Provost at USD changed my perception of the biochemistry 
field and helped me to see how I could use my gifts in the 
world.” With all of her impressive accomplishments, Aaliyah 
had always wanted to make her family proud. As a first-
generation Filipino American, she wants them to know “the 
sacrifices they made were worth it!”

AALIYAH 
BALAGTAS

JORDAN 
NORMAN

Our Salutatorian this year was named Female Athlete 
Scholar of the Year. Four-year Varsity Soccer Player 
Jordan Norman will continue her athletic career at Vassar 
College. Jordan says her best times at Mater Dei were with 
her teammates on and off the field when the team was 
able to grow together, form strong bonds and overcome 
challenges. She wants to urge future students to try new 
things because some of her favorite memories came from 
opportunities that she didn’t expect to wind up loving. 
“Mater Dei was the most welcoming place. I quickly found 
friends and became proud to be a Crusader,” Jordan said. 
Along with playing soccer, Jordan was a varsity track 
runner, an Ambassador for Christ and a member of the 
Academy of Science. Through the Academy of Science, 
Jordan was able to intern at UCSD in the Skaggs School of 
Pharmacy, where she conducted biomedical research on 
parasites. This helped her explore what it was like to have a 
career in science. At Vassar, Jordan will be studying biology 
and public health and is aiming for a career in medical 
research. She was able to pursue both her academic and 
athletic interests at Mater Dei and is excited to continue 
doing so in college, as she is planning to play soccer in the 
fall and run track in the spring.
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OSCAR 
GRACIAS
Oscar Gracias developed 
a strong spirit of servant 
leadership at Mater Dei. He was 
able to “dictate the path that 
was in line with his interests.” He 
did this by finding his passions 
early and establishing two 
different clubs at Mater Dei. 
The first he started was the 
Response Club, which helps 
people who have disabilities. The 
club fundraised and donated 
money to support homes where 
Mater Dei students volunteered. 
Oscar says that he was inspired 
to start this club by his uncle, 
who also has disabilities. 
Oscar also started the Young 
Programmers for the Future 
Club to teach kids computer 
programming. Programming 
is one of Oscar’s passions, so 
he wanted to be able to share 
his knowledge with others and 
create a hack committee to be 
part of a worldwide network 
of programmers. Oscar also 
played soccer, ran track, was a 
part of the Academy of Science, 
participated in Campus Ministry 
and completed two internships 
at USD and UCSD in computer 
science and environmental 
science. He will be attending 
USD in the fall to major in 
software engineering.

SARAH FIECK
Mater Dei helped Sarah realize 
that she could excel in high-
level classes. She took many 
AP and college classes at Mater 
Dei and also participated in 
Campus Ministry, track and field, 
cheerleading and cross country. 
As a member of the Response 
Club, Sarah loved helping the 
physically and developmentally 
challenged community. She 
also participated in the Culinary 
Club, the Drama Club and the 
Academy of Science. Through 
the Academy of Science, Sarah 
was able to intern at a USD 
Aviation Camp that focused 
on cyber security. She was 
also chosen to compete in 
a hackathon at USD. These 
experiences helped Sarah realize 
that she wanted to enter the field 
of computer science. She will be 
attending Chapman University in 
the fall to major in data analytics. 
She remembers being nervous 
as a freshman to meet new 
people. Sarah will take her own 
advice as she enters Chapman 
University: “People are nicer than 
you think, so make new friends!”

SAMANTHA 
FIRSHT
Samantha embodied Crusader 
spirit throughout her time at 
Mater Dei. She was a member of 
the cross country team, softball 
team and cheer team. She was 
also a part of the Academy 
of Science, Ambassadors for 
Christ and Campus Ministry. 
Samantha was able to try all 
kinds of different clubs, activities 
and internships during her 
high school career. Samantha 
credits Dr. Till as being one of 
her greatest inspirations. “Dr. 
Till has always pushed me to 
work hard and exposed me to 
different opportunities and 
experiences,” Samantha said. 
Samantha’s first internship was a 
one-week STEM program at the 
United States Naval Academy in 
Maryland, where she was able 
to stay in the dorms and attend 
classes and labs. Her other 
internship involved shadowing 
a Radiation Oncologist at the 
Cancer Center in Arizona, where 
she was able to learn more about 
cancer research. Samantha 
will be attending Pepperdine 
University to study biology. She 
hopes to eventually enter the 
medical field in either oncology 
or epidemiology. Samantha 
encourages younger students 
to make the most of their 
experience at Mater Dei.

GABRIELA 
FONSECA 
LUNA
Gabriela “Gaby” Fonseca 
Luna’s experience at Mater 
Dei was just as rewarding 
as it was challenging. She 
found a loving and supportive 
community at Mater Dei in the 
theater department during 
her freshman year, and she 
continued to glean skills in 
time management, team 
building and communication 
by taking advantage of various 
opportunities. Gaby was a 
four-year crew member in the 
drama department, and during 
her sophomore year, she was 
promoted to stage manager. 
Gaby will be attending Carnegie 
Mellon University on a full 
scholarship in the fall to earn 
a major in theater design and 
production and a minor in 
history. She hopes to have a 
career as a stage manager or 
theatre producer and maybe 
even work on Broadway. She 
said, “My dream is to be able 
to be involved in what stories 
get told on stage.” Gaby also 
played the clarinet in the band 
for two years, was a member 
of the Culinary Club, directed 
STEAM Night for the Academy 
of Science and participated 
in three different internships. 
She interned at the Living 
Coast Discovery Center, the 
Old Globe’s Pam Farr Summer 
Shakespeare Studio, and 
in Mater Dei’s Marketing 
Communications department. 
“Mrs. Myers, our VAPA 
Department Chair, was a big 
influence in helping me get into 
my dream school. Her passion 
is contagious!”

2020Class of

“It’s a good thing to challenge yourself 
early on because you are often more 
capable than you think!” —Sarah
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Each year, we honor an all-around student for their personal leadership, spirituality, service and 
ministry to others. These awards are called the Crusader of the Year Award for the male recipient and 
the Lady Crusader for the female recipient. These Crusaders exemplify spiritual zealousness, belief and 
most especially faith, in the form of dedication, commitment and hard work during the past four years.

Crusaders of the Year

JScan this QR code to see 
Preston Munoz on KUSI. 
(Instructions on page 1)

CHRISTINE 
CAREY
Christine Carey, Mater Dei Catholic High 
School’s Lady Crusader of the Year, says that 
her “experience at Mater Dei was life-changing.” 
Christine is grateful that she was able to grow 
in her academics, athletics and faith during her 
time at Mater Dei. She found academic success 
by participating in the Academy of Science and 
interning with the Coast Guard Academy, where 
she worked in water treatment labs. This internship 
helped Christine explore what she wanted to do 
with her career. With this learning experience, 
Christine organized a Silver Strand Beach Cleanup 
Day. Christine found athletic success at Mater Dei 
as well by taking part in water polo, softball, track 
and cross country. This center fielder will continue 
playing softball at the Coast Guard Academy. 
She has enjoyed playing softball since she was a 
four-year-old and has fond memories of becoming 
a Mesa League Title Champion and CIF Open 
Champion as a Crusader in 2019. Participating in 
Campus Ministry helped Christine develop her 
faith and gain a new perspective. Christine says, “I 
see the world differently than I did before going 
to Mater Dei. My faith has changed the way I look 
at people now; everyone is created to love and be 
loved.” With these learning experiences under her 
belt, Christine will be attending the Coast Guard 
Academy to major in government. She hopes to 
attend law school one day.

PRESTON 
MUNOZ

Mater Dei’s Male Crusader of the Year, Preston 
Munoz, will be attending Villanova in the fall to 
major in cognitive and behavioral neuroscience 
and philosophy. He would like to eventually 
enter into the medical field to work as a pediatric 
neurologist. When Preston looks back at his 
time at Mater Dei, he describes his experience as 
“involved.” “It was busy, but I loved every minute,” 
he said. Preston was involved in Marching Band, 
Campus Ministry, Ambassadors for Christ, track 
and field and ASB. Preston served as a true 
leader as the Executive President of ASB. He 
participated in three internships: an environmental 
science internship with Dr. Peter Auger at Loyola 
Marymount University, an internship at the Living 
Discovery Center in Chula Vista and a research 
internship at USD with Dr. Suzanne Walthers. 
The friends that Preston made at Mater Dei have 
helped motivate him to maintain his involvement 
in so many different activities. He was able to build 
a strong community throughout his experience. “I 
met all of my closest friends at Mater Dei,” he said. 
“We started to click freshman year and have been 
inseparable ever since.”

“Don’t put too 
much pressure 
on yourself. 
Challenge yourself 
to be good, but 
at the end of the 
day, if you feel 
like you’ve given 
your full effort, 
then that’s what 
matters.”
—Christine

“High school is 
about finding 
yourself and 
transitioning 
during this time 
from childhood 
to adulthood. I 
encourage you to 
get involved and 
go to everything!”
—Preston
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MIGUEL 
MENDOZA
Miguel Mendoza will be 
attending USD in the fall 
to major in either business 
administration or computer 
science. His decision to attend 
this university was difficult, as he 
was accepted to and received 
scholarships from nine high-
ranked colleges around the 
country. He is grateful for how 
Mater Dei helped prepare him 
for college. During his time at 
Mater Dei, Miguel enrolled in 
many difficult classes, ran track 
and volunteered through the 
Response Club. He was also 
a member of the Academy of 
Science and a four-year varsity 
soccer player. One of Miguel’s 
biggest senior-year highlights 
at Mater Dei was winning the CIF 
Championship in soccer with 
his friends. He also participated 
in two internships through 
the Academy of Science. The 
first internship was with Camp 
Neuro, where Miguel was able 
to perform lab work in the field 
of neurology. This camp is 
designed for students who are 
thinking of pursuing a career in 
medicine, and it provides hands-
on workshops that mimic what 
it can be like to be a doctor. The 
other internship was at UCSD’s 
Pharmacy and Botany Camp, 
where Miguel also participated 
in research and lab work. Miguel 
encourages students to get 
involved with the community 
through charity and internships: 
“Doing charity work gives 
you a completely different 
perspective on others and the 
relationships you form.”

Scholar Athletes 
of the Year

Mater Dei feels like a family to Aiden Calvert. He attributes 
this to a few different experiences that took place during 
his time in high school. Aiden played baseball and football 
at Mater Dei and found a strong community in sports. He 
also found this sense of family in the service opportunities 
offered through Mater Dei, such as the football team’s 
community outreach, which donates athletic equipment to 
local parochial schools. Most uniquely though, Mater Dei 
felt like family to Aiden because he recognized the way his 
father, as a former Crusader, left a mark on the school. He 
wanted to follow in his father’s footsteps. Aiden succeeded 
in doing so both academically and athletically and was 
awarded the 2019-2020 Male Scholar Athlete of the Year. 
We applaud Aiden for earning a position to play football at 
the Air Force Academy this fall and for pursuing his dream 
to become a pilot and serve our country. Aiden was drawn 
to the unique opportunities the Airforce Academy offers — 
especially in the area of cybersecurity. 
“I will miss the family environment of 
Mater Dei and the staff, who truly care 
about me,” said Aiden.

AIDEN 
CALVERT

“Don’t ever give up! 
Ask for help when 
you need it, and try 
to make the best of 
your time at Mater 
Dei because it can 
be some of the best 
years of your life.”  
—Aiden

JORDAN 
NORMAN

Our other athlete of the year 
is also our salutatorian! 

See her profile on page 33.
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ALENA 
RAMIREZ
Alena Ramirez’s most fond 
memories of Mater Dei were 
on the softball field. She 
remembers the last out of the 
2019 CIF Open Championship 
softball game — an out that 
solidified the Mater Dei 
softball team’s victory. Alena 
also remembers being able 
to be a part of the Honorary 
Player’s Program. This is a 
program developed by Mater 
Dei’s softball team that invites 
young girls to practice and 
play with the Mater Dei team. 
Alena says that it helped her 
become a better player and 
a better person. “We grow in 
compassion as we mentor these 
younger players and teach 
them about the game, being 
a good teammate and having 
good sportsmanship.” Alena 
was also a part of the Academy 
of Science and interned at 
the UCSD Cardiac Camp. This 
internship reaffirmed Alena’s 
passion for the medical field and 
helped her develop her interests 
in biology. She will be attending 
George Washington University 
to major in biology and continue 
her softball career. Alena hopes 
to combine her passions for 
medicine, sports and helping 
others by becoming a physician 
that focuses on athletics. She 
knows firsthand how tough it can 
be to be a teenage athlete. She 
said, “During my time at Mater 
Dei, it was nice to be a part of a 
community that felt like family. 
Mater Dei helped me with time 
management skills and prepared 
me for college while giving me a 
sense of community.”

MARIAM 
SANCHEZ
Mariam Sanchez would like 
to thank her teachers and 
Mater Dei for giving her such 
an amazing high school 
experience. As a member of 
the Academy of Science, she 
organized community events 
and participated in four different 
internships. These hands-on 
experiences included USD’s 
Environmental Camp, the UCSD 
Pharmacy and Botany Camp, 
the UCSD Cardiac Camp and 
a working position at Dolarex. 
After comparing her different 
internship experiences, she made 
the decision to pursue a career 
in environmental science and 
earth sciences. She says, “I feel 
like there are not enough people 
advocating for the environment, 
and I built a passion and desire 
to be an agent for change to help 
sustain our planet.” Mariam’s 
dedication in caring for the 
world and for others was shown 
throughout her participation in 
the California Coastal Cleanup 
Day that she and four other 
students organized. This event 
reached record attendance 
and helped keep our San Diego 
beaches clean. Mariam also 
participated in the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society “Student of 
the Year” fundraising campaign. 
The Student of the Year 
Campaign is a project for high 
school students that raises funds 
for the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society (LLS). Mariam organized a 
team of students that fundraised 
over $55,000 and worked 
towards building awareness for 
this worthy cause. Mariam will 
be attending UCSD to major in 
environmental science.

ERIC TRUS
Eric Trus loved his time at Mater 
Dei and wanted to continue to 
make Mater Dei “the place to 
be” well after he graduated. 
As the school’s first historian 
and a member of MDTV, Eric 
captured many important school 
events and activities on camera, 
documenting various aspects of 
campus life. With the help and 
support of Ms. Leon, Ms. Rolston 
and Mr. Smith, Eric stepped 
into a newly created role at the 
school and photographed Mater 
Dei’s sporting events, drama 
productions and Crusader 
Celebrations. During his high 
school career, Eric served as 
Historian Commissioner of 
ASB for four years. He also ran, 
hurdled and pole vaulted in 
varsity track and field, played 
varsity tennis and participated 
in the Drama Club and Campus 
Ministry. Additionally, he earned 
the opportunities to be inducted 
into the National Honor Society 
and the California Scholarship 
Federation. Eric was also very 
involved in the Academy of 
Science, through which he was 
able to participate in a nursing 
internship at UC Irvine. Through 
this experience, Eric found that 
he could combine his passions 
for science and helping others. 
He will be attending San Diego 
State University in the fall to 
pursue a career in nursing. Eric 
recommends that other students 
at Mater Dei pursue their 
interests as well. ✶

SAMANTHA 
PETER
Samantha Peter will be attending 
Cornell in the fall to major in 
environment and sustainability 
in order to eventually work 
in conservation. With these 
impressive goals in mind, 
Samantha wants to thank her 
friends, teachers, family, coaches 
and God for encouraging her 
along the way. During her time 
at Mater Dei, Samantha worked 
to make a difference in the 
community. She was in choir for all 
four years and became the choir’s 
co-president her senior year. 
She was also a member of the 
Academy of Science, was the ASB 
Communications Commissioner 
and served as the Lieutenant 
Governor of the Junior Optimist 
Club, an international organization 
with districts around the world. 
Samantha was in charge of 
overseeing the Junior Optimist 
Club’s Southern California district, 
which allowed her to devise and 
manage projects aimed towards 
helping others in the community. 
At Mater Dei, Samantha also 
helped with putting on the Winter 
Princess Ball, a fundraising 
dance that raised money for 
Johns Hopkins cancer research. 
Along with her involvement in 
community service, she also 
participated in three different 
internships that helped her 
explore potential careers. The 
first was at UCSD’s Pharmacy and 
Botany Camp, the second was at 
the Aviation Careers Education 
(ACE) Camp, and the third was 
at the Living Coast Discovery 
Center. These internships helped 
Samantha define her interests 
and discover her passion for 
sustainability and conservation.

2020Class of

CRUSADER CONNECTION 39



SERVICE 
IN ACTION

Share
Love

Mater Dei Students
and Faculty

the

On November 11, 2019, the Crusader Impact Service Club 

organized the Third Annual Night for the Homeless. This 

event aims to raise awareness about the various issues 

surrounding homelessness and to motivate students to get 

involved in serving at organizations working to help with 

the homelessness issues in San Diego. This year, over 125 

students attended the event. They listened to speakers from 

A Night for the Homeless

Catholic Charities, Children of the Immaculate Heart, South 

Bay Community Services, Dreams for Change and San Diego 

County Social Services on aspects of homelessness. The 

presenters spoke on a variety of topics, including the dignity 

of every human being, the difficulty of affordable housing in 

San Diego, youth homelessness, the challenges and resources 

for foster youth as they come of age and human trafficking. 

Mater Dei students also had an opportunity to interact with 

these leaders and to sign up for volunteer opportunities 

with the organizations. Finally, students brainstormed their 

own initiatives and participated in a closing prayer service. 

This event serves to promote service opportunities in the 

community through their active participation, their desire to 

be servant leaders.

All About the Heart

M
DCHS Junior Anaclato (Trey) 
Ancheta III demonstrated Dr. 
Kassebaum’s lasting legacy by 
identifying a national issue and 
finding a way to address it locally. 

Upon learning that over 356,000 out-of-hospital 
cases of cardiac arrest occur annually in the U.S. 
and about 90 percent of them are fatal (according 
to the American Heart Association), Trey started 
a project called All About The Heart. His new 
organization teaches how to perform CPR and 
utilize an Automatic External Defibrillator (AED). 
Trey’s goal is to hold multiple CPR seminars 
throughout San Diego County and raise $3,000 to 
donate two AEDs to his church.

Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society (LLS) Student 
of the Year Campaign
Senior Mariam Sanchez was inspired to raise money 
for cancer awareness. Her grandfather died from 
pancreatic cancer during her sophomore year, 
so this cause was near and dear to her heart. The 
Student of the Year Campaign is a project for high 
school students that raises funds for the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society (LLS). For the 2020 
campaign, Mariam created a team of Mater Dei 
students which included Hiram Sanchez, Andres 
Castellanos, Regina Granados, Juan Pablo Bravo 
and Ana Sofia Alvarez. They had seven weeks to 
raise as much money as they could before the 
LLS event. After networking with many business 
leaders, they organized several fundraisers. The 
Student of the Year Award was presented at the 
final event, and even though Mariam and her team 
didn’t win, they were one of the top five teams 
to raise the most money for the cause – nearly 
$55,000! That’s servant leadership at its finest.

40 CRUSADER CONNECTION



Pro-Life Day of Silent Solidarity
Mater Dei’s Pro-Life Club raised awareness for the Day 
of Silent Solidarity by joining students from around the 
country in taking a vow of silence on October 15, 2019 
in honor of the 3,000 babies that die to abortion every 
day in the United States. Some of the students who 
participated included Maeve Hagerty, Taylor Bushey, 
Evelyn Hilgeman, Therese Dixon and Grace Sinclair.

Faculty and Staff Retreat
In March, Mater Dei faculty and staff joined together at 
the Sweetwater Summit Regional Park for a day retreat 
with the theme, “Be Still and Listen.” After a beautiful 
outdoor celebration Mass, faculty and staff were broken 
up into different groups. Senior Systems Administrator 
Shiva Gholami shared her riveting story about coming 
to the U.S. on asylum from Iran. Her courage and faith 
landed her an amazing opportunity at Mater Dei that 
changed her life forever. We learned a lot about God’s 
providence and the virtue of endurance from Shiva’s 
story. The second half of the retreat featured a number 
of team-building exercises. It was a great day to connect 

Pink Day for Breast Cancer Awareness: Students, faculty and staff showed their support for Breast Cancer Awareness by wearing pink and raising 
$364 for the American Cancer Society. Pro-Life: On October 15th, the Pro-Life club raised awareness on campus for the Day of Solent Solidarity. 
Staff Retreat: Here is the group of Mater Dei faculty and staff members who took first place in the team building exercises at the faculty/staff retreat.

Blood Drive: Mater Dei 
students worked with the 

San Diego Blood Bank 
to coordinate the Spring 

Semester Blood Drive 
on February 3. Students 

received service hours 
while helping to save lives. 
Faculty and staff came out 

to support the effort!

and re-boot, and it occurred days before staff were told 
about the shift into Distance Learning.

Food for the Poor
Each year since 2012, students of Mater Dei Catholic 
High School have collected funds to support Food for the 
Poor. This year, our students raised $2,995 to purchase a 
variety of items: 3 water pumps, food to feed 14 children 
for a year, 3 piglets, 2 goats, 2 kits of life-saving medical 
supplies, 200 chickens, 20 fruit trees, 10 kerosene stoves 
and food to feed 8 families for a month.

Girl Up Club
Last October, our Girl Up Club came together to celebrate 
and raise awareness for International Day of the Girl by 
hosting a Krispy Kreme doughnut sale. They created a 
mural to promote the gift of feminine genius and to inspire 
other girls around the world, especially those in developing 
countries. The Girl Up Club focuses on the empowerment 
of all girls around the world. Students came by the Girl Up 
booth and posted their accomplishments on the mural, 
which was prominently displayed in the center of campus. ✶



MDWe are
Meet some of our amazing faculty and staff who exemplify 

what it means to Share the Love on a daily basis

MDCHS 

Employee

of the Year

Christine Alvarado
Everyone knows and loves our 2020 Employee of the Year, Mrs. Christine 
Alvarado! She is responsible for attendance, student health, sports clearances 
and a variety of other important administrative duties, including summer 
school registration and managing the whereabouts of students both on and off 
campus grounds. Mrs. Alvarado is known for her dedication and commitment 
to our Mater Dei students. She is also the proud mom of four Crusader alumni.

“Over the past 15 years, Mater Dei has been family,” she said. “I absolutely 
love the kids and get excited each year to meet a new batch. I look forward to 

going to work each day. I love being a part of a family that 
places God first and works as a team!”

Prior to her career at Mater Dei, Mrs. Alvarado worked 
as a systems manager of PC Web Development for 
GreenPoint Credit, a manufactured housing company. 
She described her time there as stressful and felt her 
on-call responsibilities took too much time away from 
her family. After interviewing with Mr. Milke and Dr. 
Kassebaum, she saw the opportunity at Mater Dei as a 
true calling that would allow her to balance professional 
and personal goals while making an impact on students. 
“I needed a career that could allow me to be happy and 
true to myself, my family and God,” she added.

Throughout her 15-year tenure, the number of 
students at Mater Dei has grown tremendously, as has 
Mrs. Alvarado’s job description and impact. In addition to 
working with faculty, she also supports the Admissions 
and Counseling departments and works closely with 
ASB to know which students need to be at certain 
activities on campus.

“Shifting to distance learning was a big adjustment 
for me,” she shared. “I missed seeing everyone’s smiling 
faces and look forward to being connected in-person 
once again.”
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Sandra Montes
Sandra Montes has been an Instructional Assistant at Mater Dei Juan Diego Academy since its 
beginnings and is the 2020 MDJDA Employee of the Year. She supports both Spanish and English 
teachers from different grade levels, especially TK, Kindergarten and first Grade, with the aim to 
elevate individual students’ abilities in a variety of subjects. As a support team member, Mrs. Montes 
meets with students one-on-one and in small groups. She helps teachers with preparing materials and 
supplies, decorating bulletin boards, organizing books and making sure teachers have easy access to 
the tools they need to make their lessons engaging, interactive and effective.

She is also an outdoor supervisor, managing students during snack and lunch time. She treats all of 
the students as her own, making sure they can open their food and are equipped with a napkin, and she 
even supplies snacks and lunches when students forget to bring one. The MDJDA students look to Mrs. 
Montes as someone who cares deeply about them, as she teaches them the importance of conducting 
themselves both inside and outside the classroom in a respectful way. She even helps students with 
minor injuries and those feeling ill. “It’s a lot of work, but when you love something, you just do what 
needs to be done,” said Mrs. Montes. “It inspires me to see students gain confidence in learning a new 
language and overcoming their fear of expressing their thoughts and opinions.”

Prior to working at Mater Dei, Mrs. Montes worked as a receptionist for five years for a cash 
management company in Mexico. She moved to San Diego in 1999 to start a new life with her husband. 
She has two children, Elizabeth and Issac, who helped her realize her love for being in the classroom 
when she first volunteered in their classes when they were little. She recognized she had the gifts of 
patience and listening, which are so important when working with young kids.

“I love being around the kids. The teachers and environment at Mater Dei Juan Diego Academy 
are so supportive. What I love most about my job is that I learn from the teachers, the students and 
the parents too!” exclaimed Mrs. Montes. “I love watching the kids develop their personalities into 
something more and helping them reach their full potential and overcome difficulties.”

MDCHS Teacherof the Year

MDJDA 

Employee of the Year

Carissa Peck
As the 2020 MDCHS Teacher of the Year, 
Ms. Peck led the charge to help get her 
colleagues up and running with the 
technology needed to make classwork 
engaging during distance learning. Ms. 
Peck is a Language Academy teacher. She 
started MDTV as a class a few years ago, 
and she has also taught Literature and 
Journalism and is now teaching Yearbook 
as well.

Throughout college, Ms. Peck would 
frequently tell her friends, “I do not want 
to be a teacher! Too much work, and not 
enough respect.” We are all so happy she 
changed her mind.

Ms. Peck has loved traveling the 
world, studying abroad and learning new 
languages. She actually studied abroad 
three times when she went to SDSU. After 
college, she used her language background 
and college degree when she got a Visa to 
live in South Korea and teach English. It was 
then that she fell in love with teaching!

After South Korea, she moved to 
the Netherlands and became an au pair 
and received her Certificate in Teaching 
English to Speakers of Other Languages 
(CELTA). While there, she was introduced 
to a master’s program in Spain that offered 
a free degree to those who worked in 
a government-recommended school 
placement. Ms. Peck earned a masters in 
multicultural and bilingual education from 
the Universidad de Alcalá. “This was a great 
opportunity, and it really made me a strong 
teacher,” said Ms. Peck. “I taught preschool, 

which was the hardest thing I’ve ever done 
in my life!”

She then found an opening at Tec de 
Monterey in Culiacan, Mexico and taught at 
the high school and university for three years. 
Feeling called to get back to her roots, she was 
presented an opportunity six years ago that 
would put all of her world language teaching 
experience to use. It was a full-time position 
at Mater Dei’s Language Academy. “This was 
a perfect fit!” said Ms. Peck. “The Language 
Academy combined my love for teaching 
language with a component of teaching 
critical thinking. We teach study skills and high 
school survival. We teach content, and we 
support language growth, which is ideal.”

She went back to school at USD to earn a 
State Credential and masters in curriculum and 
instruction. She will officially be the Schoology 
lead to help teachers get the most out of this 
technology when school resumes in fall of 
2020. She also continues to help teachers use 
EdPuzzle, FlipGrid, Screencastomatic and 
PlayPosit to make their lessons come alive.

During the quarantine, Ms. Peck was 
working so many hours, and she knew it was 
important to slow down to gain some balance. 
She decided to get a box of postcards to write 
during her down time to let her students and 
colleagues know she was thinking of them and 
to encourage them to keep going strong!
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Lauren Lee
This year’s MDJDA Teacher of the Year is English Core Teacher for second 
grade and ASB Supervisor at MDJDA, Lauren Lee. Mrs. Lee was extremely 
honored to receive this accolade, as it comes on the heels of her starting 
her own family, with Baby Lee due in November of 2020. She loves kids and 
decided to go into teaching when she volunteered and tutored during her 
undergrad experience at UCLA. She also worked at the YMCA while she got her 
credential and master’s at the University of Phoenix.

When Mrs. Lee first started at MDJDA, she was a second and third grade 
teacher. Prior to coming to Mater Dei, she worked at Olympic View Elementary. 
“It was an adjustment transitioning into this 50/50 dual language program,” 
said Mrs. Lee. “It takes a great deal of collaboration and teamwork with not only 
my partner teacher, but with the entire staff. We push one another to be better 
and to think outside of the box.”

Mrs. Lee loves the Mater Dei community, especially the kids and their 
supportive families. “I’m amazed at the leadership and the community that has 
been built in such a short timeframe. Mrs. Oseguera, Mrs. Torres and Mr. Rey are 
so collaborative and approachable. This makes teaching a joy.”

One of the blessings of teaching in a 50/50 dual language program is being 
able to team up with another teacher to collaborate on strategies to benefit 
each student individually. Because second grade was a smaller class size this 
past year, Mrs. Lee and her partner teacher, Mrs. Bremer, were able to build 
confidence in their students. “It is such a win when you see your shy students 
come out of their shell and begin to share and raise their hands in class,” Mrs. 
Lee added. ”Seeing this daily growth is really amazing.” Mrs. Lee describes 
herself as a shy person who also needed to break out of her shell. Because of 
the supportive administration and community of faculty and staff at MDJDA, 
she was encouraged to go after the opportunity to be the ASB moderator and 
be a part of the Instructional Leadership Team (ILT).

ILT is a group of teachers that meet with the principal, vice principal and 
president to evaluate curriculum and plan for the future. Each year as MDJDA 
adds a new grade level, there are new challenges to overcome. This team comes 
up with solutions on what is best for students and the growth of the school.

ASB was offered to the middle school and just finished its first year under 
the direction of Mrs. Lee. “We had a great group of leaders that blessed us this 
year. They had fantastic ideas and built a strong foundation for the future of 
ASB. Can’t wait to see what we will accomplish next year!”

Esteban Murillo
Mr. Murillo just finished his first year at Mater Dei Catholic 
High School as one of our four counselors. Prior to Mater 
Dei, he worked at a middle school in Valley Center. He took 
an unconventional track to become a counselor, which can 
help when advising students about reaching their goals. 

“My college experience was all online. Sometimes, I wish 
I did go to a four-year university straight after high school. 
However, my story helps students see there are different 
paths to get to your goals, and I tell my students, ‘What’s 
most important is finding out the best path for you.’”

Mr. Murillo decided to pursue a career in counseling 
during his four years of coaching football at San Ysidro 
High School. His student athletes enlightened him to get 
his degree as he continued to work in construction and 
coach part-time. He enjoyed speaking to the kids about 
their futures and realized that many had no direction or 
idea about what options they had in front of them. They 
didn’t even know how to begin to acquire this information.

He started online classes at the University of Phoenix, 
received a bachelor’s degree and then enrolled at National 
University to earn his master’s degree and credential. He 
studied seven straight years while working full-time, and 
he even worked an internship at Southwest High School. 
Hard work and focus carried Mr. Murillo to meet his career 
goals. He began on the football field and studied diligently 
until he became a counselor at Mater Dei.

“I absolutely love my job!” exclaimed Mr. Murillo. “The 
culture on campus is amazing. People genuinely like 
coming to school. Parents are always looking for ways they 
can get involved. Being at a Catholic School and having 
the opportunity to bring faith into my counseling has been 
a great blessing. I get to tell kids who are struggling, ‘God 
has a plan for you,’ or I say, ‘Did you pray? Have you talked 
to God about your future?’”

Mr. Murillo’s experience going to college and grad 
school online really came in handy this past semester as 
he counseled his students through the shift into distance 
learning. “I realized early on in my studies that having a set 
schedule makes all the difference. So, I encouraged students 
to set their study schedule and stick to it. This truly melted a 
lot of their frustrations,” said Mr. Murillo.
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Julio Torres
Julio Torres was promoted to Director of Information Technology at Mater 
Dei in March 2020. He has worked at the school for the past three years. Over 
that time, there has been tremendous growth in the number of students, 
new grades added to the elementary school, increased needs to beef 
up the technology’s security and a global 
pandemic, which changed the school’s format 
to a distance learning model, requiring huge 
demands on technical support.

Mr. Torres maintains a big smile every day 
he comes to work, despite his high-pressure, 
deadline-driven position and the demanding 
requirements to keep everyone’s technology 
needs met. He is no stranger to being in a 
high-pressure position. He has always held a 
passion for baseball and was recruited to play 
in college at Cal State San Bernadino, where 
he was striving for a bachelor’s in kinesiology. 
“I really wanted to pursue a professional 
baseball career, so I left school and traveled, 
playing in independent baseball leagues and 
eventually one year of professional baseball 
in Mexico,” said Mr. Torres.

Growing up, another passion Mr. Torres 
had was tinkering with electronics and 
computers. After giving baseball a run, he 
became an instructional aide and coach at 
Otay Ranch High School and decided to invest some time in pursuing an 
apprenticeship in information technology. As a part of his apprenticeship, 
he interned at Mater Dei. Eventually, a position opened up at the school, 
and he was recruited to be Mater Dei’s Junior Systems Administrator. In just 
three years, he has been promoted twice.

“I love coming to work. The vibe you feel once you walk through the 
door makes you want to be here. First, the people I work with all come 
to work with joy. There aren’t many places that you encounter with this 
atmosphere. The relationships are deeper than work relationships. You feel 
like you are with family,” Mr. Torres added.

When talking about his team, Mr. Torres has an appreciation for everyone’s 
“can-do” proactive attitude. “Everyone collaborates, takes initiative and is 
very humble,” he added. Mr. Torres and his team are keeping busy with their 
research and investment recommendations for returning back to campus this 
fall. “There are many technology implications as we approach the new school 
year with virtual teaching/learning and a variety of webcasting options. We 
want to make students feel like they are actually sitting in class, even if they 
are getting instruction from home. That’s our goal,” Mr. Torres said.

In his free time, Mr. Torres still plays in a recreational baseball league 
in Mexico on the weekends. He loves to spend time with his wife and baby 
girl. He also hopes to one day have some more time in his schedule to get 
involved with Mater Dei baseball. ✶

Karen Nerat ‘89
Karen Nerat remembers her roots each day when she 
walks into Mater Dei Catholic High School. As a Marian 
Alum who started her Catholic School at St. Charles in 
Imperial Beach, Mrs. Nerat couldn’t be prouder to be a 
Crusader. In fact, while at Marian High School, she was a 
four-year letterman in volleyball, soccer, basketball and 
softball. Mrs. Nerat is passing her Blue & Gold spirit down 
to her son, who is currently attending MDJDA and will be a 
Class of 2027 Crusader.

As the Science Department Chair, Mrs. Nerat 
collaboratively works with 10 science teachers and also 
helps oversee the renowned MDCHS Academy of Science 
program. She teaches Biology, Honors Biology and AP 
Biology and has been a member of the MDCHS faculty for 
18 years. “I believe our science program at MDCHS stands 
out because we emphasize a ‘learning by doing’ mentality,” 
said Mrs. Nerat. “The teachers are able to provide the 
opportunity for students to become familiar with lab skills 
and equipment, as well as the process of keeping a lab 
notebook, which will ultimately be an advantage for them 
when they enter college.”

Mrs. Nerat received her bachelor of science degree 
from SDSU in kinesiology with a minor in American Indian 
studies and began working as a payroll supervisor for a 
temp agency. After some time, she felt called to go back 
to school to become a coach and a teacher. “Athletics 
has always been a passion for me. I still play co-ed 
softball to this day,” she shared. “I realized if I wanted 
to coach, the easiest way to do it would be to become a 
teacher. So, I went back to National University to get my 
teaching credential.”

For eight years of her career at Marian/Mater Dei, Mrs. 
Nerat was the head volleyball coach and helped earn one 
of the first League victory banners for the school in 2007. 
She also was an assistant coach of the softball team under 
Coach Mike Centrullo.

“The most rewarding part of my job is building 
relationships with students, getting to know them and 
making them feel connected,” added Mrs. Nerat. “It starts 
for me at the beginning of each class every day when I 
greet them at the door. This is where I can get a sense of 
how their day is going. From there, we make the necessary 
adjustments as a class and then move forward together. 
My focus is to make sure all of my students feel accepted 
and nobody feels left out!”
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With the completion of the 2019–2020 school year, it 
seems like the perfect time to reflect on the progress we 
made in the past twelve months. It is a tremendous honor 
to be part of such an amazing community that rose to 
the occasion when faced with historic challenges. Those 
actions come from the love, passion and commitment that 
has always been part of the Marian/Mater Dei family.

As the Advancement Team looks ahead to 2020–2021, 
our goal is to honor our community and to Share the Love 
with others. Three little words can make such a huge impact 
and have a long-lasting effect as people reciprocate and pay 
it forward. Crusaders are choosing to Share the Love with so 
many acts of kindness, especially now when our lives have 
taken a completely different turn. We are grateful for those 
of you who have shared your time, 
talents and resources. Together, our 
community is making a difference.

Thank you for being part of a 
memorable year, and if you have not 
joined our crusade, there is still time. 
Please join us and Share the Love!

BY ALEJANDRA SAAVEDRA

by Sharing the Love

Marian Chapel
Our beautiful stained-glass window project was 
completed thanks to the generosity and support of 
our donors. The stained-glass windows represent 
the Holy Family, the Chi Ro and the Seven Gifts of 
the Holy Spirit. This year, we also added a special 
plaque which honors our supporters and recognizes 
and celebrates the Crusader culture of giving. It is 
important for students to see there are many ways 
to honor our faith and to give back to the community. 
We will be organizing a special Mass to honor our 
stained-glass window donors later in the 2020–2021 
school year. In the meantime, if you would like to 
visit the chapel, join Parents in Prayer on Mondays at 
8:00 a.m. as we come together to pray the Rosary for 
our entire community or contact the Advancement 
department to set up a personal tour.

Crusader Celebration
The goal for Giving Tuesday was to reach 100% 
participation from students, faculty and staff. Our 
incentive was to celebrate a culture of kindness and 
generosity with a Crusader Celebration. It was a big 
festivity filled with fun, games, music and food. Our 
MDJDA little brothers and sisters in TK and K won a 
special prize for being the first classes to reach 100% 
participation. They enjoyed an ice cream party hosted 
by President Rey and MDJDA Principal Oseguera. 
What a way to set the example TK and K Crusaders!

Commemorative Items
The first batch of plaques in the Dr. Kassebaum 
theater were installed this year. The plaques are 
a beautiful way to honor and celebrate anyone 

in our lives. Thank you to 
those who already donated 
to Mater Dei and have been 
commemorated in our theater.

Also, this past February, 
we had the opportunity to 
celebrate Ash Wednesday Mass 

the
Advancing

Mission
Brand colors.

Color options
for social media/
other uses.
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as one TK–12 school with MDJDA in honor of 
our Memorial Brick Donors. It was the perfect 
way to kick off the Lenten Season and honor 
our departed loved ones. Following the Mass, 
our chaplain, Fr. Claude, blessed the grounds 
in the “Garden of Remembrance” behind 
Marian Chapel and prayed for eternal rest 
for the souls of anyone associated with the 
Marian/Mater Dei community.

Blue & Gold Night
Our Second Annual Blue & Gold Night was on track to 
be a huge success. It had the perfect ingredients for a 
memorable night dedicated to Visual and Performing 
Arts: great food and wine, beautiful art created by our 
students, fantastic silent and live auction items and 
even a private concert by Grammy Adward nominee 
Frankie J. Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, our event was 
postponed until next year. All tickets and sponsorships 
will be honored next year. The event, once again, will be 
in honor of our former President, Dr. Estelle Kassebaum, 
whose vision continues to guide us. We are grateful to all 
our volunteers and especially our committee chairs and 
sub chairs from both MDJDA and MDCHS for planning an 
outstanding event. We know that the wait will be worth 
it when we can go back to gathering as a community. 
Thank you for your patience and flexibility as we navigate 
through uncharted waters. We cannot wait to be able to 
celebrate together! ✶

Crusader Giving
Thank you to all our donors who believe in the mission of 

making Catholic education a possibility for all. We salute 

you on the next pages of our Crusader Giving. Thank you 

for helping to educate the hearts, minds and souls of our 

students. Please know that every donation counts and that 

we can help align your passions and interest with someone 

in need. I invite you to Share the Love and donate today.

OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE:

• Mater Dei Fund

• Scholarships

•  Remembering MD 
in Your Will

• Commemorative Items

• Giving Tuesday

• Blue & Gold Night

If you are interested in any 
of the available opportunities, 
contact Director of Advancement 
Alejandra Saavedra at 
asaavedra@mdchs.net.

$5.8
IN TUITION ASSISTANCE 

& SCHOLARSHIPS

MILLION

Giving Tuesday
Giving Tuesday is a global movement of philanthropy, 

which takes place the Tuesday right after 

Thanksgiving. This school year, we had our inaugural 

Giving Tuesday at Mater Dei, but with a twist! The 

event took place before Thanksgiving, and we 

challenged ourselves to run a full marathon. Yes, 

26.2 miles around our track. We invited our entire 

community to join the cause and help us raise $100,000 for turf and tech.

The results were extraordinary, as we surpassed all our goals. 

We were able to raise $121,116 and received 1,100 gifts. Two of those 

gifts came from anonymous donors who ignited our #CrusaderGiving 

Tuesday Marathon campaign with matching gifts of $25,000 each. Plus, 

in six hours, we collectively beat our 26.2 mile goal and ran 42 miles! It 

was wonderful seeing our stadium full of Crusader spirit and our baton, 

which represented a Mater Dei diploma, being held with pride by both 

MDJDA and MDCHS students, parents, teachers, staff and administration.

The forecast called for rain on the day of the event, but we were 

blessed with great weather, and the rain came immediately after the 

school bell rang at the end of the day. Thank God for small miracles!

We are so grateful to our community for helping us raise the funds 

needed to make investments in technology infrastructure and to 

start a fund to raise the capital needed to replace the turf around our 

Egger Stadium. We look forward to seeing our students practice at 

Mater Dei and succeed in sports for many years to come.

JScan this QR code to 
see about Giving Tuesday. 
(Instructions on page 1 )
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FOUNDERS
ALSAM Foundation
Roman Catholic Diocese 

of San Diego

THE “DR. K” SOCIETY
($25,000 or more) 
Anonymous
Sally Elmore
James McNamara

THE “LEGACY” SOCIETY
($10,000 - $24,999)
42nd Annual Golf Tournament 

Golfers
PH Financial Services, Inc.
Gregory & Dorothy Smyth

THE “HERITAGE” SOCIETY
($5,000 - $9,999)
Julio & Maria Andrade
The Richard Balelo Sr. Family
Giving Tuesday Student Donations
Bill & Debbie Ipsen
Mike & Sherry '69 Kelleher
Jason '09 & Katie Myers
Ronald & Betsy Vernetti

THE “PRESIDENT’S” SOCIETY
($2,500 - $4,999)
Steven & Sue Boudreau
A.W. LaRiviere Scholarship Fund 
William & Teressa Lyons
Maria Dunham Roberts '81

THE “1960” SOCIETY
($1,000 - $2,499)
Kristen & Robyn Adams
Sabel Aguiar
Jose & Claudia Amezcua
Anonymous
Mary Borba Parente
Lucy Briz
The Gutierrez Carranza '89 Family
Delbert & Marjorie Cote
The Freitas Family
Enrique & Claudia Gandara 
William Gerken
CAPT. James & Katherine Gillcrist 
Michael Dugan Joyce
Bob Kauffman
Drs. Trace and Leticia '89 Polanco 
Alejandra Saavedra
Lawrence & Carrie Salisbury
Cheyanne J Yeats '08

THE “2007” SOCIETY
($500 - $999)
A & M Team Sales
David & Elizabeth Bracamonte
Rebecca Brown
Juan & Maria Chavarria
Salvatore & Peggy Chiappe
Thomas Davis
Luz Garzon
Allen Gates
Brian & Melanie Hagerty
Alberto & Michelle Herrera

$19,652,710

6/30/18

MDCHS Foundation 
Endowment

$29,188,286

$35,250,136

Our donors help make Catholic  
education possible for hundreds  

of students each year

Crusader  
    giving

6/30/19 6/30/20
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Rodolfo & Sabrina Herrera
Roberto Paredes & 

Veronica Limon
George '72 & Jeanine '73 Milke
Baron Montijo '05
PS121
Harris Quesnell '64
John & Maegan Rey
Lucy Romero
Hector & Shareen Salgado
Manuel "Manny" J Silva, Jr. 
Miles Smith
Vincent Tran & Vicky Chen 
Daniel & Erika Willeme
Sergio Zaragoza & Daniela 

Fimbres

THE “CRUSADER” SOCIETY
($250 - $499)
The Balelo Family
Manuel Banales
Efrain Bautista
Antoinette Bruno
Chris and Bridget Celentino
Joseph J. Dicanio, Centre 

Street Systems, Inc
Ben & Diana Fieck
Frontstream
Joseph & Jenifer Griffin
Ernesto & Elvigia Habana
Christopher Hagerty
Michael Harrington
Christopher & Claudia M. 

Hernandez
Joel & Michele Kownacki
David Matranga '09
Jesus & Marissa Meda
Oscar Mondaca
Van & Barbie Norman
Dr. Kristen Olsen
Dorr & Brett Overby
Teresa Pappas
Antonio & Cinthia Reynoso
Hugo '88 & Heidi Marie Roji
Ileana Salazar
Michael and Ann L. Shafer 

& Family
The Short Family
Jodie Simbolon
Frank & Cher Stingo
Truist
Sam, Jill, and Isabela Valdez
Paul and Michelle Vicente
YourCause, LLC Trustee 

THE “GOLD” SOCIETY
($100 - $249)
Alberto & Cresencia Angeles
Anonymous
Anonymous
James & Anamaria Anthony
Jody Balestrieri
Nathaniel Baugh '08
Robert Bishop
Christopher Brown
Carlos Castro

Elvira Castro
Maria Contreras
Mrs. Doreen Correia
Richard Cu
Melanie Dietz
R & H Doakes
Michelle Duarte
Arcelia Duarte Herrera
John & Jodene Dunphy
Kermit Erickson
Peter & Mary Ellen Ferrantelli 
The Figueroa-Valdez Family
Jose Finete
Timothy B. & Jocelin Fink
Frontera Tile Service
Larry Furey and Partners 

in Mission
Evangelina C. Garcia
Carlos & Marisol Gomez
Mr. and Mrs. Gonzalez
Lisa Haines
Hiriam & Liza Duran 

Hammerstad
Jose Miguel & Mireya 

Hernandez
Margie Hernandez
Clariza Hicana
Marianne Joyner
Denise Lepard
Lolita's Restaurant, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Longobardi
Richard & Monica Macie
Michael & Sherri Ann Mannello
Michael & Carol Marchesano
Bartolo J Montesano
Michael Montijo '06
Donald & Mary Myers
Rodrigo Navarro
The Navarro Family
Kathleen O'Neill-Kenyon
Tim & Annemarie Penick
Pilar Pettiford
Jayson & Marissa Pizarro
Renan & Rosalinda 

Porciuncula
Glenna & Byron Price
Kathleen Rey
Eric Calvin Roddy
Denise Rodriguez
Geronimo & Enedina Rubio
Cynthia Luna Scott, Ph. D. '66
David & Maria Solares
Mary Steckbauer
The Stephenson Family
The Sulier Family 
Dr. and Mrs. Dan Taylor
Irma Uriarte
Javier & Alexandra Valadez
Roy G. & Ashley M. Vasquez
Mary Vasquez
Isabel Vidrio
Michael Wallgren
Christopher Warner
Jeffrey & Lorilee Weller
Dan & Toddy Yeats

THE “BLUE” SOCIETY
($1 - $99)
Miguel Abasolo
Robert Alcock
Georgina Alfaro
Maria Almada
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Ricardo Anzar
Daniel Blair
Matthew & Kylie Bonnes
Lorenzo & Liliana Bosforo
Remedios Brown
Samuel Brown
Elenita Cabrera
Marisol Camacho Aquino
Victor Hugo Cardenas & 

Aurora Padilla
Craig Carter
Roberto and Alisha Castaneda
Mr. and Mrs. Castanedo
The Croshier-Martucci Family
Anthony & Rocio Dalton
The Daw Family
Erica Dishon
Alia and Joe Douillard
Crispin & Marissa Dychitan
Liza Escano
Cassandra Esparza Villarreal
Enrique Esparza-Villarreal
Felicia & Thomas Estrada
Gregory & Lorna Faue
Ana Fernandez
Dr. William Gallmann IV
Stephen Gilles
Patrick Granados
Janet L Griffin
Manuel Gutierrez
The Haddad Family
Michelle Hansen
Thomas & Sally Hardin
Rosalia Hernandez
Alejandra Marcela Huerta
Sandra Huerta 
Viviana Ibanez
Christopher Michael 

Inzunza-Rebollar
Burke Jones
Scott Justice
Stephan Kakacek
Minae Kim
Chelsea Anne Largoza '08
Angela Lopez
The Lutteroth Family
Paola Madero
Arturo Magana & Diana Luna
Manzanarez Real Estate Group
Lorena Martinez
Jerami, Javier, and Jahrod 

Matlock and Robin Brown
Lorena Maunez
The McDonald Family, 

Class of 2023
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Meda

Edgar L Morales & Mireya P Paz
Carlos Morineau
Ashley Morris
The Muckerman Family
The Erika Navarro Family
Network for Good
Damian & Laura Olivas
Josefina Ortega
Vino & Shirley Pajanor
Ruth Perez
Ron & Mayra Pizarro
Victor Razon
Heather Rekalske
Remigio & Estelita Reyes
Rainer & Pamela Reyes
Nicole Rinehart
Alejandro Romero
Carolina & Carlos Rosette
Jack & Gloria Rower
Norma Sanchez Keller
Isabella Sanchez
Maximillian & Rebeca Schwarz
Patrick & Claudia Shadoan
James Simon
Wendy Solares
Anita Stingo
Jeffrey Stuart
Katherine Thiemann
Harry Thoms
Michael & Christine Torres
Mark & Marissa Torres
Roy & Nela De Vault
Luca Watson
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Yakos
Hope Yamada
The Yulo Family

PLANNED GIVING
Fr. William Mooney

42ND ANNUAL CRUSADER 
GOLF TOURNAMENT
Tournament Sponsor
Carter Strong

Double Eagle Sponsor
Brightview

Eagle Sponsors
Prime Lending
RCP Block & Brick
Stone Gate Realty & Mortagage
TVX Sports Video 

Birdie Sponsors
A&M Team Sales
Cleto Reyes
G.R. Bill Consulting
In Loving Memory of Liz Gerken
In Memory of Dr. K
Jacquez Art & Custom Framing
Jersey Mike's Subs
MD Football
Mr. Brunner's Tours
Southland Envelope
Tribute Pizza
Vitality Bowls Chula Vista
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Mater Dei students learn importance 
of global citizenship through international 

and foreign language programs

global
community

M
ater Dei entered into a partnership with Amerigo 
last fall. We interviewed Alyssa Dawson, 
Director of Campus Operations for Amerigo 
San Diego, to discuss this global program.

Tell me about your international program.
Mater Dei welcomed 28 international students from China, 
Vietnam, South Korea, Japan, Spain, Brazil and Kazakhstan 
this past year through the Amerigo partnership. Amerigo 
supports international students with a holistic approach 
that emphasizes excellent academic outcomes. Students 
attend our partner schools across the country while living in a 
boarding environment with caring Amerigo staff. We provide 
top educational experiences, robust university guidance, 
targeted English language development programming and 
acculturation opportunities.

we are one

Junior Andre Castillo 
Marcilla from Spain, 

shared his favorite Spanish 
cuisine for Mr. Rachlin’s 

International Day. Amerigo’s 
Campus Coordinator, Ms. 
Williams, poses with him.
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We immerse students in the American culture 
through both local & cross-country trips and activities. 
Amerigo’s model encourages diversity and building 
cross-cultural competencies. Even in just this first year, 
we’ve seen multiple examples of our staff, Mater Dei 
faculty, and students having a richer experience as a 
result of this diversity.

Do the Amerigo students go to 
the Language Academy?
Just like any other student at Mater Dei, our students’ 
language proficiencies are assessed, and they are 
placed in the appropriate English course. A majority of 
our students will start in the Language Academy as they 
continue to build their English skills.

What are the key differentiators of Mater Dei 
that attracts international students?
The Academy of Science is a huge draw for many of 
our students who are interested in STEAM studies 
because of college-level course credit, internship 
opportunities and project-based learning. The Social 
Entrepreneurship course also draws many students 
to Mater Dei. This project-based learning environment 
allows students to explore their interests across 
curriculum. Finally, the variety of co-curricular & sport 
offerings attract students to Mater Dei because many of 
our students want the American high school experience.

When the Shelter-in-Place Order was in effect, 
how did Amerigo respond?
Amerigo effectively prepared our residential campus 
when the Shelter-in-Place order was in effect. While 
students safely stayed in their apartments, Amerigo put 
procedures in place to continue ensuring the safety of 
both students and staff. All of our students remained in 
our care until they were able to safely return home or to 
their summer destination. We had no cases of COVID-19 
among our students or staff.

What do you love about working 
with Mater Dei?
One of my favorite things about working with Mater Dei 
is how socially and emotionally driven everyone is. In our 
first year, we had many students participate in multiple 
sports, ASB, Academy of Science and honors courses. We 
also had a group of students start Mater Dei’s Dance Club.

What does the future look like  
for Amerigo San Diego?
Amerigo San Diego will continue to grow over the 
next few years. Our vision is to have a highly diverse 
population fully integrated into the Mater Dei 
community with a highly functioning school partnership. 
We are confident that our international students’ varied 
perspectives and experiences will continue to leave an 
indelible mark on their teachers and classmates.

Frank Zhou 
Receives 
Most Improved 
Player
Xiangkun (Frank) Zhou, class 

of 2022, stepped out of his 

comfort zone many times this 

year. Despite not having played 

or even watched football before, 

he joined the JV football team. 

Frank worked to not only learn 

the game, but excel in it, earning 

him a spot on the varsity team 

for the post-season. Through 

his determination, Frank was 

awarded Most Improved Player 

of the JV football team. In the 

winter, he joined the wrestling 

team, another unfamiliar sport 

for him. These experiences 

helped Frank grow as an athlete 

and as an individual!

Hyewon 
(Hailey) Jo
Hyewon (Hailey) Jo, class of 2022, 

has a heart for helping others. She 

is passionate about the application 

of scientific research to improve 

medical diagnoses and treatment. 

As an Academy of Science student, 

she participated in the Blood 

Drives held at Mater Dei and the 

community clean up efforts. As 

a result of personal experiences, 

Hailey chose to apply for an 

internship with UCSD’s onco-fertility 

center, which unfortunately was 

canceled due to COVID-19. This fall, 

Hailey looks forward to returning 

as a member of Campus Ministry, 

continuing her science studies and 

participating in girls basketball.

Hyewon (Hailey) Jo with Amy 
Pascucci, Amerigo’s English 

Language Learning Coordinator 
(ELLC), during this fall’s Blood 

Drive hosted through the 
Academy of Science.
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JScan this QR code to see a VAPA monologue 
Quinceanera. (Instructions on page 1)

MDCHS Spanish 
3 Honors Class 
presented their 

“Cuento para Niño” 
books to Mrs. 

Varela’s 1st grade 
class at MDJDA.

The Day of the Virgin of Guadalupe: Crusaders gathered at the Marian 
Chapel to sing and praise God for the blessings and model of our Blessed 
Virgin of Guadalupe, who is the Patron Saint of all the Americas. Teachers, 
staff, parents and students accompanied Ms. Ileana Salazar and Mr. Cliff 
Rachlin in singing “Our Lady Las Mañanitas.” It was our second year doing 
this beautiful celebration on this special feast day.

Club Latino Americano Hosted the Día de los Muertos 
Altar Contest: The Latin American Club organized and 

hosted a new tradition at Mater Dei: The Día de los Muertos 
Altar Contest. The first-place winner went to Ms. Lopez 

Vasquez and participating students; second place was 
earned by Mrs. Paniagua and participating students, and 
third place went to Mrs. Varela and her first-grade class!

A Special Guest Visits Mrs. Edgar’s Spanish 2 Class: 
In February, Ms. Alejandra Saavedra, Director of 
Advancement, visited Mrs. Edgar’s Spanish 2 class and 
spoke to the students in Spanish about her own childhood 
experiences back in Mexico. Ms. Saavedra had a surprise 
for the students, and at the end of class, she invited them to 
enjoy traditional Mexican games and candies.

Mater Dei’s Language Department Encourages 
the Sharing of Cultural Experiences
Ms. Jessica Lopez Vasquez, Foreign Language Chair at Mater 
Dei, shared the importance of taking learned language out 
of the classroom and into the world, as well as the impact 
sharing family traditions can have on global understanding and 
connection. She is very proud of the foreign language program 
offered at the school and the many opportunities students have 
to be Global Citizens. “We try to expose students to a variety of 
communities to make them better at learning Spanish or French 
while also learning the culture. I’m extremely proud of our AP 
Spanish and French students, who have 100% passing grades 
on the AP exam, usually receiving 4s and 5s.”

International Day in Mr. Rachlin’s Class
In March, Mr. Rachlin’s American Literature class celebrated 
International Day. Students from China, Vietnam, Korea, Brazil, 
Mexico and Spain each gave a presentation on their country. 
As part of their presentation, students displayed their flag 
and described its symbolism, shared a traditional game and 
prepared a typical food to share with their classmates.

Gaslamp Field Trip for French 3 Honors
The French 3 Honors class visited downtown San Diego for 
a historic tour of the Gaslamp Quarter. The French-only tour 
was led by a wonderful French guide, who was impressed by 
the level of French spoken by our students. ✶
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High school is a time of exploration and discovery 
— a time for students to form their identity and 
set the stage for the impact they will have on the 

world. Career paths and options are limitless, yet students 
can struggle with the uncertainty of “the next step.”

In March, thanks to the Counseling department's 
vision, Mater Dei hosted our very first All-School 
Career Day. We had 40 professionals come and share 
their career paths with our students in areas such as 
engineering, computer science, business management, 
entrepreneurship, medical health, nursing, law, criminal 
justice, sciences, education, military academy, culinary 
arts, public relations and communication. They also 
transparently shared their struggles, uncertainties and 
triumphs that are inherent to any path towards success.

Hearing from these professionals helped students 
see that there isn’t a cookie-cutter path to success, but 
rather each individual must make decisions and take 
steps that are meaningful to them. Along with their 
experiences, our presenters also shared advice on the 
importance of listening and writing skills, honing your 
craft and asking questions.

“As underclassman continue to be exposed to this 
type of information, we hope to make career planning 
and achievement attainable and empower our students 
to take hold of their future with steadfast conviction,” 
said Mr. Murillo, MDCHS Counselor.

The support from parents, alumni, staff, students and 
the Mater Dei community as a whole was incredible. 
Many presenters approached the Counseling team to 

express their gratitude for the event, but also to convey 
their genuine joy in response from the students and the 
level of engagement.

“Career day was a blast! As a parent, I feel it’s 
important that students receive as much direction as 
possible, thinking about what is ahead of them after they 
graduate. It’s important to expose students to all types of 
opportunities that are available. It was very encouraging.” 
said John Oesterle ‘96 CTO OesterLINK LLC.

We want to thank our volunteer presenters for 
generously giving their time. The day was a monumental 
success and with the help of God and the support of our 
leadership team, it will continue to become an important 
event for our students. ✶

40 Professionals Inspired Students with Insights 
& Advice about Career Pursuits

Career Day
First All-School

Mater Dei Hosts
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Academic Excellence 
Awards 2020

MATER DEI CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

4.0 GPA OR HIGHER

FRESHMEN:
Bishop Furey Award
Margarita G. Alfaro
Alejandro Almada
Zeke Gdro Angeles
Colin Michael Aston
Colin Andrew Bajo Smith
Jose Barcelo Garcia
Natalie Andrea Brenes
Ana Alicia Burke
Victoria N. Bustria
Francisco Cardenas Beltran
Luke Cassidy
Fernanda Chavarin
Arianne Daw
Diego Rey Del Mundo
Therese Dixon
Ryan Anthony Duarte
Carlos Figueroa-Valdez
Laurie Jolia Ganih
Tiffany Adriana Gapski
Isabella Rose Giordano
Anais Gonzalez Gomez
Hugo Antonio Gutierrez
Maeve Angela Hagerty
Audrey B. Hom
Jeffrey Bigornia Jones
Isabelle Anja Koch
Eunsaem (Jennie) Lee
Yichen (Floria) Li
Kevin Joshua Lim
Brianna Machado
Sophia Alexandria Manalo
Nathan Manipon
Michelle Martinez
Marco A. Mascareno
Sohini Nimish Mody
Kaylee I. Muckerman
Payton Elaine Norman
Jared Paredes
Aixmar Marie Parra
Isabella Siobhan Purcell
Nadia Ripplinger
Amara Raina Rodriguez
Aden Matthew Shafer
Santiago Soto Brizuela
Manuel Benedict Tamares
Julian Andrew To
Kenneth Wayne Tran
Jasmim Avalone Tyler
Joshua-Roman Vicente
Jackson Charles Yakos
Cian Carlo A. Yulo

SOPHOMORES:
Bishop Buddy Award
Alejandro Corona Alcocer
Ryan Michael Ramos Alfonso
Aidan Lauriano Alpenia
Josef Rigo Batiancila
Daniel Blair
Erik Manuel Brenes
Laura Isabella Brown
Christina Jolor Celentino
Nathanael Check
Jane Margo Clark
Marianne Ditona Corpuz
Mark Allen Gabe Cu
Brayden Guarin Daen
Gabriela Sofia Del Toro
Mylie Dela Rosa
Kathryn (Katy) Dick
Paul Andre Dolby
Melissa Esparza-Villarreal
Maria Lourdes Felix
Gianna Bella Figueroa
Angelo Ancheta Ganzon
Estefania Garcia-Magana
Alaisa Kay Garrido
Nicole Gayosso Valencia
Mya Karalissa Hiatt
Evelyn Grace Hilgeman
Haylee Jae Hoffman
Kristiana Kara Ibanez
Erik Radovan Lefebvre
Jeremy Macchiarella
Nicholas Macchiarella
Michal M. Machniak
Charlize (Charlie) Maltby
Nicole Kateri Calimlim Manuel
Maria Mayela Marquez
Arantxa Mendiola
Alejandra Ortiz
Diya Patel
Skylar Jade Pay
Adriana Marie Petro
Connor Pham
Talia Tatiana Quiroga
Carolina Reynoso Torres
Paulina Rodriguez Garcia
Yadira Rodriguez-Diaz
Alejandra Romandia Gonzalez
Karla Eloisa Saldana
Sofia Elaine Santiago
Isabella Marie Sevilla
Bernardette Solares Bolaños
Christopher John Edward Sulier
Diego Rodrigo Tirado
Alissa Tsay
Melina Nacario Vicente
James Thomas Walrath
Luca William Watson
Andre Wichman
Natalie Nicole Zwick

SENIORS:
Bishop Maher Award
Frances Nicole Alfonso
Isabella Alvarez
Kailey Keiko Araki
Carolina Arevalo Moises
Aaliyah Nicole Balagtas
Jade Barajas
Joany Grace Bayron
Alexi Joanna Brown
Christine Rose Carey
Zaia Zyelle Castruita
Samantha Marie Firsht
Gabriela Fonseca Luna
Andrea Garibaldi Guerrero
Elia Garibaldi Guerrero
Isabella Garibaldi Guerrero
Valeria Gonzalez Perez
Joseph Brian Hagerty
Ezekiel Gabriel Isidro
Nigel Aidan Jorge
Brianna Carmen Keller
Reagan Elizabeth Koster
Alexis Nicholas Lona
Kyler Bradley Mamou
Hennessy Martinez
Miguel Angel Mendoza
Preston Michael Munoz
Jordan Norman
Jorge Alfonso Ortiz
Anahid Ounigian
Samantha Sofia Peter
Alena Isabel Ramirez
Mary Grace Reilly
Antonio Reyes
Hector O. Reyes
Sarah Salisbury
Mariam Sanchez
Joseph Quinn Sandoval
Linda Solares Bolaños
Mackenzie Tassiello
Eric Anthony Trus
Alejandra Paola Zepeda

JUNIORS:
Bishop Brom Award
Nellie Leticia Alonso
Christian Arambula
Evelyn Arambula
Julianne Arballo
Lauren Elise Bajo-Smith
Sara Marie Beckman
David B. Brown
Sofia F. Cacho
Marissa Janelle Caguioa
Ana Luisa Carrillo
Craig Eugene Carter
Andres Castellanos
Priscilla Athena Ceja
Mary Margaret Chiappe
Louis John Cimmino
Kate Kelly Clifton
Alexander DeGuzman
Matthew Dharmawan
Victor Duenas Gonzalez
Carlos Javier Elias
Itzel Fabianna Esparza
Isabella Sophia Estrada
Diana Sofia Felix-Ibarra
Brynn Makenna Gorney
Maximo Gutierrez
Emilio Hernandez-Equihua
Rodrigo Hernandez
Alexander Cote Ilusorio
Abigail Grace Ilusorio
Timothy Jerome Jordan
Gillian Patrice Justice
Amalia Marie Koch
Emily Hyojung Kwon
Iveth Magana Jaquez
Richard Zachary Manalo
Simon Mattar
John Ronald Meshinsky
Madeline Grace Meyers
Veronica Grace Molina
Sophia Nguyen
Patrick J. Nieves
James Andrew Paredes
Luisa Fernanda Paredes
Rachel Annemarie Penick
Bryan Patrick Potter
Abraham Rachlin
Benjamin Hines Ramirez
Dominic Hines Ramirez
Maria Fernanda Reyes
George Eric Roddy
Emma Olivia Rosendale
Isabella Sanchez Villarreal
Galia Santana-Oikawa
CamilleAnn Schnitzius
Miguel Pablo Serrato
Mason Brady Spounias
Brenda Yvette Tamayo
Damian Ethan To
Sofia Torres Garcia
Rachel Lynn Trus
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Academic Honors 
Awards 2020

MATER DEI CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

3.75–3.99 GPA

FRESHMEN:
Santiago Arce
Ty Ryan Besker
Joaquin Kaiba Blantz
Asia J. Boone
Mikaela Claudio Carino
Madison Sophia Carreon
Desmond Owen Clune
Bianca Cecilia Demarchi
Gael Espinoza Hernandez
Valentina Jimenez
Rachel Gabrielle Lambert
Diego Magallon
Itzia Mapula Quintero
Sydney Grace McDonald
Jorge Montiel Aragon
Barbara Morales Corona
Sibel Nuñez
Daniela Osuna
Jazmine Marie Pascua
Armand Jhoncris Porte
Demia Savage
Haiden Schoenecker
Ayanna Shaw
Jacqueline T. Tran
Koa Loki Gelacio Valdez
Ana Sofia Velarde
Angelique Han Vo
Jade Webb

SOPHOMORES:
Nathaniel Amezcua
Leslie Naomi Avila
Daniela Burgos
Shane Fulter Cagle
Eros Castaneda
Liliana (Lily) Chavez
Guillermo Del Rio
Charlotte Doherty
Quang Vinh (Vin) Duong
Sasha Alexandra Evans
Caitlin Belinda Hahn
Hyewon (Hailey) Jo
Amy Bigornia Jones
John George Klimsak
Matthew Macchiarella
Carlos Mattei
Christian Manuel Mattei
Keith Clarence Moreno
Daniela Daniela Muralles
Jacelle Oliveros
Georgia Autumn Overby
Angeline (Angie) Piatek
Dominic Joseph Reilly
Ivanna Restrepo
Abril Athena Rivera
Jennalyn Robeniol
Patrick Rodriguez
Alberto Serrano
Isaac Valdez 
Jacob Nicolas Vasquez
Santiago Villaseñor-Martinez
Alexa Villegas
Fernanda Walters Figueroa
Runsheng Wang
Victoria Isabella Zepeda

SENIORS:
Valeria Arias-Millan
Evan Anthony Besker
Jeremiah Robert Bishop
Andre Jacob Bracamonte
Adrian Julian Calderon
Daniella Campuzano
Daniela Dalton
Ana Lucia Delgado
Kaylee Madison Dundee
Sarah Fieck
Alexander Gayosso-Valencia
Oscar Andres Gracias
Ziye Liu
Frida Lizarraga-Manguy
Bianca Sofia Mascareno
Sabino Muro
Ximenna Nieto Millan
Stephanie Otte
Andrea Maricela Ruvalcaba Yañez
Nathalia Solano Avalos
Julian Elijah Tiong
Zaria Breann Verdell
Jesus Vindiola

JUNIORS:
Zoie Aquino-Limbag
Sophia Ysabel Brown
Juan Luis Calero
Claudine Manalo Caluza
Sarah Lucia Campos
Jennah Chu
Patty Contreras
David Doo Dare
Nicholas Dela Rosa
Christopher Joseph De Vault
Isabella Fernandez de Castro
Matthew Christopher Fitts
Alexander Flores
Estibaly Garcia Rubio
Samantha Lee Graham
Isabela Guerrero
David Abel Jazo
Charles Harrison Krokel
Paul Ivan Ledesma
Chantal Lopez
Michael Andres Lopez
Rodrigo Martinez
Niala Loretta Mitchell
Quoc Trung (Max) Pham
Alisha Q. Pipkins
Anabel Alicia Rios
Sophia Rose Salcido
Soren Gabriel Savard
David Schodowski
Sabrina Lauren Tabiu
Brielle Gianna Tapia
Oscar Tapia Gallegos
Valerie Valdez
Victoria Valencia
Lara Fronda Vizon
Sara Adelina Zavala
Alondra Zuniga

JScan this QR code 
to see our Senior 
Academic Awards 
video. (Instructions 
on page 1)
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SPOTLIGHT

How long have you 
worked at Mater Dei?
I started working at Mater Dei one year 
ago, and it’s been an amazing year. We 
began laying down a strong foundation 
for a program that is slated to expand 
significantly over the next several years 
with heightened student interest and the 
ability to fundraise for upgrades to our 
facilities, supplies and technology.

We performed Almost Maine in 
the fall of 2019 with amazing reviews, 
began work on a significant mural 
for the Lecture Hall that displays the 
school’s history, packed the theater for 
an extraordinary Christmas program at 
the elementary school and completed 
all of our 16 VAPA courses strong 
despite our need to move our classes 
online due to the pandemic.

Visual & Performing Arts (VAPA) Chair 
at Mater Dei Catholic High School and Mater Dei 

Juan Diego Academy and AP Art History Teacher 
discusses the excitement of building 

a robust K-12 VAPA program and the highlights 
from her inaugural year.

Introducing 
Leslee Myers
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What did you do before 
coming to Mater Dei?
I went to Concordia University in Irvine 
and got my undergrad and credential in 
English and theater. I then went on to get 
two masters’ degrees, one in educational 
theater at NYU and the other in history 
from Cal State Fullerton.

After college, I was a Cruise Director 
for 18 months. You might say I was 
like Julie from The Love Boat. I knew in 
college that I wanted to be a teacher, but I 
needed a short break from the classroom. 
After working on the cruise ship, I took a 
teaching job at a small Lutheran school 
and taught English for a year. From there, 
I continued my teaching career, this time 
at a school in Seattle. It was at this school 
that I started working in theater. After two 
years, I moved back to California and was 
hired by Rancho Christian in Temecula 
to build a performing arts program from 
elementary through high school. Then 
came my big “ah ha” moment.

My parents took me to see Wicked 
for my 28th birthday. It was my favorite 
play. I’ve since seen it 14 times! As an only 
child, my parents believed it was more 
affordable to take me with them on their 
cultural outings rather than leave me with 
a babysitter. Thanks to their philosophy, I 
grew up at the theater. This performance, 
however, inspired me to do the unthinkable. 
It was the kick I needed to pursue a 
graduate degree. That night of seeing 
Wicked, I applied to my reach school, NYU 
and was accepted a few weeks later.

I thrived at NYU. After the first 
semester, I became the first graduate 
student in 12 years to be offered a position 
teaching undergrad classes. I got to help 
professors on playwriting projects. I also 
conducted interviews for the university’s 
publications, went to a ton of shows and 
met a lot of professionals backstage. 
Another highlight was walking across the 
stage at Radio City Music Hall to receive 
my diploma.

Upon returning to California, I started 
another master’s program in history 
at Cal State Fullerton and worked at a 
brand-new high school called Pacifica 
Christian. I founded their VAPA program 
and created some amazing productions. 
This is also where I met my husband. Prior 

to coming to Mater Dei, I worked at an 
elementary school, and that experience 
really showed me the importance of 
integrating elementary education in the 
arts with a robust program in high school.

What is the MD difference?
I love being a part of Mater Dei’s very caring 
environment. Teachers go out of their way 
to help their students. It was apparent from 
my very first interview. I’d see a group of 
students walking with a teacher. Usually, 
students don’t want anything to do with 
their teachers once the bell rings. There is a 
lot of mentorship going on each day.

The school is completely dedicated 
to wanting what is best for their students, 
and they are fully committed to building 
a consistent and sustainable art program 
from K-12th grade. I have a great support 
system, and I really love teaching art 
history because it combines the two 
subjects I am most passionate about.

What improvements should we 
expect in the coming years?
I want to work on bridging the gap 
between our elementary school and high 
school: making sure students who are 
entering high school have foundational 
skills and can continue their artistic 
pursuits. I would also like to add a dance 
program and film program to our high 
school curriculum, as well as additional 
student performances and gallery 
opportunities. We have so much talent 
on our campus, and it needs to be shared 
with our community. Community outreach 
is vital to an arts program, and it instills 
ownership and pride within students. We 
need to spark joy for creativity and artistic 
expression among our students.

What do you like to do 
in your free time?
When I can carve out free time, I usually 
work on my blog, which is my passion 
project, or play with my four dogs: 
Beowulf, Becksie, Schenna and Bunker. 
I am also an avid reader, and I’m looking 
forward to starting a book club with my 
students next year. I am always surprised 
at how many students will stay after 
classes during breaks and lunch to ask 
for book recommendations. ✶
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RAISING 
MONEY

FOR VAPA
1  

New sound and lighting system 

in the theatre

2  
Storage facility for VAPA equipment

3  
Musical Instruments

4  
Art Supplies

5  
Dance Mirrors for Rehearsals

6  
Money to hire musical director so we 

can perform our first musical

7  
Gallery Walls
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Gerardo Aguilar Lopez

Frances Nicole Alfonso

Isabella Alvarez

Kailey Araki

Carolina Arevalo 
Moises

Valeria Arias-Millan

Kate Armenta-Tapia

Raelyn Arredondo

Aaliyah Balagtas

Dulce Bañuelos

Jade Barajas

Rodrigo Barrera

Emilio Basurto

Katya Bayon

Joany Bayron

Mario Bernal

Evan Besker

Jeremiah Bishop

Grecia Boquiren

Timothy-Ewart Boyd

Alona Boyer

Andre Bracamonte

Nathalia Brambila

Alexi Brown

Malcolm Brown

Keegan Bushey

Adrian Calderon

Aiden Calvert

Alexa Camacho

Daniella Campuzano

Serina Cannon

Christine Carey

Julieta Carlos

Justin Carreon

Roberto Carrillo

Zaia Castruita

Camilo Cecena

Marlana Centeno

Samuel Cerrillo- 
Contreras

Ivan Chavez

Jarod Clark

Nayelly Contreras

Alexa Coronado

Daniel Dabdoub 
Fernandez

Daniela Dalton

Reign Day

Ana Delgado

Montserrat Diaz

Kaylee Dundee

Victor Duran

Maury Escalante

Mariana Espinoza

Laura Eugenio

Mikayla Faue

Valeria Felix Estolano

Sarah Fieck

Jacob Finch

Samantha Firsht

Elizabeth Flores

Gabriela Fonseca Luna

Sofia Fuentes Becerril

Jessica Garcia

Miranda Garcia Garcia

Mariana Garcia Rosette

Andrea Garibaldi 
Guerrero

Elia Garibaldi 
Guerrero

Isabella Garibaldi 
Guerrero

Alexander Gayosso- 
Valencia

Kenneth Golaway

Abraham Gomez

Monzerrat Gomez

Bryan Gomez- 
Robledo

Sam Gonzalez

Valeria Gonzalez Perez

Oscar Gracias

Lucero Griego

Johan Guerra

Valentina Gutierrez 
Ramirez

Joseph Hagerty

Zhuoqun Han

Alexa Haro

Librado Heredia

Alan Herrera

Alexa Herrera

James Hughes

Aaron Huynh

Ezekiel Isidro

Nigel Aidan Jorge

Kirstin Kakacek

Jennifer Keenan

Brianna Keller

Benjamin Kettlehake

Jonni Kilby

Kaicee Kilby

Reagan Koster

Mariana Lamas

Ricardo Landeros Agis

Maximus Lane

Francisco Leon

Maria Fernanda Leoni

Viviana Ley

Yibo Li

Ziye Liu

Frida Lizarraga- 
Manguy

Nester Lomeli

Alexis Lona

Diego Lopez

Carmen Lujambio

Kevin Magana

Claudia Maldonado

Kyler Mamou

BriAnna Martinez

Hennessy Martinez

Bianca Mascareno

Christian Mata-Valle

Sebastian Melendrez

Miguel Mendoza

Fernanda Mercado

Alain Mestre

Ivanna Montemayor

Roberto Morales

Daniel Moreno Islas

Jessica Moreno Reyes

Carlos Andres Morineau

Preston Munoz

Sabino Muro

Hugo Navarro

Ximenna Nieto Millan

Jordan Norman

Destinee Noury

Andres Olivares Soto

Emiliano Olvera Baez

Jorge Ortiz

Ana Otazua

Stephanie Otte

Anahid Ounigian

Amy Parra-Gonzalez

Kayden Patel

Mathew Pena

Consuelo Perroni 
Lutteroth

Samantha Peter

Demetrio Pompa

Francisco Jared 
Quinonez

Alena Ramirez

Tyler Ramirez

Sofia Ramos 
Rodriguez

Omar Rebollar 
Dominguez

Mary Grace Reilly

Antonio Reyes

Hector Reyes

Yanelli Rodriguez- 
Diaz

Miguel Rojas Vazquez

Emiliano Rubio

Ildefonso Ruiz Partida

Andrea Maricela 
Ruvalcaba Yañez

Javier Salazar

Sarah Salisbury

Jamil Salum

Mariam Sanchez

Marissa Sanchez

Joseph Sandoval

Jorge Santana

Johnathan Scott

Meegan Sharp

Nathalia Solano Avalos

Linda Solares Bolaños

Mackenzie Tassiello

Julian Tiong

Tiffany Torres 
Gutierrez

Ana Paula Trujillo 
Lizarraga

Eric Trus

Patrick Turner

Angelica Ugale

Dulce Velarde

Zaria Verdell

Sebastian Vidal

Jesus Vindiola

Cal Wasilewski

Haoyi Yao

Sze Yuet Yuen

Ainarha Zavala Patron

Alejandra Zepeda

Tianxing (Sky) Zhou

Congratulations to our Class of 2020 seniors!




